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Mark H unter
m ark .h unte r@ podcas tus e rm agaz ine .com

Podcaste rs ne e d to le arn to ch ill out a 
little . To stop be ing so w ork e d up about 
subscribe r num be rs and sponsors (lack  
th e re -of) and Tw itte r and pop sh ie lds. 
Tak e  a le af out of Elsie 's book  and re lax by 
re ading Lance 's cove r story on th e  
podcasting yoga te ach e r.

O n a m ore  se rious note , Patrick  Me lton 
give s us h is frank  vie w s on fre e  spe e ch , 
w h ile  Vobe s opine s on th e  noise  and 
w affle  podcaste rs are  m ak ing. Jane t 
brings us th e  spice  of Indian podcasts, 
and Grant pre se nts th e  be st in indie  
m usic re vie w s and band profile s.  And of 
course , Sim on's te am  of tire le ss re vie w e rs 
spin anoth e r Re vie w  Roule tte .

W e  love  h e aring from  you, and th e re  are  a 
ple th ora of w ays you can m ak e  yourse lf 
h e ard. You can go th e  traditional e m ail 
route  or you can join PUM on your social 
ne tw ork  of ch oice . First, w e  h ave  page s 
on both  MySpace  and Face book , so w e  
look  forw ard to be ing frie nds th e re . 
Se cond, a num be r of th e  m agazine  
contributors are  m e m be rs of th e  PUM 
ch anne l on Jaik u, w h e re  w e  e ncourage  
you to drop by, re ad th e  conve rsation 
th re ads th at are  alre ady th e re , ask  a 
q ue stion about podcasting, sugge st an 
ide a for a story and join in on th e  
conve rsation in th is forum -lik e  se rvice .

It's a big w ide  w orld of podcasting, and 
Podcast Use r Magazine  continue s to be  
th e  place  for disce rning liste ne rs and 
productive  podcaste rs to le arn m ore  
about h ardw are , softw are , gre at 'casts 
and gre at bands, couple d w ith  th e  
opinions of som e  of th e  m ost distinct 
voice s in th e  m e dium . W e lcom e  to
issue  18, it's our be st ye t.

ABOUT
PODCAST USER 
MAGAZ INE

Each  m onth , our de dicate d 
contributors w ill re vie w  a range  of 
h ardw are  and softw are  to guide  you to 
th e  righ t buying ch oice s. W e  w ill also 
re vie w  a w ide  varie ty of podcasts, 
bringing you dive rsity and 
e nte rtainm e nt from  both  m ainstre am  
and nich e .

ADVICE AND H ELP

Podcast Use r Magazine  staff h ave  ye ars 
of com bine d e xpe rie nce . If you h ave  
any proble m s or w ould lik e  any 
inform ation, just e m ail us; w e 're  h e re  
to h e lp.

SUBMISSIONS

W e  are  alw ays look ing for gre at ne w  
tale nt. So if you h ave  a topic th at you 
w ould lik e  to w rite  about, w e  w ould be  
glad to h e ar from  you.

COMMENTS

If you h ave  a com m e nt, criticism  or 
e ve n praise  for w h at w e  do, ple ase  
don't h e sitate  to le t us k now . W e  can't 
ge t be tte r at w h at w e  do w ith out you.

PODCAST USER 
MAGAZ INE

invite s and e ncourage s subm issions 
from  all re garding podcasting. Any 
opinions on any subje cts e xpre sse d by 
th e  co-founde rs or contributors in th e ir 
podcasts are  th e irs alone  and do not 
re fle ct th e  e ditorial opinion of th e  
m agazine .

Editorial

ADVERTISERS

Podcast Use r Magazine
now  w e lcom e s adve rtising, both  sh ort 

and long te rm . Re ach  ove r 10,000 
re ade rs pe r m onth  in m ore  th an 120 

countrie s.

For m ore  de tails, contact
adrate s@ podcastus e rm agazine .com
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Going Up
- Facebook
No longe r for th e  colle giate  e lite , it's th e  ne w  MySpace  w ith  a touch  of 
class.

- Z oom  H 4 recorders
Tim e  to ditch  th at MiniD isc re corde r and m ove  into th e  21st ce ntury.
Plus it look s lik e  a taze r.

- Ubercaster
It look s love ly, it w ork s w e ll, it's Mac all th e  w ay.

Going Down
- Tw itter
No one 's re ally inte re ste d in w h at you're  doing, w e  all k now  you're  just using it 
to m ark e t your late st podcast e pisode  and do you re ally ne e d to blog your 
Tw itte r e ntrie s? No. You don't

- Talk sh oe
Ye s, it's gre at se rvice  for th ose  w anting to h ost th e ir ow n talk  sh ow . But stop 
re le asing your podcast w h e n it sounds lik e  it w as re corde d via your ph one . It 
doe sn't sound nice . Th ank s.

- MySpace Bulletins
W e ll, do you e ve r re ad th e m ?
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A victory for inde pe nde nt m e dia 
produce rs e ve ryw h e re  th is m onth , w ith  th e  ne w s th at th e  W orld Inte lle ctual 
Prope rty O rganization (W IPO ) h as faile d to re ach  a conse nsus on th e  m uch -
de ride d Inte rnational Broadcast tre aty at its June  22 m e e ting in Ge ne va. A 
de cision h as now  be e n postpone d until a diplom atic conve ntion on th e  
Tre aty can tak e  place ; th is is sch e dule d in D e ce m be r 2008.

Th e  propose d tre aty w as aim e d at e stablish ing a ne w  range  of inte lle ctual 
prope rty righ ts and h ad be e n supporte d by m ainstre am  broadcaste rs and 
conte nt ow ne rs k e e n to find w ays to tack le  th e  issue  of signal piracy. It w as 
vocife rously oppose d by digital civil libe rtie s advocate s, podcaste rs and 
blogge rs.

Th e  m ost controve rsial aspe ct of th e  tre aty w as a provision granting 
broadcaste rs a 50-ye ar righ t to ow n th e  signal of anyth ing th e y transm itte d.  
Unde r th e  te rm s of th e  tre aty, a Cre ative -Com m ons-lice nse d vide o or podcast 
transm itte d by a broadcaste r could not h ave  be e n re corde d or re transm itte d 
by any oth e r use r w h o utilize d th at broadcaste r as th e  source . Curre ntly 
broadcaste rs h ave  th e  righ ts to th e  conte nt th e y ow n, not to its signal.

Th e  tre aty w ould h ave  cre ate d a se rie s of le gal difficultie s for inde pe nde nt 
conte nt produce rs and place d re strictions upon th e  use  of th e ir m ate rial 
w h ich  th e y th e m se lve s h ad not agre e d to. Use rs w ould still h ave  be e n able  to 
gain acce ss to th e  source  m ate rial online , or from  th e  produce r dire ctly, but 
th e  tre aty w ould h ave  com plicate d th e  situation e norm ously.

UKPA Ch airm an D e an W h itbre ad, w h o h as cam paigne d against th e  tre aty on 
be h alf of UK Podcaste rs, said "UKPA m e m be rs and associate s once  again 
lobbie d h ard for th is victory for com m on se nse  and podcasting." 
(h ttp://uk pa.info)

Th e  pe re nnially popular 'tartanpodcast'  a 
sh ow  w h ich  fe ature d th e  be st unsigne d 
Scottish  m usic h oste d by PUM's ve ry ow n 

Mark  H unte r, finally playe d its last track  
th is m onth . Th e  track , 'Th ank  You and 
Goodnigh t' by Kasino, appe are d as part 
of tartanpodcast 110 on June  14th .

Th e  tartanpodcast w ill ce rtainly be  
m isse d by its fans, m any of w h om  discove re d 
both  podcasting and Scottish  m usic th rough  
th is brilliant sh ow . Th ank s for all th e  m usic 
Mark ; good luck  w ith  w h ate ve r follow s! Visit 
th e  tartanpodcast sh ow  arch ive  at 
h ttp://tartan.pnoh os ting.ca/

Mark  discusse s h is re asons for de ciding to call 
it a day in h is article  in th is m onth 's issue , and 
a tribute  can be  found in th e se  page s as w e ll.
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PodCam p Europe  took  place  at th e  VO N 
ce ntre  in Stock h olm  Sw e de n on June  12/13 
and w as anoth e r grand succe ss for th e  
grow ing grassroots ne w -m e dia m ove m e nt. 
A full re port can be  found inside  th is issue .

Ch e ck   h ttp://podcam p/pbw ik i.com  
for link s to th e se  podcam ps:
PodCam p MidW e st - July 20-21
PodCam p Pittsburgh  2! - August 18-19
Podcam p City O nline   - July 28
PodCam pUK - Se pte m be r 1-2
Podcam p Ph illy - Se pte m be r 7-9
Podcam p SoCal - Se pte m be r 27

http://www.podcastusermagazine.com
http://tartan.pnohosting.ca/
http://ukpa.info
http://podcamp.pbwiki.com/PodCampMidWest
http://podcamp.pbwiki.com/PodCampPittsburgh2
http://podcamp.pbwiki.com/Podcamp+City+Online
http://podcamp.pbwiki.com/PodCampUK
http://podcamp.pbwiki.com/PodCampPhilly
http://podcamp.pbwiki.com/PodcampSoCal
http://podcamp/pbwiki.com
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Elsie  Escob ar und e rstand s yoga and  pod casting on a ve ry 
d e e p le ve l. Th rough out h e r life , Elsie  

h as alw ays gone  w ith  th e  flow . It 
w as a se rie s of rand om  

circum stance s th at le d  h e r 
into b oth  yoga and  

pod casting. Now  th at Elsie  
is firm ly on h e r path , sh e  
w ants you find  your ow n 
path  and  join h e r on th e  

journe y of se lf-
d iscove ry.

Elsie Flows into Grace
Text by Lance Anderson

ph oto courte s y Els ie  Es cobar

http://www.podcastusermagazine.com


ELSIE'S JOURNEY BEGAN in San 
Salvador, El Salvador. It w as a tum ultuous 
tim e  in h e r native  country, fille d w ith  
re volution and w h irling h e licopte r blade s. 
Elsie  re m e m be rs th ose  
tim e s, ye t sh e  ch oose s to 
focus on th e  country's 
natural be auty and th e  
rich ne ss of th e  culture . 
H e r grandm oth e r w as an 
e le gant w om an w h o first 
taugh t Elsie  about th e  
im portance  of ph ysical 
posture  and th e  inte rnal 
pride  of be ing a w om an. 
O ne  of th e  oth e r e arly 
im age s of w om e n cam e  
from  be auty page ants. In 
fact, Miss USA w as Elsie 's 
first e xposure  to 'Estados 
Unidos'. Th is all ch ange d 
w h e n sh e  w as nine . In 
orde r to e scape  th e  
inte rnal ch aos in El 
Salvador, Elsie 's im m e diate  fam ily sold 
e ve ryth ing th e y ow ne d and m ove d to Los 
Ange le s, spe cifically Burbank . Elsie  w as 
obviously ne rvous about w h at life  w as 
going to be  lik e  in th is ne w  w orld, 
alth ough  sh e  w as h ope ful be cause  sh e  
w as going to be  m oving to th e  'City of 
Ange ls', w h ich  playe d righ t into h e r young 
im agination, m ixe d w ith  h e r Cath olic 
faith . In h e r m ind sh e  picture d ange ls and 
ch e rubs on th e  le dge s of th e  
buildings. Th ough  Los 
Ange le s didn't e xactly m atch  
h e r im agination, sh e  w as 
surprise d to find th at it w as 
so m uch  q uie te r th an h e r 
w ar-torn h om e land. Elsie  
soon found a ne w  groove  in 
h e r ne w  h om e .

As an adole sce nt, Elsie  
starte d to re be l against th e  
traditions of h e r h e ritage  and th e  
supe rficiality of h e r ne w  h om e . Elsie  
m ask e d h e r budding se xuality, be cause  
sh e  didn't w ant to be  se e n as sim ply "h ot." 
Sh e  w ante d to be  m ore  lik e  Mary Stuart 
Maste rson's tom boyish  ch aracte r from  th e  
gre at te e n flick , Som e  Kind of W onde rful.

Elsie  w ante d to be  in a "re al re lationsh ip" 
w ith  a guy w h o w ould dig h e r for true  
se lf. W h ile  navigating th ose  tough  h igh -
sch ool ye ars, Elsie  did w e ll, but not w e ll 

e nough  to apply for 
m ajors such  as busine ss, 
so sh e  ch ose  "th e atre  
be cause  it w as e asie r to 
ge t acce pte d." For th e  first 
tw o ye ars, Elsie  figure d 
sh e  w ould find a m ajor 
sh e  re ally conne cte d to, 
such  as e ducation. But 
th e n sh e  soon re alize d 
sh e  w ould be  in sch ool 
fore ve r if sh e  didn't focus. 
So sh e  graduate d from  
Loyola Marym ount 
Unive rsity w ith  a de gre e  
in th e atre . Th is le ad to 
h e r applying to th e  
National Th e ate r 
Conse rvatory in Colorado. 
Th e  sch ool is th e  only one  

of its k ind; th at is, accre dite d by Congre ss 
for th e  th e atre  arts, w h ich  allow s it a fre e  
and ope n style . NTC's sole  purpose  is all 
about cre ating dram atic art and te ach ing 
th e  craft of th e atre . An e sse ntial part of 
th e  training w as m orning yoga.

Afte r e arning h e r graduate  de gre e , sh e  
cam e  h om e  to Los Ange le s to pursue  
acting and be  close r to h e r fam ily and 

boyfrie nd. Th is w as not a 
h appy tim e  for Elsie . Sh e  
h ate d th e  w ay th e  
e m ph asis w as alw ays on 
appe arance , inste ad of 
w h o a pe rson re ally w as. 
For a couple  of ye ars sh e  
fough t against h e r true  se lf 
and did th e  H ollyw ood 
dance . Th e n on Se pte m be r 
11, 2001 w h ile  riding on a 
bus on th e  ne arly e m pty 

stre e ts of h e r adopte d h om e , sh e  de cide d 
to "bre ak -up w ith  acting." It w as difficult 
and e m otional, but on ve ry de e p le ve l sh e  
k ne w  sh e  w as doing th e  righ t th ing. Sh e  
w as finally be ing true  to h e rse lf.
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ph oto courte s y Lance  Ande rs on

W h e n you close  
your e ye s and  liste n, 

you b e com e  m uch  
b igge r th an your 
ind ivid ual se lf

Click  h e re  to h e ar th e  inte rvie w
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O ne  of th e  le ssons Elsie  le arne d in 
Colorado w as th e  calm ing e ffe cts of 
yoga, so sh e  turne d back  to studying. 
Elsie  trie d diffe re nt style s and 
te ach e rs, w h ile  re ading e ve ryth ing 
sh e  could about "yoga and bre ath ing." 
W h e n sh e  finally m e t h e r yogic m e ntor, 
Naim e  Je zze ny, sh e  re alize d h ow  
transform ing yoga could be . "H is 
Exube rance , vitality and passion" le ad h e r 
to re cognize  th at sh e  h ad "th at k ind of 
voice  inside  of m e ." Je zze ny te ach e s 
Anusara Yoga (Flow ing w ith  Grace ) 
th at w as founde d by Joh n Frie nd. 
Je zze ny e ncourage d Elsie  to try pose s 
th at sh e  ne ve r th ough t sh e  could 
h old. Th e  e xpe rie nce  w ork ing w ith  
Je zze ny le ad Elsie  back  full circle , to h e r 
original de sire  to te ach . Now  sh e  could 
sh are  h e r k now le dge  and joy of yoga w ith  
th ose  w h o truly w ant to le arn.

In D e ce m be r of 2005, Elsie  bough t an 
iPod to use  for h e r classe s and to 
liste n to w h ile  trave ling around 
tow n on th e  bus or h e r bik e . It w as 
th e n th at sh e  first e ncounte re d th e  
m yste rious te rm  'podcasting'. Sh e  
w ante d to le arn m ore  about th is 
ne w  te ch nology so sh e  starte d by 
liste ning to Podcast 411. Th rough  Rob 
W alch , Elsie  discove re d m any oth e r 
voice s th at pulle d h e r into th e ir w orld. 
W ith  audio podcasts, th e  e m ph asis w as 
on w h o th e  pe rson re ally w as, not w h at 
th e y look e d lik e . Elsie  w as h ook e d. 
Th e n in July of 2006, w ith  th e  h e lp of 
Victor Cajiao (Typical Mac Use r) Elsie  
starte d h e r ow n podcast, Elsie 's Yoga 
Class: Live  and Unplugge d. Th e  
form at w as sim ple , sh e  w as re cording h e r 
classe s and re le asing th e m  as a podcast. 
At first it w as m ostly a se rvice  for h e r 
stude nts w h o couldn't m ak e  class, but it 
soon turne d into som e th ing bigge r, a 
w orld-w ide  audie nce  of liste ne rs.

Som e  don't e ve n do th e  posture s, th e y 
just liste n to th e  sound of h e r voice . 
Th e  m om e ntum  h as le ad Elsie  to start 
a se cond podcast, th e  YoGe e k  
W ork out. 

Elsie  fe e ls th e re  is a de e pe r conne ction 
be tw e e n th e  podcaste r and liste ne r in 
audio.  Sh e  h as found a fe w  vide o 
podcasts to w atch , th ough . O ne  is 
JETSET, and anoth e r w as re ce ntly 
re com m e nde d by Elsie 's good frie nd and 

fe llow  yoga podcaste r, H illary Rubin 
(H illary's Yoga Practice ): a vide o 
podcast by a couple  of guys in Iraq  
(H om e tow n Bagh dad) w h o vlog 
about life  in th e ir ow n w ar-torn 

country. O bviously, th is is a subje ct for 
w h ich  Elsie  h as a de e p unde rstanding 
and com passion. In fact, th e  com bination 
of yoga and podcasting h as also de e pe ne d 
Elsie 's faith . Th e  spiritual aspe ct of yoga 
com plim e nts h e r e ve r-grow ing 

unde rstanding of Cath olicism , w h ile  
podcasting h as put Elsie  in touch  w ith  
th e  large r Cath olic com m unity 
th rough  podcaste rs such  as Fath e r 
Rode rick  (Th e  D aily Bre ak fast), Gre g 
and Je nnife r W illits (Th e  Rosary 

Arm y &  Th at Cath olic Sh ow  ) and Paul 
Cam arata (Th e  Saintcast). 

Elsie  is truly a m ix of Easte rn and W e ste rn 
spiritual practice s. Grow ing up in El 
Salvador and th e n 'City of Ange ls', sh e  

ne ve r im agine d th at sh e  w as one  
day going to te ach  yoga to th e  
w orld th rough  podcasting. 
Inste ad, Elsie  just m ove d into h e r 
ow n "flow  of grace ."

Elsie  Escobar
h ttp://e ls ie s yogak ula.com /
h ttp://yoge e k w ork out.com /
Lance  Ande rson
h ttp://ve rge ofth e fringe .com
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PODCASTING IS NEW , isn’t it? It’s 
young, it’s se xy, it’s te ch nology and it's 
going to ch ange  w e  w ay w e  re ce ive  
e nte rtainm e nt, righ t?

Maybe . O K... ye s. For som e , it w ill.

I re m e m be r w h e n I first starte d to 
com e  up w ith  th e  ide a of an online  
daily audio sh ow  th at could be  
e asily dow nloade d and liste ne d to 
on th ose  strange  ne w  MP3 playe rs 
th at e ve ryone  se e m e d to h ave . I saw  
th e se  pe ople  on trains, in particular, 
sitting liste ning to m usic, and I 
be cam e  e xcite d. I th ough t, ‘Ah , th e y 
can’t liste n to th e  radio be cause  of all th e  
tunne ls and th e  range  of th e  radio 
stations, th e  FM fre q ue ncy w ill be  lost 
and it w ould be  so irritating. So th e se  
pe ople  h ave  no ch oice  but to liste n to 
th e ir re cords or CD  colle ctions e ncode d 
into th e  MP3 form at ove r and ove r again.

I be cam e  e xcite d be cause  I h ad a ne w  
ide a - an innovative  ide a aim e d e spe cially 
at com m ute rs: a daily audio sh ow  th at 
th e y could liste n to e n route  to w ork  w ith  
no inte rfe re nce  from  loss of radio signals. 
I w ould use  th e  h om e -base d radio studio I 
h ad se t up a couple  ye ars pre viously for 
an inte rne t radio sh ow  th at unfortunate ly 
h adn’t com e  to anyth ing and re cord a 30-
m inute  program m e  e ach  and ve ry day, 
upload it to a se rve r and le t pe ople  
dow nload an audio file  and transfe r it to 
th e ir MP3 playe rs. 

I w e nt on line  to se e  if anyth ing lik e  th is 
w as alre ady available . O ne  h ate s it if 
som e  oth e r be gge r h as alre ady nick e d 
your brilliant brain w ave . And, bugge r 
m e , th e y h ad. I saw  som e  fe llow  in 
Am e rica w as doing som e th ing calle d 
‘podcasting’. Th is w as D e ce m be r 2004, 
and I w as de vastate d.

In fact I w as so disappointe d I ne arly gave  
up th e  proje ct th e re  and th e n, but th e n I 
starte d to liste n to a fe w  of th e se  so-calle d 
podcasts. By golly, th e y w e re  aw ful. 
Pe ople  w ith  no pe rsonality just talk ing 
into a m icroph one  and m ak ing out th is 
w as re volutionary. Th e y w e re  th rille d to

OUT OF SYNC
 - W h y Podcasting
 is a Step
Backwards
Text by Rich ard Vobes
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 I am  no longe r re fe rring to m yse lf as a 
podcaste r. I find th e  te rm  lim iting. I do 
m ore  th an th at. I h ave  a daily audio sh ow , 

talk  radio in style , and it can be  
liste ne d to at th e  touch  of a 

button on de m and from  
th e  w e b site . Ye s, th e  

sh ow  can be  
dow nloade d by th e  
RSS fe e d as a podcast 
and liste ne d to on an 
MP3 playe r at a late r 
date  if so re q uire d. 
But it isn’t just an 

audio sh ow . No, th e re  
is vide o and 

ph otograph s, ne w s and 
vie w s and fun and gam e s. 

I am  now  th ink ing th at m y 
sh ow  is m uch  be tte r suite d as a 

w e b-base d e nte rtainm e nt m e dium  w h e re  
podcasting is just one  sm all part of th e  
sh ow .

It is also w h e re  I be lie ve  th e  bigge r 
audie nce  lie s. Th e re  are  th ousands of 
pe ople  buying laptops now  for th e  first 
tim e , conne cting to th e  inte rne t via th e  
ne w  w ifi m ode m  th e y h ave  installe d, and 
th e y can book  th e ir h olidays online , 

w atch  TV online  and talk  to th e ir 
frie nds all so e ffortle ssly. Th e  

stand-alone  com pute rs and 
laptops are  be com ing th e  

all-in-one  e nte rtainm e nt 
ce nte rs. Pe ople  are  
look ing for e xciting 
th ings to do w ith  th e ir 
com pute rs, and th is is 
w h e re  I com e  in. I 
w ant to e m brace  th is. 
To sim ply podcast 

w ould be  lim iting m y 
pote ntial and, in m y 

h um ble  opinion, ve ry 
m uch  a back w ards ste p! 

announce  th e y h ad ne arly tw e nty 
liste ne rs and e ve n an e m ail or tw o from  
th e m  to prove  it. But w h at w as e tch e d 
into m y m ind m ore  th an anyth ing 
w as th e  com ple te  lack  of 
profe ssionalism  and abse nce  
of conte nt in th e se  e arly 
sh ow s.

If th e y could ge t aw ay 
w ith  th at and still h ave  
liste ne rs, I could do so 
m uch  be tte r and w ipe  
th e  board, or so I 
th ough t.

Now  in July 2007, w e  h ave  
h undre ds of th ousands of 
podcasts clogging up th e  inte rne t 
supe rspe e d h ype rw ay, and one  m ust 
ask , h ave  th ings im prove d any? Not 
re ally, I th ink . Th e re  are  som e  gre at 
sh ow s out th e re , but th e re  is still a lot of 
noise , w affle  and (le t's be  h one st) crap.

Th at said, it doe sn’t m atte r re ally, doe s it? 
It’s a h obby, afte r all, isn’t it? And it's fun 
to do and th e re  is ple nty of room  for 
m ore . I h one stly do not h ave  a proble m  
w ith  th at. But it isn’t for m e , be cause  I 
h ave  sudde nly re alize d th at th is ne w  
e xciting m e dium , th is RSS-fe d, 
m ode rn, se xy podcasting is 
actually a back w ards ste p 
from  m y original goal of 
e nte rtaining th e  m asse s.

Podcasting is slow ly 
be com ing be tte r k now n 
am ongst th e  lay public. 
True , but be tte r k now n 
as w h at? As a sligh tly 
te ch y, ge e k y and 
com plicate d th ing to do, 
for one  th ing, or com ple te ly 
m isinte rpre te d for anoth e r. 
Som e  pe ople  are  calling w h at th e  
BBC do w ith  th e ir 'Liste n Again' facility, 
or e ve n th e  'Play Now ' buttons on 
w e bsite s, podcasts. Cle arly th e y are  not 
podcasts; th e y are  audio dow nloads. Th e y 
h ave  alw ays be e n audio dow nloads and 
alw ays w ill be  audio dow nloads! 

I am
no longe r

re fe rring to m yse lf
as a pod caste r

R ich ard Vobe s
h ttp://w w w .vobe s .com
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Th e World of
Sowerby &  Luff
Text by S owerby &  Luff

ph oto courte s y Sow e rby &  Luff

GEORGINA AND  BRIAN w e re  tw o of th e  
first British  podcaste rs to build a truly cult 
follow ing around th e  w orld w ith  th e ir 
Com edy 365 se rie s Th e Big Squeeze . 
Th e ir late st podcast Th e Sow erby &  
Luff Sh ow  is on th e  Podsh ow  Ne tw ork . 
In th is, th e ir se cond colum n for Podcast 
Use r Magazine , th e  dynam ic duo m ak e  
th e ir first e ne m y in th e  com e dy 
busine ss... 

Solon, farewell,
Auf Weiderseh en, 
goodbye…

IN AUGUST 2005, Laura Solon w on th e  
Pe rrie r Aw ard in Edinburgh . Th re e  days 
late r, h e r ne w  age nt te le ph one d m e .

“W e ’d lik e  you to re m ove  Laura’s act 
from  your little  podcast” sh e  said. Laura 
h ad be e n th e  first e ve r voice  to appe ar on 
th e  Com e dy 365 podcast, and now  sh e  
w as one  of th e  bigge st up-and-com ing 
stars in th e  w orld of com e dy. 

http://www.podcastusermagazine.com
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“But, w e  h ave  Laura’s pe rsonal 
pe rm ission to syndicate  h e r act on 
Com e dy 365” I said.

“Th at w as be fore  sh e  w as a Pe rrie r 
w inne r” said th e  age nt. “Now  you ne e d 
our pe rm ission”.

“W h y isn’t Laura ringing m e  up h e rse lf?” I 
ask e d.

“Sh e  doe sn’t h ave  to ring you” said th e  
age nt. “Sh e  doe sn’t h ave  to ring anyone , 
e ve r again. Sh e ’s w on th e  Pe rrie r Aw ard.”

I argue d w ith  th e  age nt for about te n 
m inute s, th e n I sh oute d at h e r and sw ore  
at h e r and put th e  ph one  dow n. W h ich  
probably w asn’t a ve ry good ide a, as th at 
particular age nt re pre se nts m ost of th e  
w e ll-k now n com e dy tale nt in th e  UK.

“W h at w as all th at sh outing?” ask e d 
Ge orgina.

“I just told Avalon to f*** off” I re plie d.

“W h at?” groane d Ge orgina. “But th e y’re  
th e  bigge st com e dy age nt on th e  plane t!”

“Ye s, I k now ”, I said.

“And you told th e m  to f*** off ?”.

“W ords to th at e ffe ct, ye s” I said.

Th e  follow ing day, still fum ing, I took  
Laura’s act off th e  Com e dy 365 podcast 
fe e d, and Ge orgina and I m ade  our first 
prope r e ne m y in sh ow biz.

W e  got pre tty de pre sse d th at day. W e  fe lt 
th at our fringe  sh ow , Sk e tch  Club, and th e  
Com e dy 365 podcast h ad be e n tw o of th e  
th ings th at h ad m ade  it possible  for Laura 
Solon to te st and de ve lop h e r aw ard-
w inning m ate rial, and Ge orgina and I 
w ante d to fe e l th at w e ’d playe d som e  
sm all part in h e r succe ss. Inste ad, w e ’d 
sim ultane ously h ad a sm ack  on th e  w rist 
and a slap in th e  face .

But som e th ing ch e e re d us up th at day. 
Ge orgina ch e ck e d iTune s, lik e  sh e  did 
e ve ry day, and look e d to se e  w h o w as 
curre ntly in th e  Top 100 podcasts.

Sh e ’d ge ne rally start se arch ing from  th e  
bottom  of th e  Top 100 upw ards, h oping 
th at one  day sh e ’d discove r th at Com e dy 
365 h ad slippe d in at num be r 9 8. But sh e  
rare ly scrolle d h igh e r up th e  ch art th an, 
say, 50. W h at w as th e  point? Com e dy 365 
w asn’t going to be  th e re . W h ich  is w h y, 
for th e  past fe w  days, sh e  h ad faile d to 
notice  th at Com e dy 365 w as now  sitting 
proudly at num be r 3.

“F***!” sh e  ye lle d, and cam e  running out 
of th e  living room . Sh e  sounde d lik e  sh e  
h ad accide ntally cut h e r finge r off w ith  a 
pow e r tool.

“W h at’s th e  m atte r?” I said.

“W e ’re  num be r 3 on iTune s! W e ’re  in th e  
top f***ing th re e !”

Ge orgina and I pe rform e d a 'Frie nds'-style  
victory dance  around th e  flat, but w e  
didn’t re ally k now  w h at our ne w -found 
ch art status m e ant. I dash e d back  to th e  
com pute r and, for th e  first tim e  in a 
w e e k , ch e ck e d our stats on Libsyn. Big 
Sq ue e ze  43, in w h ich  w e  discusse d giving 
CPR  to ch ick e ns, h ad rack e d up ove r 
10,000 dow nloads in about th re e  days.

A w e e k  late r, w e  e nte re d th e  USA ch art 
at 12, and by th e  e nd of Nove m be r 2005 
w e  w e re  sitting at num be r 3 in both  th e  
USA and UK ch arts. O nly BBC D Js Ch ris 
Moyle s and Ch ris Evans w e re  k e e ping 
Com e dy 365 from  be ing th e  top podcast 
in th e  Unite d Kingdom .

And Laura Solon? Sh e ’s co-starring in 
th at ne w  se rie s w ith  H arry Enfie ld and 
Paul W h ite h ouse  on BBC1. Ge orgina and 
I h ave  got to adm it, sh e  is ve ry funny in it. 
But don’t te ll h e r age nt w e  said so. 

More  ad ve nture s w ith  Sow e rb y &  Luff in th e  ne xt issue  of Pod cast Use r Magazine
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Mark :
My Words

Text by Mark H unter

I NO LONGER go sh opping w ith  m y w ife . 
In fact, I stoppe d going sh opping w ith  h e r 
ye ars ago. Th e  re ason? I k now  w h e n 
som e th ing is righ t, alm ost im m e diate ly. 
O K, th at's a fairly bold, sw e e ping 
state m e nt, but w h at I m e an is th is: w h e n 
I k now  som e th ing is righ t, a dre ss, a pair 
of sh oe s, a tie , a TV, for e xam ple , th e n I 
k now  th at it's righ t. I don't ne e d to trudge  
on for se ve ral h ours look ing at oth e r 
dre sse s (not for m e , I m ay add), oth e r 
pairs of sh oe s, a rainbow  of diffe re nt tie s 
and a w are h ouse  full of TVs be fore  
m ak ing m y m ind up. My w ife , h ow e ve r, 
lik e s to do just th at. H e nce  m y no longe r 
going sh opping w ith  h e r.

I h ope  w h at th is w ill illustrate  is w h y I 
m ade  th e  de cision to no longe r h ost and 
produce  th e  tartanpodcast and h ost th e  
Me llow  Monday Sh ow , and w h y I fe e l no 
pangs of re gre t for e ith e r de cision. Cards 
on th e  table : both  podcasts h ave  be e n 
ve ry good to m e . I didn't e nte r podcasting 
for fam e , fortune  or ce le brity, so if th e  
tartanpodcast h adn't re ce ive d atte ntion 
from  th e  BBC in Boston, or th e  BBC 
te ch nology w e bsite , or th e  Ne w  York  
Tim e s, and if I h adn't be e n de scribe d by

Glasgow 's ow n posh  ne w spape r, Th e  
H e rald, as 'one  of th e  m ost popular 
podcaste rs in th e  w orld' (th is w as June  
2005, I m ay add, w h e n th e  tartanpodcast 
pe ak e d at num be r 9  on th e  Podcast Alle y 
ch art), if I h adn't be e n inte rvie w e d by 
Murie l Gre y for a BBC radio docum e ntary, 
or tw ice  appe are d on BBC Radio 
Scotland (one  tim e  w inning, along w ith  
PUM's Ew an Spe nce , a q uiz sh ow ), I 
w ould h ave  be e n just as h appy plugging 
th e  m ic in and re cording 30 m inute s of 
gre at indie , Scottish  m usic. Grante d, it's 
alw ays nice  to k now  th at pe ople  liste n to 
and e njoy th e  fruits of your podcasting 
e nde avours, but ach ie ving and garne ring 

th e se  scintilla of 'fam e ' w as a ple asant 
distraction. H ow e ve r, w h e n th e  
tartanpodcast and Me llow  Monday Sh ow  
starte d to be com e  ch ore s to h ost and 
produce , th e n th e  w h ole  re ason for m e  
podcasting in th e  first place  rose  above  
th e m  all.

I starte d to podcast to fill a cre ative  void. 
I've  said be fore  th at podcasting just h it 
th e  spot, cre ative ly, in a w ay th at 
ph otograph y, blogging, guitar playing and

- Th e Time Was Righ t

im age  courte s y Mark  H unte r

im age  courte s y Tartanpodcas t
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sk e tch ing ne ve r h ad. I've  also, 
controve rsially to som e  pe ople , state d 
th at I don't podcast for th e  liste ne rs - I 
podcast for m e . And in m y m ind, it's only 
w h e n you podcast for you w ill your 
podcast be  a gre at one . It's a ve ry sim ple  
re ason to podcast. But it's w h e n you start 
to fe e l oblige d to podcast, w h e n you 
k now  you've  got a liste ne r base  aw aiting 
your ne xt production, th at th e  ch e m istry 
starts to ge t tam pe re d w ith . Are  you still 
podcasting for you, to satisfy som e th ing 
w ith in your psych e , or to satisfy th e  ofte n 
anonym ous liste ne rs, pe ople  you'll lik e ly 
ne ve r m e e t nor spe ak  to? For m e  th e  
balance  h ad sh ifte d to th e  latte r.

Now , th is w asn't th e  first tim e  I'd be com e  
aw are  of th e  sh ift, but som e th ing alw ays 
re dre sse d th e  balance . More  ofte n th an 
not a fantastic MP3 from  a tale nte d but 
pe rh aps ignore d band w ould arrive  in m y 
inbox and th at w ould se t m e  off again, m y 
passion for th e  m e dium  
rising, th e  urge  to cre ate  and 
sh are  w inning ove r th e  
fe e ling of duty to th e  
liste ne rs. And th e n I'd be  
able  to produce  a gre at 
e pisode  of m y podcast. So 
w h e n th e  fantastic MP3s 
starte d to dry up, w e ll, th e  
ide a of q uitting th e  
tartanpodcast and Me llow  
Monday Sh ow  arrive d in m y 
m ind. Again. And th is tim e  I k ne w  it w as 
th e  righ t th ing to do. I k ne w  I didn't ne e d 
to tak e  a bre ak  or a h iatus and com e  back  
in a fe w  m onth s. I k ne w  I h ad to e nd it 
righ t aw ay.

And I don't fe e l any re gre t. O k , m aybe  a

Mark  H unte r is Se nior Produce r for 
Talk ing Voice s.
h ttp://talk ingvoice s .com

w e e  pang w h e n I ge t an e m ail from  a 
sadde ne d band te lling m e  h ow  m uch  
e xposure  to a global fan-base  via th e  
tartanpodcast m e ant to th e m  and h ow  
m uch  m y podcast h ad done  for th e m . 
Maybe  th e n. Fle e tingly. Th e  q ue stion 
arise s, h ow e ve r, of w h at to do w ith  th e  
tartanpodcast's RSS fe e d. Sim ple . I le ave  
it ope n. W h y? Be cause  an RSS fe e d is 
m ore  th an a subscription m e th od to a 
podcast or blog. It's a ch anne l of 
com m unication. So, as I e m bark  on th e  
production proje cts th at w ill be  k ick ing 
off ve ry soon, I'll be  able  to le t th e  pe ople  
w h o've  e njoye d liste ning to m y voice  for 
ove r tw o ye ars k now  w h at I'm  up to, 

using m y ch anne l of com m unication, m y 
RSS fe e d. And now  th at I'm  continuing to 
produce  th e  Me llow  Monday Sh ow , a 
podcast w ith  lim itle ss pote ntial and one  
th at ce rtainly h ad to continue  w ith  or 
w ith out m e  (and one  th at's gre at to h ave  

on one 's CV), I can post 
e ach  ne w  e pisode  - 
fe aturing m y w ife  - using 
m y com m unication 
ch anne l.

Th e  tartanpodcast h as 
be e n good to m e . But I 
k ne w  w h e n th e  tim e  w as 
righ t. And now  a w h ole  
ne w  ch apte r h as be gun. 

im age  courte s y Me llow  Monday Sh ow

only w h e n you 
pod cast for you 

w ill your 
pod cast b e  a 

gre at one
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I'M W RITING TH IS on th e  train h om e , re turning from  a fabulous fe w  days in Stock h olm , 
Sw e de n, w h e re  I atte nde d th e  first e ve r PodCam p Europe . It m anage d to e xce e d m y 
conside rable  e xpe ctations by q uite  a w ide  m argin! Th e  m ix of pe ople  atte nding, from  
Europe , Am e rica and th e  Middle -East, gave  it a dive rse  inte lle ctual te xture  and tone  and a 
re al fe e ling of inte rnationalism . English  w as th e  com m on language , but m ore  im portantly, 
all atte nding sh are d a passion for podcasting and for using ne w -m e dia tools to cre ate  
com pe lling conte nt and to build com m unity. It w as an e nrich ing e xpe rie nce  - I can't 
re m e m be r spe ak ing to anyone  th e re  w h o e xpre sse d a diffe re nt opinion.

Th e  e ve nt be ne fite d e norm ously from  th e  
fine  e fforts of PodCam p's 'dynam ic duo' 
Ch ris Brogan and Ch ristoph e r Pe nn; w h o 
founde d th e  conce pt back  in 2006, 
organizing th e  first-e ve r PodCam p in 
Boston, Massach use tts. Since  th e n, 
th e y've  continue d to play a 
m ajor role , h e lping to sh ape  its 
de ve lopm e nt and nurturing 
its uniq ue  e th os and spirit. 
In Stock h olm , th e y 
continue d th e se  fine  e fforts, 
pre se nting num e rous 
se ssions ove r th e  course  of 
th e  tw o days and alw ays 
m ak ing th e m se lve s available  to 
h e lp oth e rs. Be tw e e n th e m , th e y 
sh are d a w ork load be fore , during and 
afte r th e  e ve nt, w h ich  w as th e  m ain 
re ason it w as able  to h appe n at all. Th e y 
sh ould be  congratulate d for th e  h ard 
w ork  th e y continue  to do in h e lping th e  
PodCam p m ove m e nt grow .

 For m e , th e  stand-out se ssions from  day 
one  w e re  th ose  h oste d by Jason Jarre tt, 
D e an W h itbre ad and Ch ris Brogan. Jason 
spok e  w ith  e norm ous w it and e nth usiasm  

about th ings h e  w ish e d h e 'd k now n 
w h e n h e  starte d podcasting; 

D e an gave  a spirite d and 
passionate  de fe nse  of w h y 
podcasting is an im portant 
social fre e dom  and Ch ris 
spok e  e ngagingly about 
com m unity and 
re lationsh ips. Th e y all 

provide d m uch  food for 
th ough t.

Lunch  w as a fine  and live ly affair 
w ith  lots of im prom ptu discussion, so 

m uch  so th at one  of th e  discussions 
e ffe ctive ly be cam e  an additional se ssion, 
w ith  around e igh t pe ople  participating. I 
spe nt m uch  of th e  afte rnoon in th e  
m e ntor room , ch atting and socializing
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w ith  frie nds old and ne w , be fore  w e  all 
h e ade d off to find food in Stock h olm  city 
ce ntre  and atte nd Je ff Pulve r's e ve ning 
party.

Je ff h ad laid on th e  fre e  
party as a tre at for 
atte nde e s at th e  VO N 
confe re nce , and h e  h ad 
donate d a large  ch unk  of 
th e  e xpe nsive  confe re nce  
floor space  for th at e ve nt to 
PodCam p Europe . W e  
h appily acce pte d th e  party 
invite s h ande d out by Ch ris 
Brogan and w e re  tre ate d to a top-notch  
e ve ning of food, drink  and e nte rtainm e nt. 
Th e  band, (w h ich  Je ff fle w  in from  
Se attle ) w e re  calle d 'H e rding Cats' and 
w e re  q uite  sim ply th e  be st cove rs band I 
h ave  e ve r se e n. Th e y playe d th re e  
barnstorm ing se ts, ste aling fre e ly from  th e  
last fe w  de cade s of m usical h istory, and 
th e y w e re  a de ligh t to w atch  and liste n to. 
A ve ry good tim e  w as h ad by all, and I'm  
ce rtain w e  all sle pt soundly in our h ote l 
be ds!

Afte r th e  h igh -te m po e ne rgy e xch ange  of 
day one , day tw o could so e asily h ave  
be e n a disappointm e nt. Inste ad, it 
de ve lope d a m ore  intim ate  
and conve rsational tone , 
culm inating in a long, 
im provise d roundtable  
se ssion, w h e re  pe ople  
sim ply sw appe d ide as and 
ask e d q ue stions of e ach  
oth e r. Th e re  w as a gre at 
se ssion from  Ch ris Brogan 
and Ch ristoph e r Pe nn, in 
w h ich  th e y  spok e  at 
le ngth  about h ow  to put toge th e r a 
PodCam p. In ligh t of th e  upcom ing 
PodCam pUK in Birm ingh am  on 
Se pte m be r 1st and 2nd, I found th is 
particularly h e lpful...

Th e  h e art and soul of a PodCam p are  th e  
pe ople  at th e  e ve nt itse lf. It's th e ir 
contributions, discussions, ide as and 
opinions th at ultim ate ly m ak e  e ach  
PodCam p a truly uniq ue  e xpe rie nce . Th e

be auty of th is is th at it isn't sim ply a 
catch y-sounding ph rase , e m anating from  
a m ark e ting de partm e nt, th at ultim ate ly 
doe sn't m e an ve ry m uch ; it's a ge nuine  
part of th e  D NA of th e  e ve nt. Th e  

conne ctive  tissue  around 
th is h e art, binding 
e ve ryth ing toge th e r, is th e  
fre e dom  inh e re nt in th e  
unconfe re nce  e xpe rie nce  
for inform al ne tw ork ing, 
discussion and im provise d 
se ssion sch e duling. It's th at 
sim ple , and it's e norm ously 
pow e rful.

A PodCam p is not your typical confe re nce  
e ve nt. It's a place  you go to to sh are  w h o 
you are  and w h at you k now  w ith  oth e rs. 
To te ach  and to le arn and to grow  your 
pe rsonal com m unity. Th e  be autiful th ing 
is, th at by virtue  of doing so, you also 
grow  th e  com m unity as a w h ole . It's a 
ge nuine ly uplifting e xpe rie nce  to atte nd 
and to participate  in, and it's an aw ful lot 
of fun. I h adn't planne d to ge t involve d in 
le ading any se ssions, but som e h ow  found 
m yse lf de e ply im m e rse d in tw o. Th ank s 
to Linda Mills and Ph il Cam pbe ll for th at. 
:)

I'd re ally lik e  to e ncourage  
you to atte nd or organize  a 
PodCam p yourse lf. So far 
it's th e  be st tim e  I've  h ad at 
a confe re nce  e ve nt - pe riod 
- and I can't w ait to atte nd 
anoth e r. Fortunate ly th at's 
h appe ning fairly soon w ith  
PodCam pUK, and If you'd 
lik e  to ge t involve d in th at, 
ple ase  fe e l fre e  to do so. 

H e ad ove r to th e  w ik i and sign up 
(h ttp://podcam p.pbw ik i.com /PodCam pUK), 
and le t us k now  w h at you m igh t w ant to 
contribute  to th e  se ssions. I re ally look  
forw ard to m e e ting you th e re .
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Pod Cam p is  a 
place  you go to to 
sh are  w h o you are  

and  w h at you 
k now  w ith  oth e rs

Th e  h e art and  
soul of a 

Pod Cam p are  th e  
pe ople  at th e  
e ve nt itse lf

Joh n Buck le y
h ttp://citiz e ns coop.co.uk
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Inside Th e Podcasters' S tudio

Text by Paul and Judy H utch inson

George Smyth
In an e ffort to b e tte r k now  our colle ague s, w e  are  tak ing a look  'Insid e  th e  
Pod caste rs’ Stud io'. W e  w ant to k now  w h at m ak e s pod caste rs d o w h at th e y 

d o, w h at m otivate s th e m  and  w h e re  th e y se e  th e ir pod cast 
going in th e  future . 
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Ge orge  prod uce s tw o pod casts, O ne  Minute  H ow -To and  Ecle ctic Mix. In e ach  
e pisod e  of O ne  Minute  H ow -To pe ople  just lik e  you are  give n just 60 se cond s to 
e xplain h ow  to d o som e th ing. Th is m e ans th at th e y ne e d  to ge t righ t to th e  
point. Ecle ctic Mix offe rs th e  b e st from  a m ixture  of m usical style s. Th e  w ork -
safe  m usic on Ecle ctic Mix is not m arrie d  to a spe cific ge nre . Be  it jazz, 
classical, folk , alte rnative , w h ate ve r, if h e  love s it, h e ’ll play it. Ge orge  w as 
b orn in Sum m it, Ne w  Je rse y, in th e  USA in 19 51. H e  h as tw o ch ild re n and  is 
curre ntly e njoying life  as a W e b m aste r.

LET'S BEGIN W ITH  som e  back ground inform ation...

W h e n, and h ow , did you first h e ar about 
podcasting? 

GEORGE: I w as a re gular vie w e r of Le o 
Laporte ’s Scre e nSave rs te le vision sh ow . 
Afte r it w as cance lle d, I h e ard th at h e  w as 
going to do som e th ing calle d a podcast. I 
w as intrigue d be cause  I h ad ne ve r h e ard 
of th is be fore  and dow nloade d th e  first 
e pisode . Th at w as som e tim e  in e arly 2005.

W h at w as  th e  first podcast you 
s ubscribe d to, and w h y? 

GEORGE: TW IT – Le o Laporte ’s podcast. 
I figure d out h ow  to subscribe  afte r 
h e aring th e  first e pisode  and h ave  be e n a 
subscribe r e ve r since .

W h at do you look  for in a podcast? 

GEORGE:  I love  to h e ar good m usic th at 
is th ough tful and fascinating. Mainstre am  
m usic is of no inte re st to m e , but since  
podcasts are  not tie d to th e  re straints of 
th e  m usic industry, th e y can offe r m usic 
by artists w h o do not h ave  to w ork  unde r 
th e  industry’s re strictions. Th e re  are  
m any e xce lle nt podcasts th at play th e  
m usic of artists w h o are  producing 
original and inve ntive  m usic, and th e se  
fill m y MP3 playe r.

W h at puts  you off a podcast? 

GEORGE: I am  m ore  lik e ly to liste n to a 
podcast th at focuse s on th e  gue st th an 
one  th at focuse s on th e  h ost.

W h at drove  you, pe rsonally, to be com e  a 
podcaste r yours e lf? 

GEORGE: Ecle ctic Mix is sim ply an 
e xte nsion of w h at I did in colle ge . Back  
th e n, w h e n I w ould find m usic th at I 
th ough t pe ople  w ould e njoy liste ning to, I 
w ould copy it to a casse tte  and give  it to a 
frie nd. I cam e  to ve ry q uick ly re alize  th at 
podcasting w ould once  again give  m e  th is 
ability to sh are  th e  m usic I love . O ne  
Minute  H ow -To offe rs a ch ance  to sh are  
inte re sting, q uick  tips from  pe ople  w h o 
are  w illing to tak e  th e  ch alle nge . I am  
continually surprise d to h e ar th ings lik e  
h ow  to pe rsonalize  a sq uash  and am use d 
to h e ar subje cts lik e  h ow  to orde r at 
Starbuck s. Both  are  a joy to produce .

e 'cle c'tic ad j. 1. Ch oosing w h at appe ars 
to be  th e  be st from  dive rse  source s, 
syste m s, or style s.

im age  courte s y e cle cticm ix.com
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Ge orge  Sm yth  can be  found at O ne  Minute  H ow -To and Ecle ctic Mix 
h ttp://One Minute H ow To.com  
h ttp://Ecle cticMix.com  

Paul &  Judy H utch inson - Total PodCastroph e
h ttp://w w w .TotalPodCas troph e .com
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W h at m otivate s  you, curre ntly, to 
continue  podcasting?

GEORGE: I love  introducing pe ople  to 
m usic th e y m ay not h ave  th ough t to h e ar. 
I can sh are  gre at m usic w ith  pe ople  I 
don’t e ve n k now  anyw h e re  th e  w orld. 
H ow  cool is th at?

H ow  h ave  podcasts  ch ange d your 
attitude  tow ard, and consum ption of, 
traditional m e dia?

GEORGE: Th e y h ave  not ch ange d m uch . 
I’ve  alw ays liste ne d to classical m usic, 
and th at still re tains its dom inant position 
on m y radio. I’ve  ne ve r w atch e d m uch  
TV, and finding m y ow n m usic online  
re place d buying CD s long ago. Th e  only 
re al ch ange  is th at I now  liste n to about 
50 podcasts.

H ow  h ave  podcasts  ch ange d your life  in 
a m ore  ge ne ral s e ns e ? 

GEORGE: I h ave  ye t anoth e r h obby th at 
com m ands m y tim e . Th is h obby 
diffe re ntiate s itse lf from  th e  oth e rs in th at 
it is affordable .

W h at, in re lation to podcasting, give s  
you th e  m ost h ope ? 

GEORGE: I h ave  give n up on h oping th at 
th e  m usic m onopoly w ill som e day be  
force d to be tte r support artists. H ow e ve r, 
artists now  h ave  a ch oice  th at w as not 
available  be fore , w h ich  is to re tain th e  
righ ts to th e ir cre ation. Th e  re sult is 
m usic th at is inte re sting and innovative , 
as oppose d to m ainstre am  m usic, w h ich  
h as not ch ange d in 20 ye ars.

W h at do you s e e  in th e  future  for you, 
and your podcasts?

Ge orge : I e xpe ct to continue  producing 
both  of m y podcasts, and do not se e  a 
point w h e re  I w ill e nd e ith e r one . Ecle ctic 
Mix is tw o ye ars old and O ne  Minute  H ow -
To h as be e n going strong since  April 
2006. W h ile  I am  se e ing a slow , ste ady 
incre ase  in liste ne rs to th e  form e r, th e  
latte r h as tak e n off w e ll be yond m y 
h ope s. I continue  to h ave  a passion to 
sh are  gre at m usic and just love  sh aring 
inte re sting inform ational ide as, so putting 
toge th e r e ach  sh ow  is lik e  doing m yse lf a 
favor.

Th e  O ne  Minute  H ow -To is your podcast. 
Each  e pisode  fe ature s som e one  just lik e  
you w h o e xplains h ow  to do som e th ing. 
Th e  catch  is th at th e  participant is only 
give n 60 seconds. Th is m e ans th at th e y 
ne e d to ge t righ t to th e  point, but isn't 
th at a good  th ing?

im age  courte s y one m inute h ow to.com

Re ce nt O ne  Minute  H ow -To sh ow s:
155 - H ow  To Ge t Th e  Most O ut O f Your MRI Te st    offe re d  b y Mark  H e rb st
154 - H ow  To Mak e  A Sk e tch  Com e dy Sh ow     offe re d  b y Joh n T. Mick e vich
153   H ow  To Te ll Your Favorite  Podcaste r Th at You Love  Th e m     offe re d  b y Carte r H ark ins

http://www.podcastusermagazine.com
http://OneMinuteHowTo.com
http://EclecticMix.com
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Pod
Cruise
Text by Colin Meeks

I RECENTLY SAT dow n (w e ll, virtually) w ith  H ank  and Carlos from  Binary Star Music, 
probably be tte r k now n as th e  e xube rant pe rsonalitie s on th e  e xce lle nt BinaryStarCast 
podcast. W e  ch e w e d th e  fat for a bit and th e n de cide d th at m ay be  a nice  glass of w ine , 
brough t to us by... oops, I digre ss.

COLIN : H e y guys. first, for anyone  w h o 
isn't alre ady fam iliar w ith  th e  
BinaryStarCAST podcast, can you te ll us 
a little  about it?  Spe cifically, w h at it is, 
h ow  it cam e  to be  and w h o's be h ind it.
 
H ANK  : StarCAST is first and fore m ost a 
sh ow  about good m usic. It be gan as a 
ve h icle  not only to fe ature  BinaryStar 
Music proje cts but to introduce  liste ne rs 
to th e  am azing inde pe nde nt artists th at 
w e re  be ing subm itte d to our labe l at th e  
tim e . Th e  program  h as e volve d into a 
sh ow case  for liste ne rs, labe ls and oth e r 
podcasts to discove r q uality songs.

COLIN : H ow  do you find th e  m usic 
fe ature d on th e  podcast (apart from  
liste ning to th e  Indie  Launch pad podcast, 
of course )?
 
H ANK  : W e  scour th e  Inte rne t: som e tim e s 
Th e  PodSafe  Music Ne tw ork , IO DA’s 
Prom one t, MySpace  and e ve n 
Garage band.com . W e  also h ave  a 
subm ission page  for artists at 
w w w .binarystarcast.com .

CARLOS : O ccasionally w e  call in favors 
from  m usic industry frie nds w h o allow  us 
to fe ature  th e ir m usic on th e  sh ow . Since  
H ank  and I are  both  sound e ngine e rs, w e  
try to pick  songs th at are  not only w e ll 
crafte d, but w e ll produce d and re corde d.

COLIN : D o you se e  a dire ct corre lation 
be tw e e n pe ople  liste ning to podcasts and 
 purch asing m usic?

H ANK  : Many liste ne rs h ave  told us th at 
th e y’ve  purch ase d m usic th e y’ve  e njoye d 
righ t afte r liste ning to a song on 
StarCAST. W e  fe ature  link s for e ve ry artist 
w e  play. Som e  of th e se  link s le ad to 
iTune s, CD Baby, Snocap, and oth e rs th at 
allow  you to buy th e  product dire ctly 
from  th e  artists.

COLIN : Re ce ntly you did an inte rvie w  
w ith  th e  guys from  PM D aw n, fam ous for 
th e  track  Se t Adrift on Me m ory Bliss. 
H ow  did th at inte rvie w  com e  about?
 
H ANK  : W e  are  fortunate  to be  w ork ing 
w ith  th e  im m e nse ly tale nte d singe r, Tak is. 
Sh e  is a pe rsonal frie nd of Th e  Bliss Boys, 
a.k .a. PM D aw n. Th e y cam e  by th e  
re cording studio on a day w e  w e re  
re cording StarCAST and love d our ide a of 
a program  fe aturing th e m .
 
CARLOS : Prince  Be  and D oc G actually 
h ung out w ith  us for a w e e k  afte r th e  
inte rvie w  and re corde d th e  vocals for a 
song on th e ir ne w  album .

COLIN : W e re  th e  guys fam iliar w ith  
podcasts and w e re  th e y w ary about 
allow ing you to play th e ir m usic?
 
CARLOS : I th ink  th e y allow e d us to play 
th e  track s th at th e y w rote  100%. Th e  
album  w ill include  som e  AMAZ ING 
cove rs th at are  not 'podsafe ' at th e  
m om e nt. Th e y w e re  not ve ry inform e d on 
th e  podcast m ove m e nt but caugh t on 
q uick ly.
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COLIN : So now  w e  h ave  th at cove re d, 
w h at is PodCruise  and w h at m ade  you 
organise  it?

H ANK  : PodCruise , w h ich  is D e ce m be r 1 
to 4, 2007, w as born out of a conve rsation 
w ith  Ch ris Pe nn, of th e  Financial Aid 
Podcast. Ch ris is also th e  co-founde r of 
PodCam p. H e  ch alle nge d us to do a 
Miam i-base d PodCam p. W e  de cide d to 
stir th ings up a bit, in typical StarCAST 
style , and do th e  w h ole  th ing aboard a 
cruise  sh ip.

COLIN : W h at are  th e  prim ary obje ctive s 
to PodCruise , apart from  h aving fun?

CARLOS : PodCam ps in ge ne ral are  
about ne tw ork ing, te ch nology, ne w  m e dia 
and le arning. W e ’re  k e e ping all th ose  
th ings intact. W e  are  just adding a touch  
of w h at m ak e s Miam i a gre at place  to 
live : Sun, W ate r, W ick e d W e ase l bik inis....

H ANK  : D UD E! Sh ut up!

COLIN : So th e re 's m usic, confe re nce s 
and fam iliar face s atte nding. Can you give  
us som e  m ore  de tails? W h o do you h ave  
line d up to pe rform ? W h at oth e r th ings 
are  on th e  age nda, both  podcast/m usic-
re late d and not?

CARLOS:  W e  are  still in th e  e arly 
planning stage s but w ould lik e  to w e ave  
our sch e dule  of e ve nts around th e  sh ip's 
itine rary. Th at w ay e ve ryone  w ill h ave  
tim e  to play as w e ll as participate  in th e  
PodCruise -spe cific e ve nts such  as Ch ris 
Pe nn's Podcast Mark e ting, Mach inim a 
Podcasting w ith  Joh n Sw ords, and Ne w  
Me dia H e lping Musicians w ith  C.C. 
Ch apm an and a gue st pane l of m usicians.

H ANK : And spe ak ing of m usicians... so 
far w e 've  confirm e d Matth e w  Ebe l and 
our ve ry ow n Rayk o/KRB. As w e  ge t 
close r to th e  sailing date  w e  e xpe ct to 
h ave  inte re ste d artists such  as Tom  
Ge ige r, Broth e r Love , Ch ase  Em e ry and 
Love spirals confirm  as w e ll.

CARLOS: For our frie nds w ith  fam ilie s, 
th e  sh ip h as TO NS of alte rnate  
e nte rtainm e nt options for th e  young 'uns, 
from  a rock -clim bing w all, to bask e tball 
courts, to k iddie  pools and e ve n an in-line  
sk ating track .

COLIN : W h at do you se e  as m ak ing 
PodCruise  diffe re nt from  all th e  oth e r 
podcast m e e t-up e ve nts?

H ANK  : W e ll, it’s on a cruise  sh ip, for one . 
Se condly, w e  be lie ve  it’s going to be  a 
m uch  m ore  casual e ve nt. Anoth e r th ing 
w e  w ant to focus on is th e  gre at PodSafe  
acts w h o w ill be  pe rform ing live .

CARLOS : W e ’d lik e  to be  able  to do 
both , th e  un-confe re nce -le arning th ing 
and th e  ge t-crazy-on-a-sh ip th ing. W h at 
h appe ns on PodCruise  stays on 
PodCruise . (Exce pt if w e  de cide  to put 
your drunk e nne ss on YouTube  [and 
black m ail you].)

COLIN : W h at k ind of fe e dback  h ave  you 
h ad from  pe ople  so far?

H ANK  : Pe ople  are  ge ne rally psych e d. 
Many h ave  alre ady confirm e d th e ir cabins 
on-board. A fe w  h ave  sh ow n conce rn 
ove r th e  price , but conside ring th at your 
room , transportation, and food is 
include d, e ve ryth ing com e s out unde r 
$100 a day pe r gue st. O f course , all 
confe re nce s, e ve nts, and pe rform ance s 
are  fre e .

CARLOS : It actually com e s out ch e ape r 
th an going to th e  NYC PodCam p once  
you factor room  costs in Ne w  York  City. 
And th e  sh ip h as FREE food!

COLIN : Many e ve nts be ne fit from  som e  
k ind of sponsorsh ip. D o you h ave  any 
sponsors in place ? H ow  did th e y h e ar 
about PodCruise , and h ow  are  th e y 
h e lping to m ak e  PodCruise  run sm ooth ly?

H ANK  : C.C. Ch apm an, Joh n Sw ords, 
and Th e  Stude nt Loan Ne tw ork  are  all on-
board so far. Ch ris and C.C. h e ard about
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th e  PodCruise  from  us. O th e rs are  ge tting 
w ord from  all ove r th e  inte rne t. Pe ople  
are  loving th is ide a.

CARLOS : W e  h ave  four le ve ls of 
sponsorsh ip involve m e nt available , 
anyw h e re  from  $20 to $500. W e  
e ncourage  com panie s look ing to re ach  
k e y pe ople  in th e  ne w  m e dia m ark e t to 
join us for th is e ve nt. And re m e m be r, th e  
re st of th e  cruise  gue sts, not just th ose  
from  our group, w ill be  e xpose d to your 
brand as w e ll.

COLIN : So w h o is PodCruise  aim e d at? 
D o you ne e d to be  a podcast liste ne r or 
com pute r ge e k  to atte nd?

CARLOS : PodCruise  is w ide  ope n for 
anyone  w h o h as an inte re st in ne w  
m e dia, m usic, blogging, podcasting and 
nude  sunbath ing.  I m ade  th at last one  
up, but w e  can’t stre ss e nough  th e  fact of 
h ow  FUN th is is trip is going to be . W e ’ve  
discove re d th at 'social m e dia' pe ople  te nd 
to be  VERY social. W h at be tte r place  to 
h ang w ith  our ne w  frie nds?

COLIN : D o you se e  th is pote ntially 
le ading to a ye arly e ve nt?

H ANK  : YEEEEAH ! W e 're  e xpe cting th at 
PodCruise  w ill be com e  a ye arly e ve nt; 
afte r all, PodCam p Boston is going on its 
se cond ye ar.

COLIN : D o you h ave  any oth e r e xciting 
ide as bre w ing for your podcast audie nce ?

H ANK  : W e ’re  re ally trying to ge t m ore  
'live ' in-studio pe rform ance s and possibly 
tak ing th e  StarCAST on th e  road to 
re cord podsafe  bands pe rform ing. O f 
course , w e ’d also love  to h ave  m ore  
inte rvie w s such  as th ose  w ith  PM D aw n, 
Jacob Grote n, Ke lse y W ild, Ke aton 
Sim ons and so on.

CARLOS : I’d also lik e  to invite  fe llow  
podcaste rs and liste ne rs alik e  to le t us 
k now  w h e n th e y’ll be  in Miam i. W e ’d love  
to h ave  th e m  sit in w ith  us in th e  studio 
w h ile  w e  bre w  th e  StarCAST m adne ss.

...CLO SING...
H ANK  &  CARLOS:  Th ank  you Colin, for 
your continue d support and frie ndsh ip. 
Ple ase  be  nice  to Rayk o/KRB w h e n you 
re vie w  'Th e  Rock star Poor LP', com ing 
July 4th . Many th ank s to all th e  liste ne rs 
w h o w rite  in w ith  com m e nts and 
sugge stions e ve ry w e e k , and w e  are  
look ing forw ard to m e e ting all of you in 
pe rson D e ce m be r 7th  aboard PodCruise  
Miam i!

COLIN : Th ank s, H ank  and Carlos. It 
look s lik e  Podcruise  Miam i '07 is going to 
be  q uite  an e ve nt. I look  forw ard to 
follow ing up w ith  th e  guys to se e  h ow  it 
w e nt. In th e  m e antim e  re ade rs sh ould 
h e ad on ove r to 
h ttp://w w w .podcruise m iam i.com  for full 
de tails of th e  e ve nt and to se cure  a place .

BinaryStarCast Podcast
h ttp://w w w .binarys tarcas t.com
Binary Star Music
h ttp://w w w .binarys tarm us ic.com
Podcruise  Miam i 
h ttp://w w w .podcruis e m iam i.com
Indie  Launch pad Podcast
h ttp://podcas t.indie launch pad.com

all im age s  us e d h e re  courte s y podcruis e m iam i.com
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Turn Off Your Radio
- A personal appreciation
  of th e tartanpodcast

Text by Gabor Kovacs
I SUPPOSE TH AT it w as ironic th at Mark  H unte r ch ose  6 June  2007 to announce  th at h e  
w ould be  bringing th e  tartanpodcast to an e nd. It w as tw o ye ars to th e  day th at h e  h ad 
ope ne d m y e ars to a w h ole  ne w  w orld of m usic.

Th e  story starts on Monday, 6 June  2005. 
I w as back  at w ork  afte r a w e e k  off spe nt 
on various proje cts around th e  h ouse  and 
garde n. Naturally (for th e n!), th e  radio 
w as constantly playing. Coldplay h ad just 
issue d a ne w  album , w h ich  w as be ing 
h ype d re le ntle ssly on all stations. It fe lt to 
m e  lik e  it w as be ing playe d e ve ry h our, on 
th e  h our. Sorry, Coldplay, but I de ve lope d 
an alle rgy to your m usic. I also got fe d up 
w ith  h e aring th e  sam e  re lative ly fe w  
songs occupying m ost of th e  radio output.

So th at Monday I w as back  at 
m y de sk . At lunch tim e , I took  a 
fe w  m inute s ove r m y 
sandw ich e s to look  at th e  BBC 
ne w s w e bsite . Th at’s w h e n I 
found an article  poste d th e  
pre vious day by Clark  Boyd, 
te ch nology corre sponde nt, about 
a Scottish  guy calle d Mark  (w h o re fuse d 
to give  h is fam ily nam e ), w h o did a 
podcast de vote d to prom oting unsigne d 
Scottish  bands. Th at is h ow  I can pinpoint 
th e  date  I first h e ard of podcasts. And th at 
is h ow  th e  first podcast I liste ne d to w as 
th e  tartanpodcast: I bre ach e d com pany 
com pute r policy by dow nloading tw o 
e pisode s, w h ich  I playe d in th e  car on th e  
w ay h om e . By th e  tim e  I got h om e  I w as 
h ook e d.

W ith in a m atte r of w e e k s I w as look ing 
forw ard to th e  tartanpodcast in all its 
form s: th e  m ain tartanpodcast, th e  Friday 
H appy H alf H our Sh ow  and th e  Sle e py 
Sunday Sh ow . Monday m ornings did not 
start w e ll if I h adn’t m anage d to 
dow nload th e  Sle e py Sunday Sh ow  for 
th e  drive  in to w ork . Mark ’s e nth usiasm

for th e  m usic th at h e  playe d w as 
infe ctious. In fact, w ith in a fe w  w e e k s I 
h ad starte d buying CD s by podsafe  artists, 
th e  first one  be ing Low  Flying Kite s by 
Gum , an album  th at can h old its ow n 
alongside  oth e r m ore  com m e rcially 
succe ssful re le ase s. Purch ase s of m usic by 
so m any oth e rs follow e d, le d by Ele ctrum , 
H otrod Cade ts and H ollow  H orse , all 
unsigne d Scottish  bands.

Eq ually infe ctious w as Mark ’s e nth usiasm  
for podcasting and oth e r podcasts. Mark  

H unte r introduce d m e  to Top O f 
Th e  Pods and to Paul Store y's 
podcast nove l, Tom  Corve n. In 
fact, it w as w e ll be fore  th e  e nd 
of June  2005 th at I w as look ing 
forw ard to e ach  ne w  e pisode  of 
Paul Story’s nove l, w h ich  w as 
be ing w ritte n e spe cially for 

podcasting.

In due  course  I be cam e  a podcaste r 
m yse lf. I w as inspire d to do so by Mark  
H unte r and th e  tartanpodcast, no doubt 
about it. I k now  of se ve ral oth e r 
podcaste rs w h o w ould say th e  sam e . Both  
as a podcaste r and, le t’s face  it, a fan of 
gre at m usic, I h ave  form e d frie ndsh ips 
w ith  podcaste rs and m usicians. I h ave  
probably bough t m ore  CD s in th e  last tw o 
ye ars – all podsafe  – th an I h ad in th e  
pre vious te n. And th at is all th ank s to Mr 
Mark  H unte r.

W h at did Mark  bring to podcasting? W e ll, 
I th ink  h e  de scribe d it w ith  ch aracte ristic 
sim plicity in an e -m ail to Paul and Judy 
H utch inson: Passion and e nth usiasm . 
Ple nty of e ach .

im age  courte s y taranpodcas t
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To m y m ind, som e  of th e  be st 
tartanpodcasts w e re  th ose  th at starte d 
w ith  Mark  saying th at th is w as going to 
be  "a w e e  bit diffe re nt." O n som e  
occasions h e  w ould tak e  a m ic and 
sim ple  re cording k it (in th e  e arly days just 
a m inidisc re corde r) and bring us a sound 
picture  of a visit to a re cording studio or 
e ve ryth ing involve d in a gig, from  se tting 
up to pack ing up at th e  e nd of th e  
e ve ning. I cannot be gin to im agine  th e  
am ount of tim e  th at Mark  m ust h ave  
spe nt e diting and producing som e  of 
th ose  podcasts!

Unfortunate ly, in th e  last fe w  m onth s it 
did be com e  cle ar th at som e  of th e  spark  
h ad gone , and so th e  e ve ntual de cision 
th at th e  tartanpodcast w as to com e  to an 
e nd w as probably not a surprise . But it 
w as still a sh ock .

"I re m e m be r be ing at a Gum  re h e arsal a fe w  ye ars ago w h e n one  of th e  guys m e ntione d 
th at 'a frie nd of a frie nd' h ad ask e d for pe rm ission to use  som e  of our m usic for a podcast. I 
h ad no ide a w h at a 'podcast' w as; I th ough t at th e  tim e  th at it m igh t h ave  be e n som e th ing 
to do w ith  ge e k y Mac use rs sw apping m usic file s on th e  inte rne t. In spite  of our colle ctive  
ignorance , w e  acce de d to th e  re q ue st; it se e m e d h arm le ss e nough , but I'm  pre tty sure  th at 
none  of us th ough t th at anyth ing m uch  w ould com e  of it.

Little  did w e  k now  th at e xposure  on th e  tartanpodcast (and, in tim e , oth e r podcasts) 
w ould h e lp sustain our cre ative  e nde avours and m ak e  us m any ne w  frie nds around th e  
globe . W h e ne ve r w e  se ll one  of our CD s th rough  th e  w e bsite , w e  se nd an e m ail th ank ing 
th e  purch ase r and ask ing h im  or h e r h ow  th e y first h e ard our m usic. I h ave  lost count of 
th e  num be r of tim e s th e  answ e r to th at q ue stion h as be e n: 'th rough  th e  tartanpodcast'.

Th e  im pact of podcasting upon inde pe nde nt artists h as be e n h uge  and h as be e n w e ll 
docum e nte d e lse w h e re . As one  of th e  trailblaze rs, Mark  H unte r inspire d not only th e  
struggling inde pe nde nt artist, but also som e  oth e r lik e -m inde d souls w h o h ave  gone  on to 
e stablish  th e ir ow n podcasts.

Accordingly, it is a little  dish e arte ning to h e ar th at h e  now  fe e ls th at it is tim e  for h im  to 
give  it up. From  a se lfish  point of vie w , I h ope  th at som e one  e lse  w ill now  pick  up th e  
baton and try to prom ote  Scottish  inde pe nde nt m usic in th e  w ay th at Mark  h as done  ove r 
th e  last fe w  ye ars.

O n a m ore  obje ctive  le ve l, I w ould lik e  to th ank  Mark  for h is contribution to th e  Scottish  
inde pe nde nt m usic sce ne ; I h ope  th at h e  k now s just h ow  m uch  h is w ork  ove r th e  ye ars is 
appre ciate d by m usicians and liste ne rs alik e ."

Afte r th e  announce m e nt, I de cide d to 
m ak e  m y ne xt e pisode  of th e  e le ctrical 
language  podcast a tribute  to th e  
tartanpodcast. I se nt e -m ails to a num be r 
of m usicians and podcaste rs, and th e y 
oblige d w ith  som e  use ful m ate rial and 
ane cdote s th at I w as able  to use . Som e  
are  re produce d h e re . Th e  gre at affe ction 
in w h ich  m usicians, podcaste rs and 
liste ne rs h old Mark  H unte r could be  se e n 
from  th e  re sponse s to th at podcast. More  
particularly, th e y can be  se e n from  th e  
m any com m e nts on Mark ’s blog post in 
w h ich  h e  announce d h is de cision.

And, by th e  w ay, th e  title  of th is pie ce , 
Turn O ff Your Radio, com e s from  a song 
by D ropk ick  th at use d to ope n th e  e arly 
tartanpodcast sh ow s. Turn off your 
radio... h ow  ve ry appropriate .

Gabor Kovacs -  Th e  Ele ctrical Language  Podcast 
h ttp://w w w .e le ctricallanguage .co.uk /podcas t.h tm l
h ttp://w w w .e le ctricallanguage .co.uk /2007/06/podcas t-no-77-turn-off-your-radio.h tm l
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"In D e ce m be r 2005, w e  de cide d to try our h and at podcasting. Know ing th at Mark  w as an 
e xpe rie nce d podcaste r, w e  contacte d h im , and h e  w as e age r to h e lp. Afte r a doze n or so 
e q uipm e nt and production-re late d e m ails, w e  launch e d Total Podcastroph e . Mark 's h e lp 
w as invaluable , and h is e ncourage m e nt, price le ss. H e  e m bodie s th e  spirit of th e  
podcasting com m unity. Mark  said it be st in an e m ail to us on Jan 1st 2006:

"Brass tack s - th e  m ost im portant e le m e nt of any podcast isn't te ch nical at all 
- it's about passion and e nth usiasm ."

"Mark  H unte r w as th e  first broadcaste r to tak e  any k ind of inte re st in D ropk ick 's m usic. I 
th ink  h e  w as th e  first pe rson to e ve r play us, and h e 's probably playe d our m usic m ore  
tim e s ove r th e  last tw o ye ars th an anyone  e lse  . Back  in 2005, D ropk ick  w e re  going 
now h e re  - no fans, no radio play, no CD  sale s - but ge tting playe d on th e  tartanpodcast 
totally ch ange d th at. It brough t our m usic to a ne w  audie nce , particularly in Am e rica, 
w h e re  it be cam e  cle ar th at our style  of m usic w as m ore  popular th an at h om e . I've  no w ay 
of k now ing h ow  m any album s w e  sold be cause  of th e  tartanpodcast, but it m ust h ave  
be e n a significant num be r. O th e r podcast sh ow s and radio stations around th e  w orld soon 
be gan to pick  up on our m usic afte r h e aring us on th e  tartanpodcast, too.

I only m e t Mark  once , w h e n h e  cam e  to one  of our gigs in Glasgow . Afte r th e  gig, w h ich  
h ad be e n ruine d by aw ful sound, I ask e d Mark  if h e 'd e njoye d it. H is re ply w as, as e ve r, 
com ple te ly h one st and good h um oure d: "ye s, but only be cause  I k ne w  w h at th e  songs 
w e re  suppose d to sound lik e  - you couldn't re ally h e ar a th ing you w e re  singing," h e  
laugh e d. In h is w rite -up of th e  gig on th e  tartanpodcast w e bsite , Mark  de scribe d Andre w 's 
fe at of playing drum s and h arm onica at th e  sam e  tim e  as "re asonably re m ark able ". W e ll, 
th e re 's noth ing re asonable  about th e  im pact th e  tartanpodcast h as h ad on th e  Scottish  
indie  m usic sce ne  - but it ce rtainly w as re m ark able . H e 'll be  sadly m isse d by bands, m usic 
fans and podcaste rs alik e ."

ph oto courte s y C.C.Ch apm an (w w w .cc-ch apm an.com )
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Review  Roulette
H OW  WOULD  YOU go about finding som e  re ally bad podcasts about off-th e -w all subje cts? 
W e ll, you could ch ose  a bunch  of podcasts totally at random  from  Podcast Alle y or Podcast 
Pick le . But it turns out th at you can find som e  re ally good podcasts th at w ay too!
O f course , th e re 's alw ays a risk  you m igh t w aste  a lot of tim e  liste ning to som e  w e ll-
produce d, inte re sting and w e ll-pre se nte d podcasts, so th at's w h e re  w e , at th e  Podcast Use r 
Magazine  Re vie w  Roule tte  te am , ste p in. W e  liste n to th e m  for you, and te ll you h ow  good 
th e y are , th e re by saving you th e  trouble .

Beh ind th e S cenes -
 Th e S an Francisco 
Z oo Podcast
h ttp://w w w .s fz oo.org/podcas ts /

Inte re ste d in all cre ature s gre at and 
sm all?  Th e n go 'Be h ind th e  Sce ne s' at 
th e  San Francisco Z oo.

Th e  San Francisco Z oo is th e  first zoo 
to e nte r th e  podcasting are na, w ith  
th e ir goal be ing to “conne ct pe ople  
w ith  w ildlife , inspire  caring for nature  
and to advance  conse rvation action."

A m onth ly vide ocast, th is sh ow  give s 
th e  vie w e r a look  at zoo e ve nts th at 
w ould not norm ally be  se e n by th e  
re gular visitor. Th e  cam e ras are  tak e n into 
th e  cage s to inte rvie w  th e  re side nts and 
th e ir k e e pe rs, re ve aling insigh ts into th e  
anim al k ingdom . Sh ort and sw e e t, e ach  
podcast is le ss th an five  m inute s in 
le ngth , but th ose  m inute s are  e ngaging. 
Som e  h igh ligh ts of past sh ow s w e re  a 
giraffe  giving birth , a m ale  k oala clinging 
to h is tre e  w h ilst calling into th e  nigh t 
and baby Mage llanic pe nguins atte nding 
'Fish  Sch ool'. My favourite  e pisode  w as 
'Th e  March  of th e  Pe nguins', in w h ich  th e  
pe nguin ch ick s graduate d to th e  adult 
pool by tak ing a prom e nade  th rough  th e  
zoo to th e ir ne w  q uarte rs.

Th e  Be h ind th e  
Sce ne s podcast 
w e bsite  is part of 
th e  ove rall zoo 
w e bsite . O nce  at 
th e  podcast page , 
good instructions 
are  give n as to 
w h at a podcast is 
and h ow  to 
subscribe  along 
w ith  an 'About 

O ur Podcasts' state m e nt. A large  iTune s 
link  is provide d, but I found no prom ine nt 
RSS fe e d.

I surm ise  th at th is podcast is a labor of 
love  for th e  produce rs, w h o are  
uncre dite d. D ue  to th e  ch alle nge s of m ost 
of th e  footage  be ing re corde d outside  
unde r varying circum stance s, both  th e  
audio and visual q uality are  som e tim e s 
le ss th an optim al. Th e  e diting is also a bit 
rough , but th e  be auty of th e  anim als and 
th e  e nth usiasm  of th e ir care tak e rs still 
sh ine s th rough !

"Th is one  did not live  up to its nam e . 
Eve ryth ing I saw  w as ordinary stuff th at 
th e  ave rage  punte r could se e  in any zoo 
(or construction site ) on any day: noth ing 
be h ind th e  sce ne s at all. I'd ch oose  one  of 
th e  National Ge ograph ic podcasts 
inste ad."

- Bernadette

"W h at a pe rfe ct fit for th e  vide o podcast 
form at! It's a virtual zoo e xpe rie nce  w ith  
th e  spotligh t on a diffe re nt cre ature  e ach  
tim e ."

- H ilary Tyler

Reviewed by Marilyn Madsen

Conte nt 3.00 out of 5
Production 2.88 out of 5
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Mom Talk Radio
h ttp://w w w .m om talk radio.com /

Mom  Talk  Radio is a 
traditional talk -radio 
program  airing w e e k ly on 
W JBW  1000AM in South  
Florida and also re corde d 
for podcast syndication. In 
an h our-long slot, h ost 
Maria Baile y talk s m atte rs of 
m oth e rh ood w ith  gue st e xpe rts, m any of 
w h om  are  m oth e rs th e m se lve s. Cove ring 
pre gnancy th rough  adole sce nce , topics 
range  th e  spe ctrum  of pare nting and 
m oth e rh ood. According to th e  w e bsite , 
th e re  h as be e n re cognition for th e  sh ow  
in such  re putable  source s as USA Today, 
O prah 's O  Magazine  and W om an's D ay.

As a m oth e r, spe ak e r and w rite r, Maria 
Baile y is conside re d an e xpe rt h e rse lf. 
Maria h as auth ore d book s and 
contribute d to m agazine s on topics of 
m oth e rh ood and busine ss. Sh e  is also a 
de dicate d advocate  for w ork ing m oth e rs. 
In addition to h osting Mom  Talk  Radio, 
Maria runs Blue SuitMom .com , a site  
prom ote d as a re source  for w ork ing 
m oth e rs se e k ing to find a balance  
be tw e e n w ork  and h om e .

Th e  program  h igh ligh ts a diffe re nt topic 
and gue st e ve ry w e e k . It ope ns in 
traditional radio form at w ith  introduction 
m ate rial including ne w s, liste ne r 
com m e nts and call-in q ue stions and th e n 
goe s on to th e  m ain focus of conve rsation. 
Maria w e lcom e s h e r gue st and th e  fe ature  
be gins around th e  h alf-w ay m ark ,

about 20 to 30 m inute s into 
th e  sh ow . Th is could be  
conside re d an advantage , 
offe ring m ore  appe al to a 
w ide r audie nce , since  lots 
of issue s are  cove re d in 
addition to th e  sh ow 's 
adve rtise d topic. As a 

m oth e r of four h e rse lf, Maria talk s ope nly 
about topics of discussion, som e tim e s 
including pe rsonal ane cdote s from  h e r 
ow n life . Liste ne rs craving m ore  can also 
go to th e  w e bsite  and subscribe  to th e  
ne w sle tte r to find out about upcom ing 
topics and gue sts.

Mom  Talk  Radio is valuable  both  to stay-
at-h om e  and w ork ing m oth e rs look ing to 
gain som e  e xpe rt advice  on m oth e rh ood 
and pare nting. H ow e ve r, th e  m ajor 
draw back  is th at it is a radio sh ow  
re distribute d, rath e r th an cre ate d 
spe cifically for podcast. Adve rtising 
inte rruptions and re -introductions for 
radio liste ne rs "just tuning in" be com e  
h igh ly annoying w h e n one  atte m pts to 
liste n to th e  sh ow  straigh t th rough . So 
w h ile  th e  form at is not h igh ly de sirable  to 
m ost podcast liste ne rs, th e  conte nt m ay 
m ak e  it w orth w h ile  to liste ne rs look ing to 
gain k now le dge  in th e ir q ue st to be tte r 
pare nting.

"Not just about babie s and ch ild re aring, 
th is podcast cove rs a w ide  range  of 
topics. From  m idlife  crisis and 
re lationsh ips from  a m an’s point of vie w , 
to divorcing w ise ly, th e  broad scope  of 
Mom  Talk  Radio e ngage s th e  liste ne r 
e ve n if one  is not a pare nt."

- Marilyn Madsen

"Som e h ow  since  th e  70s and 80s, w h e n 
m y pare nts succe ssfully raise d m y 
broth e r and m e , it h as be com e  
im possible  to raise  k ids w ith out a 
book sh e lf full of h ow -to m anuals and, 
now , an iPod full of podcasts. O f th ose  
I've  liste ne d to, th is is one  of th e  be st in 
te rm s of th e  range  of inform ation 
cove re d, th e  inte rvie w ing sk ill of th e  h ost 
and th e  production q uality of th e  sh ow ."

- Bernadette

Conte nt 4.13 out of 5
Production 4.00 out of 5

Reviewed by H ilary Tyler
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I’d sugge st e pisode  14 as a starting point: 
it’s a good sam ple  e pisode , it fe ature s a 
gre at song by Sie na and Toast and th e ir 
te n tips for w h at to do w h e n visiting 
H aw aii w ill h ave  your m outh  w ate ring 
w h ile  you look  up your trave l age nt’s 
ph one  num be r.

Th e  podcast’s w e bsite  offe rs only th e  
standard fe ature s, but th e re  are  link s to 
an e xte rnal band site , blog and a fan 
forum , so in com bination th e y h ave  an 
e xte nsive  w e b 2.0 pre se nce .

In podcast fanatic te rm s th is sh ow  score s: 
w ill stay subscribe d and, alm ost alw ays, 
liste n righ t th rough .

Girl Meets Girl
h ttp://m ak e na.libs yn.com /

Sie na and Toast are  Asian-Am e rican 
m usicians w h o gre w  up in H aw aii and 
now  live  in South e rn California. Th e y’re  a 
couple , th e y’re  a band (w e ll, an acoustic 
partne rsh ip, if you w ant to be  te ch nical) 
and th e y’re  a podcast calle d Girl Me e ts 
Girl. As w e ll as talk ing about th e ir live s 
and th e ir re lationsh ip, th e y h ave  re gular 
se gm e nts such  as com m e nts from  
Cum in’s cat corne r (th e  girls’ sligh tly 
crazy cat), m usicians’ tips (use ful stuff 
such  as h ow  to play guitar w h e n your 
h ands are  fre e zing), spirituality, going 
gre e n, w h at to do w h e n visiting H aw aii 
and be ing gay in th e  00s. Music bre ak s 
fe ature  Sie na and Toast’s te rrific acoustic 
songs.

It se e m s th at pe ople  e ith e r love  or h ate  
th e  audio diary podcast ge nre . If you’re  
sq uare ly in th e  'h ate  ‘e m ' cam p, th e re ’s 
probably noth ing I can say th at w ill m ak e  
you w ant to liste n, but if you’ve  any 
voye uristic curiosity about oth e r pe ople ’s 
live s, I’d re com m e nd Girl Me e ts Girl as an 
above -ave rage  e xam ple  of its ge nre . Th e  
h osts are  com fortable  w ith  e ach  oth e r 
and are  de ve loping a good story-te lling 
style . Th e y cove r a nice  m ixture  of 
pe rsonal topics and m ore  ge ne ral one s 
and h ave  e nough  inte re sting e ve nts going 
on in th e ir live s to sh are  w ith  th e ir 
audie nce . 

Episode s of th is podcast are  cle arly 
nam e d, so you can pick  and ch oose  from  
th e  arch ive s if you w ant to ge t a flavour of 
th e  sh ow  w h ile  sk ipping topics th at don’t 
inte re st you. 

Reviewed by Bernadette

Conte nt: 3.25 out of 5
Production: 3.25 out of 5

Th is m onth 's podcasts w e re
random ly ch ose n from :

PodcastAlle y.com
(h ttp://podcas talle y.com /)
and
PodcastPick le .com
(h ttp://podcas tpick le .com /)

Th e  ratings give n are  th e  ave rage  of th e  
score s give n by our te am  of re vie w e rs.
Th e y w e re  re vie w e d by:

Be rnade tte  - h ttp://podcas tfanatic.com
H ilary Tyle r - h ttp://tpn.th e podcas tne tw ork .com
Marilyn Madse n - m ads e nm @ e arth link .ne t
Sim on Toon - h ttp://w w w .s lam idolpodcas t.com
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Global Voices:
Podcasts of India
Text by Janet Parkinson

ph oto courte s y am la

W H EN I VISITED  India last ye ar it w as cle ar th at th e  Bollyw ood sce ne  w as th riving. But 
de te rm ine d to find th e  re al India, I calle d upon Sujath a Jagannath an of Podbazaar to h e lp 
m e  dig de e pe r. I w as re ally ple ase d to discove r h ow  m any fantastic sh ow s are  com ing out 
of India or w h ich  are  India-focusse d. H e re  are  just a fe w  e xam ple s as proof:

Vaaram  Oru Aalayam  (A Te m ple  A W e e k )
h ttp://w w w .podbaz aar.com /vie w /1441151880
75856770

Th is is a re lative ly ne w  and incre asingly 
popular podcast about te m ple s in India. 
Nataraj Prak ash  spe ak s e ngagingly in 
Tam il about one  te m ple  a w e e k , giving 
th e  h istory, w h at ce re m onie s are  
pe rform e d th e re  and also re laying love ly 
ane cdote s and inform ation about e ach . 
Th e se  te m ple s h ave  such  inte re sting 
re ligious and arch ite ctural h istorie s th at it 
is not surprising to h e ar th at Nataraj is 
pick ing up a global audie nce .

Conte nt: 4.5 out of 5
Production: 4 out of 5
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M-Pod
h ttp://w w w .m pod.in/

A re gional podcast in Malayalam  h oste d 
by Jo Th om as, w h o pre se nts inte rvie w s of 
pe ople  from  th e  state  of Ke rala, one  
e xam ple  be ing an inte rvie w  w ith  Magle ne  
Pe te r, a social activist from  th e  fish e rm an 
com m unity. More  th an th is, h ow e ve r, Jo 
Th om as h as collaborate d w ith  a num be r 
of blogge rs and podcaste rs to cre ate  
online  album s. Th is h as so far re sulte d in 
m usicians w h o are  all conne cte d only via 
th e  Inte rne t producing th re e  succe ssful 
m usic album s.

Conte nt: 4 out of 5
Production: 4 out of 5

D e s i D ile m m as
h ttp://w w w .podbaz aar.com /vie w /126100789 5
663739 19 ?p=1

Sm ith a Radh ak rish an is base d in th e  US, 
but h e r podcasts re ally strik e  a ch ord w ith  
th e  South  Asian D iaspora. As Sm ith a 
e xplains, as sh e  "w e ave s toge th e r 
narrative s, opinion and re se arch  w ith  
Indians on th re e  contine nts, th is sh ow  
puts forw ard th e  issue s th at pre occupy 
Indian dinne r partie s in a not-so-India 
W e st fram e w ork ." In English , D e si 
D ile m m as cove rs a vast range  of issue s 
w h ich  are  ofte n de e p and th ough t-
provok ing.  Gre at liste ning.

Conte nt: 4.5 out of 5
Production: 4 out of 5

Ne xt m onth  I’ll be  h e ading to South  Am e rica, w h e re  I’m  told th e re ’s a lot going on – so if 
you h ave  anyth ing you th ink  it w ould be  w orth  m e  liste ning to, th e n ple ase  se nd m e  th e  
de tails. 
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Album Review  

Uneven Keel
by Invocal
Text by Colin Gazeley

H alf th e  band, including th e  
songw rite r, are  le sbian, and th e  
album  k ick s off w ith  tw o track s 
de aling w ith  th is subje ct m atte r. 
'As Life  D issolve s' te lls th e  story 
of a girl in a cath olic sch ool w h o 
is tre ate d appallingly w h e n sh e  
sh ow s le sbian te nde ncie s. It's a 
pow e rful song th at ge ts you righ t 
in th e  gut. Th e  se cond track , 'Sm all 
Anxious W altz', is a sw e e t song th at 
focuse s on th e  crippling aw k w ardne ss of 
inte racting w ith  som e one  you love . Tak e  
out th e  ve rse  w ith  th e  line  "O h  m um . 
Th at's not a m an.", and th is song could 
be  about any re lationsh ip.

Th e  h um orous m ate rial k ick s off w ith  
'D e ar Frie nd'. Th is is truly one  of th e  
funnie st songs I h ave  h e ard in ye ars. 
W h at's not to love  about a song th at 
ope ns w ith  th e  line  "D e ar Frie nd , I've  
b e e n trying to figure  out e xactly h ow  to 
le t you k now  th at you're  aw ful and  I 
h ate  you, w ith out h urting your 
fe e lings." Th e  song continue s along 
sim ilar line s, w ith  a m ixture  of spok e n 
w ord and h arm onious singing. At one  
point th e  song e ve n ge ts inte rrupte d by 
th e  'frie nd' w h o w onde rs w h o th e  singe r is 
talk ing about. Th e  singe r says sh e  is 
talk ing about h e r rabbit and th ings carry 
on as usual. It is a ve ry strange , ve ry 
funny song th at is absolute ly w onde rful.

Th e  sam e  te ch niq ue  of a song be ing 
inte rrupte d is use d on th e  track  'Th e  
W orst Th ing I've  D one  Th is Ye ar'. It starts 
out as a q uirk y song th at te lls th e  story of 
a stole n h e art.

INVOCAL ARE A q uirk y, all-girl acoustic q uarte t from  North am pton UK w h o produce  
unusual songs using vocal h arm onie s, acoustic guitar, ce llo and occasionally clarine t. Th e  
album  is split alm ost e ve nly be tw e e n ve ry funny songs and dark e r, m oodie r num be rs.

Not th at q uirk y, you m igh t th ink , 
but th e n it's found in a h andbag. 
Th e  song is th e n inte rrupte d by 
th e  singe r's m obile  ph one  be fore  
th e  final fantastic line s "W h e n I 
took  your h e art, you ask e d  for it 
b ack  again / And  I said  O K I 
k now  it's h e re  som e w h e re  / 
Could  not b e ar to say th at I've  

alre ad y sold  it on e b ay"

O th e r h igh ligh ts include  'Tinnitus And 
Me ', w h ich  te lls th e  tale  of an 
obje ctionable  drug addicte d frie nd w h o 
m anage s to infe ct oth e r pe ople  w ith  h e r 
tinnitus; 'Floating', w h ich  w ould not se e m  
out of place  as an acoustic album  track  
from  an e m o band; 'H ornsw oggle d', w h ich  
is lik e  h e aring th e  th e saurus for th e  w ord 
'conne d' turne d into a bizarre  political 
prote st song and 'Madalini's Ave rsion To 
Sm alltalk  H ad Be com e  Re ally Rath e r 
Extre m e ', w h ich  de spite  h aving a truly 
gre at title  also m anage s th e  fe at of 
rh ym ing crossbow  w ith  ASBO .

Th is is an album  full of truly gre at 
songw riting w ith  m e m orable  line s and 
de xtrous w ordplay aple nty. I don't usually 
q uote  lyrics in m y re vie w s, but for th is 
album  I couldn't h e lp m yse lf. It's also a 
studio album  th at com e s close  to 
sounding lik e  a live  pe rform ance . O nce  
you put th is CD  in your playe r it's as if 
you've  invite d th e  four m e m be rs of th e  
band into your living room  for your ow n 
pe rsonal gig.

If you lik e  q uirk y, funny acoustic m usic 
you'll lik e  th is album . If you lik e  de e p,

im age  courte s y Invocal
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e m otional acoustic m usic you'll lik e  th is 
album . If you lik e  th e m  both  you'll 
absolute ly love  it. I k now  I did.

Th e  CD  is available  from  ne ttle w ine .com  
in th e  UK and from  cdbaby.com  in th e  
re st of th e  w orld. [I got m y copy from

Album Review  

Kittyh awk
by Santa Dog
SANTA DOG ARE a four-pie ce  indie -pop band from  Bristol w h o h ave  provide d a de but 
album  full of sum m e ry tune s w ith  a dark  unde rbe lly. Th e  band is le d by th e  de licate  vocals 
of Row e na D ugdale , w h o m anage s to conve y e m otional pow e r w ith out e ve r ne e ding to 
sh out h e r lyrics.

Th e  album  starts off on a strong 
note . At first liste n, 'Big Bang' is a 
tune ful little  song th at use s 
im age ry of space  trave l. Scratch  
be ne ath  th e  surface , th ough , and 
it turns into w h at se e m s to be  an 
indictm e nt of th e  'big broth e r' 
surve illance  culture . Th is is 
typical of th e  style  of th is album : 
a pre tty song th at actually h as a se rious 
m e ssage .

Th e  album  starts to ge t notice ably dark e r 
on th e  track  'Ch e m ical'. Th e  rippling 
guitar riff and subje ct m atte r of ch e m ical 
de pe nde ncy w ould not se e m  out of place  
if Place bo h ad re corde d it. H ow e ve r, 
ove rall th e  style  of th e  song is m ore  in 
k e e ping w ith  a band lik e  Th e  Sundays.

Anoth e r stand-out track  is 'Katy', w h ich  
te lls th e  tale  of a de spe rate  girl foole d into 
pornograph y. It's a subje ct m atte r I've  
h e ard se ve ral tim e s in th e  past, but ne ve r 
w ith  th e  concise ne ss and lyrical 
cle ve rne ss of th is e ffort. Couple  th is w ith  
th e  vocals of Row e na sounding 
re m ark ably lik e  Louise  W e ne r of Sle e pe r, 
and th e  ove rall e ffe ct is one  th at stick s in 
th e  m ind.

It is a sign of th e  inte rne t age  th at,

as of th is w riting, th e  album  is 
only available  as a Japane se  
im port. It's good th at bands such  
as Santa D og are  ge tting m any 
m ore  opportunitie s to ge t h e ard 
by labe ls, but at th e  sam e  tim e  it 
is frustrating th at th e  sh ipping 
costs could be  m ore  th an th e  cost 
of th e  album . Fortunate ly, all is 

not lost for UK liste ne rs. A 7" of 'Big Bang' 
and 'Are  You H ot Enough ?' is available  
now , and if you go to iTune s, you can 
dow nload th at single  and also th e  Th e  
Ch e m ical EP th at include s e arly 
re cordings of th e  album  track s 'Ch e m ical' 
and 'Katy'. If th e re  is any justice , th e  band 
w ill be  able  to ge t a UK distribution de al 
sorte d out. Th is is an album  th at de se rve s 
to be  h e ard by as m any pe ople  as possible .

Th is is one  of th ose  rare  album s th at can 
be  e njoye d on m any le ve ls: if you just 
w ant to liste n to a ple asant Te e nage  
Fanclub-type  band, th e n you'll e njoy th is 
re cord. You'll also e njoy it if you lik e  to 
re ally liste n in de pth  to an album  and find 
th e  e m otional core  of th e  track s.

Text by Colin Gazeley

im age  courte s y Santa Dog

Santa D og
h ttp://w w w .s anta-dog.co.uk

Invocal
h ttp://w w w .invocal.co.uk

Colin Gaze le y - O urobouros Podcast
h ttp://ourobouros .libs yn.com

ne ttle w ine  and th e  CD  arrive d h and 
pack e d by a band m e m be r com ple te  w ith  
glitte ry h e arts on th e  e nve lope . It m ak e s 
you fe e l all w arm  and fuzzy inside ...] 
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If som e one  w as ask e d  to ph ysically 
m anife st w e b  2.0 into a b uild ing, 
th e n th e y m igh t ve ry w e ll com e  
up w ith  a structure  com parab le  
to th e  Saltire  Ce ntre , a b righ t 
and  d ynam ic ne w  le arning space  
for stud e nts at Glasgow  
Cale d onian Unive rsity th at h as 
b e e n b uilt not just to stand  th e  
te st of tim e  b ut also to stand  th e  
te st of th e  future .

Everyth ing Under One Roof:
Th e S altire Centre
at Glasgow Caledonian University
Text by Ewan MacPh ee 

ph oto courte s y Fe rgie

www .podcastusermagazine.com

Page 35 - Issue 18 : July 2007

http://www.podcastusermagazine.com


Th e  Saltire  Ce ntre  h as a w e lcom ing, 
polish e d and innovative  e xte rior and an 
inte rior th at look s as if it h as be e n put 
toge th e r w ith  a box of Le go brick s, 
som e  Me ccano and a pale tte  of 
prim ary colours. Th e  building is m ade  
up of five  floors conne cte d by 
w alk w ays to a conte m porary 
Rapunze l’s tow e r w ith  a w inding 
staircase . Th e re  is also an e le vator 
syste m  th at talk s to th e  occupant just 
lik e  th e  com pute r H AL from  2001: A 
Space  O dysse y (but I h ope , w ith out 
th e  e vil te nde ncie s).

Th e  library's book s are  k e pt on 
e le ctronic sh e lve s th at m ove  from  side  
to side  at th e  pre ss of a button. Th e re  
are  balconie s fille d w ith  be an-bag 
ch airs in w h ich  stude nts can re lax and 
study in a com fortable  e nvironm e nt. 
Tutorials and one -to-one  se ssions 
be tw e e n le cture rs and stude nts are  h e ld 
in m ove able  and inflatable  pods th at 
re se m ble  ove rsize d igloos. Th e  building is 
th e  opposite  of th e  ste re otypical vie w  of a 
library; it is aw ash  w ith  brigh t, natural 
ligh t, and th is translate s onto th e  face s of 
th e  stude nts. W atch ing stude nts inte ract 
and study in th e  Saltire  Ce ntre  is lik e  
w atch ing an organic Be bo or Face book  
w ork  in th e  fle sh .

Th e  
‘im agine e r’ 
re sponsible  for 
th is le arning 
ce ntre  is th e  
form e r pro-
vice  
ch ance llor for 
Cale donian 
Unive rsity, Le s 
W atson. A 
substantial 
am ount of 
Cale donian 
stude nts are  
from  socially 
de prive d 
back grounds, and W atson h as aim e d to 
prom ote  inform al and social le arning to 
th e se  stude nts w h o m ay be  unfam iliar

w ith  h ow  le arning in Unive rsity diffe rs 
from  th at in sch ool. H e  h as transform e d 
w h at m igh t be  a daunting e xpe rie nce  for 

m any th rough  
th e  unch arte d 
w ate rs of 
unive rsity into a 
dauntle ss one .

Th e  ide a of 
social le arning is 
w ire d 
th rough out th e  
e th os of th e  
building; 
h ow e ve r, th is 
k ind of le arning 
m igh t not 
ne ce ssarily be  
attractive  to all 
stude nts. 

Alth ough  th e  Saltire  Ce ntre  le ans h e avily 
upon social le arning, it is not an all-
consum ing ide a. Th e  m agic w and of 
te ch nology h as not be e n w ave d ove r 
e ve ry corne r of th e  building, and som e  
traditional aspe cts of th e  library do e xist. 
As you m ak e  your w ay furth e r and furth e r 
up th e  building, social study e ve ntually 
transform s into conve ntional sile nt study 
room s w h e re  noise  is not tole rate d. Th e  
vibe  of th e se  sile nt study room s is 
re ite rate d by a re cording th at plays 
‘Sh h h h … Sh h h h ’ ove r and ove r again to 
stude nts on e ntry. Th e  Saltire  Ce ntre  h as 
 obviously tak e n som e  ste ps to ste m  th e  
outbre ak  of civil w ar be tw e e n cardigan-
w e aring traditional librarians and digital 
librarians w h o look  to th e  future .

Th e  Ce ntre  is an e xce ptional space  th at 
not only is use d as a library but also can 
be  transform e d to h old e ve nts and 
confe re nce s. For instance , th e  2007 finals 
of th e  te le vision program m e  Maste r Mind 
w e re  film e d in th e re  in re cognition of th e  
late  ch ance llor of th e  Unive rsity, Magnus 
Magnusson.

Th e  Ce ntre  re ce ntly provide d th e  pe rfe ct 
se tting for an e ve nt ine xtricably link e d 
w ith  th e  w orld of w e b 2.0: a fre e  se m inar-
base d e ve nt w as h oste d by Talk ing Voice s
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and w as about diffe re nt e le m e nts of th e  
podcasting re volution. Talk ing Voice s is a 
uniq ue  UK-base d com pany th at be gan life  
as th e  w orld's first de dicate d inte rnational 
podcast age ncy. 
As w e ll as 
producing th e ir 
ow n podcasts, 
th e y also 
produce  
podcasts for 
m any diffe re nt 
clie nts, ranging 
from  publish e rs 
and financial 
institutions to 
com e dians and 
radio D Js. For instance , th e y produce  th e  
Joh n Cle e se  Podcast, and Radio 1 D J Rob 
da Bank  use s Talk ing Voice s for 
production of h is ow n podcast.

Th e  Talk ing Voice s e ve nt starte d w ith  a 
sh ort introduction by Scottish  podcaste r 
Mark  H unte r for th ose  not fam iliar w ith  
th e  te ch nology, and h e  outline d 
te rm inology such  as th e  e ve r-e xplainable  
RSS fe e d and w h at an individual actually 
ne e de d to ge t starte d in podcasting. Ne xt 
cam e  an inte re sting talk  by D e an 
W h itbre ad, ch airm an of ‘Talk ing Voice s’, 
in w h ich  h e  sh ow e d a rath e r one -side d 
vie w  of th e  com m e rcial aspe cts of 
podcasting. D e an se e m e d to be  
convince d th at th e re  is a large  scope  for 
m ak ing m one y out of podcasting, and I 
th ink  th e re  is som e  m one y 
to be  m ade  but can’t fore se e  
a tim e  w h e n re ally 
substantial re ve nue  can be  
raise d unle ss you are  R ick y 
Ge rvais or Russe ll Brand. 
Ne ve rth e le ss, it w as still 
fascinating to gain an 
unde rstanding of h ow  
podcasting is doing now  and 
h ow  it m igh t pe rform  in a 
future  com m e rcial 
e nvironm e nt. Podcasting is 
not a m ass-m e dia ch anne l, but from  a 
com m e rcial point of vie w , it is a sm art 
and fre sh  outle t of adve rtising.

 Jane t Park inson follow e d D e an’s talk  
w ith  a se m inar about w om e n and 
podcasting. W e  liste ne d to h e r podcast 
about th is topic, and th e n sh e  e ncourage d 

q ue stions from  th e  
audie nce . Jane t e stim ate d 
th at rough ly 13% of 
podcaste rs in th e  
podosph e re  are  w om e n; 
sh e  also argue d th at 
w om e n sh ould be  
particularly captivate d by 
podcasting as it is in th e ir 
nature  to e m otionally 
attach  th e m se lve s to th e  
com m unity, albe it in th is 
case  an online  one . O ne  

m ale  audie nce  m e m be r argue d th at if th e  
w e b is th e  future , th e n w om e n w ill h ave  
to k e e p up, oth e rw ise  th e y w ill lose  th e  
re spe ct and social standing th at h as so far 
tak e n th e m  fifty ye ars to build, but to 
prove  th is ridiculous notion w rong all one  
w ould h ave  to do is log on to any social 
ne tw ork ing site  and se e  th e  num be r of 
young w om e n involve d in w e b 2.0.

Th e  final se m inar w as pre se nte d by Ew an 
‘I h ave  a BAFTA nom ination’ Spe nce . H is 
w as a q uirk y talk  about h is podcast w ork  
at th e  Edinburgh  Fe stival Fringe  and h ow  
h e  h andle d producing and pre se nting a 
daily sh ow  th rough out th e  pe riod of th e  
Edinburgh  fe stival.

O ne  of th e  are as in w h ich  podcasting is 
h aving th e  
bigge st e ffe ct 
is th at of 
e ducation. 
Ke e ping in 
form  w ith  th e  
Saltire  
Ce ntre ’s 
approach  to 
e ducation, th e  
building 
h ouse s a sm all 
and ye t 

innovative  proje ct nam e d ‘Th e  Spok e n 
W ord’ (w w w .spok e nw ord.ac.uk ), part of 
an inte rnational program m e  of ‘digital 
librarie s in th e  classroom ’. Th e  Spok e n 
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m assive  task . Tak ing into account th e  
sm all num be r of staff on th e  Spok e n W ord 
proje ct, th e re  is a lim ite d and ye t 
inte re sting colle ction of e ducational 
re source s.

Th e  Spok e n W ord proje ct is 
also involve d w ith  
podcasting. Podcasts h ave  
be e n produce d for various 
organizations, th e  m ost 
e xciting of w h ich  is e igh t 
vide o podcasts for th e  
de partm e nt of H ospitality 
and Tourism  Manage m e nt 
at th e  Unive rsity of 
Strath clyde  in Glasgow . Th e  
subje cts of th e  vide ocasts 
range  from  Be douin 
h ospitality to th e  Be rlin 
O lym pic Gam e s th at w e re  
run by H itle r in 19 36. and 
th e y are  an am algam ation of 
spe cialist com m e ntary and 
BBC m e dia th at a stude nt 

can liste n to as a part of study.

D ue  to th e  conte nt of m ost BBC 
program m e s, th e re  are  m any issue s 
re lating to copyrigh t law  and righ ts 
cle arance . Th e  Spok e n W ord proje ct h as a 
strict use r lice nce  agre e m e nt th at any 
m ate rials use d from  th e  BBC re source s by 
an individual m ust be  sole ly for 
e ducational use . Acce ss to th e  Spok e n 
W ord’s re source s is com ple te ly fre e , but it 
is e sse ntial th at th e  use r lice nce  
agre e m e nt is re spe cte d.

Th e se  various face ts of th e  Saltire  Ce ntre  
at Glasgow  Cale donian Unive risty h ave  
one  th ing in com m on – th e y all look  to an 
e ve r-ch anging and e xciting future . No one  
k now s e xactly w h at th is future  w ill h old, 
but as w e  navigate  our w ay dow n th is 
face le ss h igh w ay line d w ith  silicon valle ys 
and bursting w ith  a m e tropolis of 
circuitry, gizm os and te ch nology, th e  only 
th ing ce rtain is th at th e  ride  w ill be  an 
e le ctrifying one . 

Ew an MacPh e e
h ttp://w w w .s pok e nw ord.ac.uk /

W ord’s m ultim illion-dollar funding 
de rive d from  th e  Joint Inform ation 
Syste m s Com m unity (JISC) and th e  
National Scie nce  Foundation (NSF). Long 
be fore  th e  inte rne t, as w e  re cognise  it, 
e ve n e xiste d, D avid D onald of Cale donian 
Unive rsity and Je rry 
Goldm an of 
North w e ste rn Unive rsity 
founde d th is proje ct. 
D avid and Je rry h ave  a 
passion for th e  w ay th at 
m e dia can e nh ance  
le arning.

A num be r of fe ature s 
m ak e  th is proje ct of 
particular inte re st to th e  
podcasting and w e b 2.0 
com m unity, but w h at 
m ak e s it m ost spe cial is 
th e  Spok e n W ord’s 
uniq ue  agre e m e nt w ith  
th e  BBC th at give s 
unparalle le d acce ss to its 
vide o and audio arch ive s for e ducational 
use . No one  e lse  in th e  w orld h as th e  
be ne fit of th is adm ittance  to th e  BBC 
arch ive s, a rich  and varie d re source  on a 
countle ss num be r of subje cts.

In th e  sum m e r of 2003 th e  BBC re porte d 
in a pre ss re le ase  about plans ‘to ope n up 
its arch ive  to m ak e  a tre asure  trove  of 
m ate rial available  to e ve ryone ’1. Th e  
large st broadcasting corporation in th e  
w orld, th e  BBC be gan in 19 22 as an 
e xpe rim e ntal proje ct e xam ining radio 
se rvice s. Since  th at tim e , th e  BBC h as 
am asse d a colossal colle ction th at h as 
re m aine d be h ind close d doors sim ply 
be cause  of th e  lim its th at te ch nology 
im pose d upon its re le ase . H ow e ve r, now  
th at th e  dot-com  e ra h as sk im m e d past 
and le ft in its w ak e  a torre nt of 
te ch nology, th e  k e y to th is Aladdin’s cave  
of tre asure s m ay finally be  in re ach .

Eve n th ough  te ch nology h as ope ne d up 
m any e xciting prospe cts for sh ow casing 
th e  arch ive s, various barrie rs to acce ss 
still e xist. Th e  w ork load involve d in 
digitizing 84 ye ars' w orth  of m e dia is a
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Free Speech  In H umor:
America’s New 
Slippery Slope
Text by Patrick Melton

In re ce nt w e e k s, se ve ral radio 
program s h ave  com e  unde r 
th e  attack  of individuals and 
spe cial inte re st groups th at 
claim  to be  offe nde d by 
com m e nts m ade  by th e  
h osts. D on Im us, a radio 
ve te ran, w as fire d from  h is 
te le vision sh ow  and radio 
broadcast job for calling a 
group of young w om e n 
“nappy h e ade d h os”. Re ally, Am e rica? 
Re ally? Is th at th e  m ost h orrible  th ing 
you’ve  e ve r h e ard on th e  radio or 
te le vision? I th ink  it’s not e ve n th at vile  of 
an insult. H ow e ve r, th row  in th e  fact th at 
th e  w om e n w e re  black , and now  pe ople  
th at don’t e ve n liste n to th e  program  are  
sh outing to h ave  h im  be h e ade d. Cue  
publicity vulture s lik e  Al Sh arpton and 
Je sse  Jack son, spe cial inte re st groups, 
and politicians alik e  – all 
joining th e  'stand' against 
th is alle ge d h ate  spe e ch .

I’m  not saying it w as a 
sm art th ing for Im us to say, 
but th e  accusations of 
racism  and h ate  are  a little  
unfounde d. W h e n a sim ple , 
off-th e -cuff com m e nt such  
as th is can be  blow n out of proportion to 
th e  e xte nt th at w e ’re  se e ing, I re ally be gin 
to fe ar for th e  future  of fre e  spe e ch  in th is 
country. D on Im us is a radio pe rsonality 
at th e  e nd of h is care e r

w h o w as m ak ing a re fe re nce  to 
a pop culture  te rm  – e nd of 
story. H e  doe sn’t k now  th ose  
w om e n. H e  w asn’t out to h arm  
th e m .

I h ost an inte rne t radio sh ow  
th at is cate gorize d as a 
talk /e nte rtainm e nt/com e dy 
sh ow . If I didn’t fe e l 
com fortable  saying anyth ing I 

w ant to say, I don’t th ink  it w ould be  
w orth  doing. I also pe rform  stand-up 
com e dy re gularly and focus on m any 
politically incorre ct topics. I’ve  se riously 
offe nde d m e m be rs of m y audie nce s on 
m ore  th an one  occasion.

“I w as offe nde d by th at jok e  about… ”, 
th e y say.

If you fe e l th at w ay, I can’t 
be gin to h e lp you. If you are  
offe nde d by som e th ing th at 
you k now  is a jok e , w h at 
m ore  of a de fe nse  can I 
offe r? W h y sh ould I e ve n be  
re q uire d to de fe nd m yse lf 
in th e  first place ? I can say 
anyth ing I w ant. I h ave  th e  
righ t to offe nd you. It’s not 

ille gal to upse t you. If you don’t lik e  it, 
don’t liste n, w alk  out, or de al w ith  it.

Th at syste m  w ork s for th e  m ost part. 
Am e ricans do just th at – th e y avoid th ings

I H AVE A tw iste d se nse  of h um or. I laugh  at de ad baby jok e s. I th ink  cance r can be  funny. 
I’ve  e ve n crack e d a fe w  Virginia Te ch  jok e s alre ady. D oe s th at m ak e  m e  a bad pe rson? 
Som e  pe ople  m igh t say ye s. Th at’s fine . I re alize  m y se nse  of h um or isn’t in line  w ith  
w h ole som e , traditional Am e rica. But th e n again, it doe sn’t h ave  to be . Th at’s th e  gre at 
th ing about th is country – I can e njoy th ings you don’t, you can find m e  re pulsive , and I 
don’t h ave  to care  w h at you th ink . It’s a be autiful cycle  of individualism .

At le ast it w as.

If you
d on’t lik e  it,
d on’t liste n, 
w alk  out, 

or d e al w ith  it

im age  courte s y NLO
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th at are  offe nsive  to th e m . It’s calle d se lf-
re sponsibility. Th e y don’t liste n to th ings 
th e y find offe nsive . Th e y turn th e  dial. 
Th e y don’t buy th e  CD . Th e y ge t tick e ts 
to a diffe re nt m ovie . Th e y don’t h ang out 
w ith  th at one  frie nd. But 
th e  m e dia, th e  spe cial 
inte re st groups and 
opportunist activists w ill 
alw ays be  th e re  to re m ind 
us th at, de spite  our ge ne ral 
lack  of inte re st in or 
k now le dge  of th e  offe nding 
party, w e  sh ould be  outrage d.

As m uch  as w e  w ant to be lie ve  th at th is 
proble m  w on’t affe ct us as podcaste rs, I 
h ave  to w onde r if th at’s true . I re ce ntly 
lost an inde pe nde nt sponsorsh ip w ith  
GoD addy, Inc. due  to a th re e -m inute  
discussion on m y sh ow  about th e  w ay 
com panie s atte m pt to capitalize  on 
trage die s, lik e  th e  Se pte m be r 11th  
attack s. O f course , th is w as no ordinary 
discussion. It w as a satirical and funny 
look  at a not-so-funny practice . And a 
liste ne r se t our audio to anim ation, and 
som e h ow  GoD addy got a h old of it. So w e  
lost a big sponsorsh ip from  a com pany 
th at, ironically, m ak e s it a point to put out 
e dgy and ove rtly se xual im age s, be cause  
th e y didn’t w ant to be  associate d w ith  our 
'inse nsitivity'. It m ade  no diffe re nce  to 
th e m  th at th e  
q ue stionable  conte nt 
occurre d on our sh ow  
be fore  th e y w e re  
sponsoring it.

Th is is one  e xam ple  of 
th is slow  cre e p of 
corporate  pre ssure  and 
ce nsorsh ip in podcasting. 
In th e  e nd, I th ink  w e  w on – w e  gaine d 
th ousands of ne w  liste ne rs from  th at 
anim ation, w h ich  w as spre ad around viral 
vide o site s e ve ryw h e re . But podcasting 
ultim ate ly lose s. It’s a blow  to fre e  spe e ch  
and th ose  of us w h o are  se rious about 
m ak ing a succe ssful, profitable  sh ow  in 
th is ne w  m e dium . GoD addy de cide d th at 
our liste ne rs, or pote ntial liste ne rs, w ould 
be  offe nde d by our w ords.

W h at th e y don’t ge t is th at th e  pe ople  
th at ge t offe nde d by th at pie ce  are n’t our 
targe t audie nce . W e ’re  in a uniq ue  
position on th e  inte rne t to ge t instant 
fe e dback  from  liste ne rs and fans on w h at 

th e y w ant. Sh ow s w ill 
m ak e  it or th e y w on’t – but 
it sh ouldn’t be  up to 
adve rtise rs and inte re st 
groups to te ll us w h at to do.

And th at is th e  crux of th e  
proble m  – som e w h e re  

along th e  line  w e  got th is ide a th at w e  
h ave  th e  righ t to roam  th is e arth  w ith out 
be ing offe nde d. W e  got th is notion th at 
pe ople  sh ould w alk  on e ggsh e lls around 
us so w e  don’t ge t offe nde d. It’s sick e ning, 
and it’s a ve ry w e ak -m inde d stance  to 
h ave . And for som e  re ason, th e re  is e ve n 
le ss tole rance  by th e  m e dia w h e n it 
com e s to anyth ing offe nsive  in th e  re alm  
of com e dy. Movie s such  as Passion of th e  
Ch rist are  prote cte d, be cause  th e y are  
vie w e d as se rious w ork s, w h ile  a Je w  jok e  
m ade  by a radio h ost m ay h ave  pe ople  
re ady to organize  a h anging.

W h e n spe cial inte re st groups ge t offe nde d 
by som e th ing a com e dian or radio 
pe rsonality says, I cringe  at th e  th ough t of 
th e  'offe nde r' apologizing. Th e  m ore  
pe ople  conce de  to th e se  groups, th e  m ore  

noise  th e se  groups are  
lik e ly to m ak e  in th e  future . 
In le ss th an one  m onth  
afte r th e  Im us orde al, tw o 
oth e r sh ow s h ave  falle n to 
th e  outcrie s of inte re st 
groups – th e  Ne w  York -
base d duo JV &  Elvis, and 
XM Sate llite  Radio’s O pie  
&  Anth ony, w h o, ironically, 

w e re  broadcast on a pay ch anne l 
spe cifically bille d as unce nsore d adult 
talk  radio th at is ofte n rude , crude  and 
filth y.

W h e n you can’t say w h at you w ant on a 
sate llite  radio station th at pe ople  pay to 
liste n to (th e  so-calle d last bastion of fre e  
spe e ch ), you be gin to w onde r h ow  long it 
w ill be  be fore  com e dians are  h aule d off

it sh ould n’t b e
up to ad ve rtise rs and  
inte re st groups to te ll 

us w h at to d o

Th e  m ore  pe ople
conce d e  to th e se  
groups, th e  m ore  

noise  th e y’re  lik e ly to 
m ak e  in th e  future
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stage  and broadcaste rs are  sile nce d m id-
se nte nce  for state m e nts pe ople  MIGH T 
not agre e  w ith .

W h e re  doe s it stop? W h o de cide d w h at’s 
ok ay to say and w h at isn’t? Sh ouldn’t it be  
you and m e  – not th e  m e dia? Sh ouldn’t a 
h ost be  fire d be cause  of a public back lash  
ove r a scare  tactic from  a se lf-im portant 
parasite  lik e  Al Sh arpton? It’s sad th at th e  

m e dia and one  or tw o big public 
noise m ak e rs can h ave  a m an fire d for a 
com m e nt m ade  in passing - a com m e nt 
th at th e  ge ne ral public did not ge t upse t 
about. W h e n com e dians are  force d to se lf-
ce nsor for fe ar of possible  re pe rcussions 
from  e ve ry pole  of th e  colle ctive  m oral 
com pass, th e  art itse lf suffe rs. Th e  
product com e s out a w ate re d-dow n 
ve rsion of th e  inte nde d w ork .

W e ’re  luck y to be  podcaste rs righ t now , in 
a tim e  w h e n anyth ing w e  say goe s. O ne  
can’t h e lp but to w onde r h ow  q uick ly th at 
could ch ange . It’s up to us to figh t for th e

Patrick  Me lton is a profe ssional standup 
com e dian and h ost of th e  politically 
incorre ct inte rne t radio program  Nobody 
Lik e s O nions. You can e m ail h im  at 
patrick @ nobodylik e s onions .com .

Editor's Note :
D o you agre e  w ith  Patrick  or do you th ink  h e 's w ay off th e  m ark ?
Contact us ge ne ral.com m e nts @ podcas tus e rm agaz ine .com

righ t of fre e  spe e ch  e ve ryw h e re  – in all 
ge nre s, in all m e dium s. It’s im portant to 
de fe nd unpopular spe e ch , e ve n if w e  
don’t agre e  w ith  th e  m e ssage . I’m  not 
ask ing you to lik e  racial jok e s. I’m  not 
ask ing you to stop finding th ings 
offe nsive . I’m  ask ing you to th ink  about 
th at fact th at th e  pe ople  be h ind th ose  
jok e s h ave  th e  righ t to m ak e  th e m . Th e y 
h ave  th e  righ t to upse t you just as m uch  

as you h ave  th e  righ t to be  upse t. You 
don’t h ave  to agre e  w ith  th e  com m e nts 
m ade  in orde r to stand up for th e  
principle s of th is country w h ich  allow  
th e m  to be  m ade . Th is storm  is just 
be ginning. Som e one  h as to draw  a line  
som e w h e re , and I h ope  it h appe ns be fore  
w e  k ill com e dic cre ativity for good.

You d on’t h ave  to agre e  w ith  th e  com m e nts m ad e
in ord e r to stand  up for th e  principle s

of th is country w h ich  allow  th e m  to b e  m ad e

ph oto courte s y Patrick  Me lton
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BRIGH TON, ON TH E south  coast of England, h osts a m onth -long arts fe stival during May. 
Part of th at is th e  Gre at Escape , w h ich  th is ye ar fe ature d 285 bands playing at 22 ve nue s 
ove r th re e  days. H aving e njoye d th e  m usic, but not th e  cam ping or sanitary arrange m e nts, 
of th e  Le e ds fe stival last ye ar, I’d de cide d th is ye ar w as going to be  diffe re nt! Still th e  sam e  
buzz of gre at ne w  m usic, but w ith  ch ance  of a h ot sh ow e r and a sle e p in m y ow n be d. 
Marve llous!

Day One (Th ursday)

First up w as th e  ve ry e nth usiastic 
K ubick eck , from  m y h om e  tow n of 
Ne w castle , w h o w e re  playing 'unde r th e  
arch e s' in a ve ry black  h ole  calle d Z ap! 
H aving grabbe d th e  first of m any be e rs, 
w e  clim be d to th e  vie w ing galle ry, w h ich  
w e  subse q ue ntly nam e d 'old m an’s 
corne r', and w e re  strange ly undisturbe d 
by m any of th e  love ly young ladie s. I 
w onde r w h y?

Th e n it w as off to Th e  H ope , a ve ry 
intim ate  little  ve nue , w h e re  w e  caugh t 
th e  tail e nd of a London band calle d 586, 
w h o w e re  ve ry q uirk y and rath e r fun. W e  
stuck  around for anoth e r band calle d Lay 
Low , w h o, w e  found out, w e re  from  
Ice land, and w e re  fronte d by Lovisa 
Elisabe t, w h o proce e de d to give  a soulful 
re ndition of th e  de lta blue s. Quite  
e nch anting, w ith  a m ulti-tale nte d band, 
but w e  h ad to le ave  e arly in tim e  to h e ad 
ove r to se e  Popup play upstairs at 
Kabuk i. I’d be e n look ing forw ard to

se e ing th is Glasgow  band for som e  tim e , 
but it did se e m  th e ir re putation h ad not 
pre ce de d th e m , and be side s h alf a doze n 
Glasgow  fans and four ve ry intrusive  
ph otograph e rs, w e  h ad th e  band to 
ourse lve s. D e spite  th is, th e y gave  a good 
pe rform ance  but did m anage  to run out of 
drum stick s at one  point.

W e  le ft e arly again, in a vain atte m pt to 
se e  Nouvelle Vague , but afte r w e ’d 
q ue ue d for 10 m inute s at th e  w rong 
ve nue , w e  turne d up too late  to gain e ntry 
and e ve ntually h e ade d back  to Th e  Be ach  
Club. H e re  w e  e xpe cte d to se e  
Norw e gians, 120 days, and inste ad, in a 
last-m inute  ch ange  of ve nue , saw  th e  tail 
e nd of a se t by Th e Airborne Toxic 
Event, from  California. Ve ry e nth usiastic 
pe rform ance , w ith  th e  le ad singe r 
m anaging to bre ak  th re e  strings on tw o 
guitars, in tw o songs. W h o k now s h ow  
m any h e  w e nt th rough  in th e  w h ole  se t?

Text by Pete Cogle
Pe te  Cogle  of th e  PC Podcast (h ttp://pcpodcas t.blogs om e .com /)
h ttp://pcpodcas t.btpods h ow .com   (An e cle ctic m ix of inde pe nde nt m us ic from  around th e  w orld)
h ttp://th e dubz one .btpods h ow .com  (A s h ow cas e  for s om e  of th e  be s t dub re ggae )

H aving pe rsuade d m y e q ually de sk bound and ove rw ork e d m ate  Paul to com e  along, w e  
jum pe d on a train and arrive d in Brigh ton, grabbe d our pink  w ristbands and h e ade d off in 
se arch  of be e r, k e babs and e nte rtainm e nt.
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h appy, sing-along se t, along w ith  som e  
Joh n Coope r-Clark  poe try th row n in for 
good m e asure . As th e y said w h e n th e  
cam e  on, “w e ’re  th e  be st band since  
Slade ”. Rock -on Noddy!

As w e  le ft, w e  w e re  ple ase d to se e  our 
strate gy of 'staying put' h ad w ork e d, 
judging by th e  long q ue ue  and 
disgruntle d face s of fans w h o faile d to se e  
Th e  Mak e rs.

Final band of th e  fe stival w as Mum m -ra 
dow nstairs in th e  Audio Club. Th is 
Be xh ill-on-Se a six-pie ce  gave  th e ir all, but 
it w as difficult to be at Th e  Mak e rs, and, 
not w anting to m iss anoth e r train, w e  
re tire d e arly. 

Day Th ree (S aturday)

Th e  m orals of Friday’s e ve nt w e re  (a) 
drink  le ss be e r and (b) stay in one  ve nue  
for as long as possible , on account of th e  
fact w e  w e re  k nack e re d. So, w e  found 
ourse lve s, once  again, at Th e  Be ach  Club, 
sam pling w arm  San Migue l be e r and 
liste ning to a rath e r good four-pie ce  band 
from  W olve rh am pton calle d Ripch ord . 
W e ll w orth  th e  e ffort.

Th e  h igh ligh t of th e  fe stival, for m e  at 
le ast, w as m y first ch ance  to se e  Th e 
Reverend and th e Mak ers. I’ve  be e n 
playing th is Sh e ffie ld se ve n-pie ce  on PC 
Pod cast for a ye ar now  and w as re ally 
look ing forw ard it. I’m  h appy to say th at 
Jon (Re ve re nd) McClure  and h is m ak e rs 
did not disappoint and playe d a ve ry

Day Two (Friday)

Th e  m orals of Th ursday’s e ve nt w e re  (a) 
drink  le ss be e r and (b) ge t to se e  th e  
h e adline  acts e arly. So, w ith  th is in m ind, 
I’m  not sure  Paul w as 100% e nth use d 
w h e n I sugge ste d w e  go to th e  Corn 
Exch ange  and se e  a Fre nch  Canadian 
punk  band, calle d Les Breastfeeders. 
H ow e ve r, afte r th e  first song, and th e  only 
re al ale  w e  drank  during th e  th re e  days, 
th e re  w as a w arm  sm ile  on h is face !

Th e n it w as off to th e  Pavillion th e atre , to 
catch  up w ith  Lay Low  again, w h o w e re  
playing a se cond se t at th is large r ve nue . 
Appare ntly Lovisa’s fath e r w as in th e

audie nce  and th is w as th e  first tim e  h e ’d 
se e n th e  band play live . Th ose  guitar 
le ssons w e re  m one y w e ll spe nt, I’d say, 
D ad!

Th e n it w as a long w alk  to Concorde  2 to 
try to se e  th e  h e adline rs, Th e Rak es. 
O nce  again th e  ve nue  w as too full -  so, a 
long w alk  back  to Pre ssure  Point, and 
anoth e r faile d atte m pt to se e  th e  Le e ds 
band I Lik e Trains. Sh am e , re ally, in one  
of life ’s crue l ironie s, w e  th e n m isse d th e  
last train, on account of th e  fact w e  lik e  
be e r, as w e ll.

All in all, th e  Gre at Escape  w as a gre at th re e  days out, and it’s ve ry lik e ly w e ’ll be  back  
ne xt ye ar. W h at I’d not re alize d is th e  sh e e r varie ty of e xce lle nt ve nue s th e re  are  in 
Brigh ton. From  th e  se aside  “black  h ole s” unde r th e  King’s Road arch e s, to th e  Victorian 
grande ur of Th e  Corn Exch ange , th e re  is som e th ing for e ve ry m usic love r. Th e re  w as e ve n 
“Th e  Udde rbe lly Te nt”, e sse ntially an inflatable  upturne d cow , on th e  gre e n outside  Que e n 
Victoria’s Pavillion. Quinte sse ntially English , and proud of it. 10 out 10 Brigh ton! 

Kubick e k : h ttp://w w w .k ubich e k .co.uk /                586: h ttp://w w w .m ys pace .com /586
Lay Low : h ttp://w w w .m ys pace .com /baralovis a   Popup: h ttp://popupth e band.com /
Mum m -ra: h ttp://w w w .m um m -ra.com /                R ipch ord: h ttp://w w w .m ys pace .com /ripch orduk
Th e  Airborne  Toxic Eve nt: h ttp://w w w .m ys pace .com /th e airborne toxice ve nt
Re ve re d and Th e  Mak e rs: h ttp://w w w .m ys pace .com /re ve re ndm us ic
Le s Bre astfe e de rs: h ttp://w w w .m ys pace .com /le s bre as tfe e de rs 65 
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Th e Towers

Reveal Yourself
Text by Marilyn Madsen &  Grant Mason

EACH  MONTH  W E ask  an artist to supply th e ir answ e rs to a scie ntifically se le cte d se t of 
q ue stions (w e ll, O K – w e  lie d – th e y w e re  se le cte d by re side nt PUM boffins Grant Mason 
and Marilyn Madse n), in th e  h ope  th at th e ir re sponse s cast a little  m ore  ligh t on w h at 
m ak e s th e m  tick ...

W H O ARE YOU?
W e  are  Th e  Tow e rs from  Glasgow , 
Scotland
Jam ie  Se lle rs – Vocals – 21 – 6ft
Gav Som m e rville  – Guitars – 23 – 6ft 5in
Niall Som m e rville  – Guitars – 20 – 6ft 2in
Ste vie  Rank in – Bass – 18 – 6ft 3in
Ali Rank in – D rum s – 19  – 6ft 2in 

W H AT DO YOU DO?
W e  play indie -pop sw e at-rock  tune s

H OW  LONG H AVE YOU DONE IT?
Tw o ye ars prope rly but five  ye ars all in all 
(if you include  th e  e arly w ilde rne ss ye ars)

DO YOU H AVE A H ID D EN TALENT?
Ali is a m aste r Th ai boxe r, Gav is a form e r 
Scotland unde r-21 h ock e y goalk e e pe r and 
Niall, w e ll Niall's farts are  so pote nt th e y 
could fe ll a yak  at 20 yards!

ph oto courte s y Th e  Tow e rs
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STEREO OR IPOD?
Ipod, all th e  k ids are  doing it! Ne e d good 
h e adph one s for it th ough .

W H AT RINGTONE IS ON YOUR MOBILE 
PH ONE?
Ali's curre nt ringtone  is th e  Sonic th e  
H e dge h og th e m e  tune  from  th e  original 
Me gadrive /Ge ne sis gam e . Pre viously it 
w as Tow e r's tune  'As I Fall' w h ich  h ad to 
sw iftly re m ove d afte r fe ars arose  th at h e  
m ay be  ge tting sick  of it!

FAVOURITE ARTIST?
Gav – 'Th e  Ge t Up Kids'
Jam ie  – 'Fallout Boy'

FAVOURITE ALBUM ?
Ste vie  – My Ch e m ical Rom ance  – 'Th re e  
Ch e e rs for Sw e e t Re ve nge '
Niall – REM – 'Ne w  Adve nture s in H i-Fi'

FAVOURITE TRACK?
Gav – Franz Fe rdinand – 'D o You W ant To?'

BIGGEST INFLUENCE?
Jam ie  – Ste vie  W onde r

W H AT ALBUM DO YOU W ISH  YOU'D  
NEVER BOUGH T?
Ste vie  – b2k  – 'pande m onium '
Ali – Re d H ot Ch illi Pe ppe rs – 'Stadium  
Arcadium '

MOST TREASURED  POSSESSION?
O ur ne w  album , Pop By Num be rs (plug!)

MOST DOG-EARED  BOOK?
Sadly th e  close st th ing w e  w ould h ave  to 
a book  w ould be  an issue  of FH M! W e 're  
all stude nts, so th e re 's ple nty of dog-e are d 
te xtbook s doing th e  rounds th ough .

BRAND  OF COFFEE ?
Coffe e  is th e  drink  of th e  de vil, but 
Me lrose 's Te a...w e ll, now  w e 're  talk ing!

FOOD  YOU CAN'T LIVE W ITH OUT ?
Gav and Niall's Mum 's Lasagne .

FAVOURITE LABOUR-SAVING D EVICE ?
Erm ... m y k e ttle . D oe s th at count??.

W H AT MOTTO DO YOU LIVE BY ?
Fly straigh t and alw ays w e ar se nsible  
sh oe s.

W H O IS YOUR FICTIONAL H ERO OR 
H EROINE ?
Gav – Sonic th e  H e dge h og.

W H AT'S TH E BEST ADVICE YOU W ERE 
EVER GIVEN ?
W e 've  not re ally be e n give n m uch  advice  
in th e  w orld of m usic, so I gue ss th e  be st 
advice  is try lots of th ings and ditch  th e  
th ings th at don't w ork .

H EALTH  AND  H APPINESS OR FAME 
AND  FORTUNE ?
Fam e  and Fortune  ple ase ...w e  can buy 
our h e alth  and th at'll m ak e  us ve ry h appy!

h ttp://w w w .th e tow e rs rock .co.uk /h om e .h tm
h ttp://w w w .m ys pace .com /th e tow e rs

ph oto courte s y Th e  Tow e rs
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Th e  podcast m agazine  space  h as just ch ange d w ith  th e  adve nt of Blogge r and 
Podcaste r m agazine .

First re actions are  th at th e  ne w  m agazine  be ing such  a clone  is flatte ry to PUM - 
but it could be  flatte ring to de ce ive . W h at h appe ns if th e y turn out to be  a lot 
be tte r th an th e y look  now ? Th at w ouldn't be  difficult.

Th is ne w  k id on th e  block  look s lik e  it's doing a fe w  th ings PUM are n't, including 
h aving a sh arp e ye  on re ve nue .

Th e y se e m  to be  w e ll organise d, spe nding m one y and se lling th e m se lve s as th e  
first profe ssional podcast m agazine . Th e y are  also offe ring in m ultiple  form ats, 
w h ich  it could be  said th row s a gauntle t dow n to PUM, w h ich  h as re m aine d 
staunch ly w ritte n-not-spok e n since  launch .

D e spite  a good-size d audie nce , a de ve lope d se nse  of se lf, and w ith  a brand both  
sm art and obvious, Podcast Use r Magazine  still not w ide ly re cognise d outside  of 
podcasting. PUM h as not be e n m ark e te d aggre ssive ly since  its birth , and th is is no 
criticism . It can e asily be  argue d th at th is re laxe d, se m i-com m e rcial, colle giate  
attitude  is th e  online  m agazine 's ch arm , and th e  te am  of inte llige nt, e nth usiastic 
practitione r-contributor podcaste r-w rite rs a m ajor re ason for its w ide spre ad appe al 
am ong podcast afficionados, produce rs, vie w e rs and liste ne rs.

More  se riously, alth ough  th e  m agazine  carrie s re gular, h igh  q uality, nich e  conte nt, 
PUM h as not be e n anyw h e re  ne ar m one tize d to its pote ntial, and de spite  a lot of 
drum m ing up adve rtising re ve nue , no inroads h ave  ye t be e n m ade  into lucrative  
pasture s such  as Re al Life  publish ing syndication, w h ich  sure ly h olds th e  prom ise  
of gre ate r re w ard to th e  w rite rs and e ditors for th e ir th ousands of h ours of unpaid 
w ork .

Can Blogge rs and Podcaste rs k e e p th e  conte nt com ing? If th e y can, th e n th e y w ill 
ine vitably grow  th e ir re ade rsh ip. Is th is lik e ly to im pact upon PUM's e ve r-
incre asing re ade rsh ip? Probably, possibly not ne gative ly th ough , it m ay e ve n grow  
it. W ill anoth e r m agazine  crow d PUM and m ak e  it difficult for th e m  to ach ie ve  
w ide r visibility and cross ove r into m ainstre am  m e dia?

Until th e  re ce nt launch  of Blogge r and Podcaste r, h aving se e n off e arly opposition, 
PUM h ad no se rious conte nde rs for th e  Podcast Magazine  crow n. PUM's re ce ntly 
re organise d m anage m e nt w ill now  h ave  to look  sobe rly and h ard at th is ne w  
com pe titor as it atte m pts to diffe re ntiate  itse lf and se ll itse lf to busine sse s, th e  
profe ssional e nd of th e  sce ne .

PUM m ay be  th e  curre nt 'm ark e t le ade r' but th e ir re spe ctable  online  succe ss doe s 
not guarante e  it a place  in th e  future . Th e re  is com pe tition, and it w ill be  
fascinating to se e  h ow  th is sh ape s th e  ne w  PUM.

- D e an W h itbre ad

http://www.podcastusermagazine.com
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Next Month
in PUM

W e  ge ar up for th e  Ne w  Me dia Expo, 
and w e  bring you m ore  from  your 
favourite  w rite rs.  And m ore !

PodCam pUK announce d th is 
m onth  th at W e st Midlands 
re gional de ve lopm e nt age ncy 
D igital Ce ntral is a m ajor 
sponsor of th e  e ve nt. Th e  
age ncy, w h ose  re m it allow s it to 
fund th e  digital m e dia and 
m usic se ctors in th e  Midlands 
are a, sponsors a w ide  range  of 
proje cts across film , te le vision, 
anim ation, inte ractive  m e dia, 
com pute r gam e s, digital 
im aging, m usic and radio 
proje cts.

Th e ir age ncy aim s "to de ve lop 
an e nte rprise  culture  for cluste r 
busine sse s th at w ill h e lp 
acce le rate  e conom ic grow th  and 
incre ase  e m ploym e nt th rough  th e  
prom otion of innovative  ne w  
ide as, th e  de ve lopm e nt of ne w  
m ark e t opportunitie s and 
th e  nurturing of a ne w  
ge ne ration of cluste r 
e ntre pre ne urs."

For m ore  inform ation on 
PodCam pUK, tak ing place  
Se pte m be r 1 and 2 at th e  
Ne w  Te ch nology Institute  
in Birm ingh am , visit 
h ttp://podcam puk .com .

Th is  w ork  is  lice ns e d unde r th e  Cre ative  Com m ons
Attribution - Non Com m e rcial - Sh are Alik e  2.0 England and W ale s  Lice ns e .

To vie w  a copy of th is  lice ns e  vis it h ttp://cre ative com m ons .org/lice ns e s /by-nc-s a/2.0/uk /
or s e nd a le tte r to Cre ative  Com m ons , 543 H ow ard Stre e t, 5th  Floor, San Francis co, CA 9 4105, USA

A cam paign le d by Save Ne tRadio le d 
th ousands of Inte rne t Radio site s to h old a 
day of sile nce  on June  26 in prote st at an 
incre ase  in pe rform ance  royaltie s 
announce d by th e  US Copyrigh t Royalty 
Board in March . Many in th e  fle dgling 
Inte rne t radio industry are  w arning th at 
th e  ne w  royalty rate s w ill put th e m  out of 
ope ration w h e n th e y com e  into e ffe ct on 
July 15.

Am ongst th ose  joining th e  prote st w e re  
Yah oo, R h apsody, Pandora and Live 365. 
Th e  stations are  urging liste ne rs to contact 
m e m be rs of Congre ss in support of th e  
Inte rne t Radio Eq uality Act, w h ich  w ould 
put Inte rne t radio on th e  sam e  royalty rate  
as sate llite  radio, 7.5 pe rce nt of re ve nue .

Ube rblogge r and podcasting pione e r D ave  W ine r is 
com bining audio file s w ith  Tw itte r m e ssage s. H e  calls 
th e  re sult a 'Tw itte rGram '. Curre ntly all audio posts 
m ust be  unde r 200k , w h ich , at a 64k  re cording 
re solution, adds up to only 25 se conds. Curre ntly you 
can't post m ore  th an one  audio tw e e t e ve ry 10 m inute s.

Som e  folk s h ave  alre ady criticize d th e  ide a as a 
m assive  w aste  of CPU pow e r, tim e  and e ne rgy and 
h ave  calle d it "an ove rprice d answ e ring m ach ine ". 
W h e th e r it be com e s any m ore  th an th at, w e 'll just h ave  
to w ait and se e . Find out m ore  at h ttp://s cripting.com  
and upload your ow n using h ttp://tw itte rgram .com .

More News
From PUM

No se lf-re spe cting podcasting m agazine  can 
ignore  th e  fact th at Apple  is launch ing its Ph one  
just a fe w  sh ort days be fore  th e  re le ase  of th is 
issue . Le ts h ope  th is e xpe nsive  little  digital 
m arve l h e lps e ve n m ore  pe ople  tune  into m ore  
of th e  m any gre at podcasts out th e re  on th e  w e b!
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