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Mark H unter
m ark .h unte r@ podcas tus e rm agaz ine .com

W e 're  approach ing th e  e nd of an e ra. 
Nove m be r 2005 brough t us th e  first Portable  
Me dia Expo and Podcast Confe re nce , a tw o-
day e ve nt h e ld in O ntario, California. Quick ly 
th e  e ve nt be cam e  k now n sim ply as 'Th e  
Expo', tw o w ords th at during 2005 
e ncapsulate d e ve ryth ing th at grass-roots 
podcasting w as: com m unity, sh aring, 
e xcite m e nt, h aving a voice , be ing uniq ue , 
finding your nich e  and, of course , fre e  Griffin 
products. It w as a w e e k e nd of sh iny-ch e e k e d 
optim ism  and ch ildlik e  gle e  for m any of us at 
be ing in a (large ) room  w ith  pe ople  w h o, lik e  
us, just 'got it'. And of course  th e  ch ance  to 
m e e t pe ople  lik e  Le o Laporte , D an Klass and 
e ve n Adam  Curry, along w ith  putting face s to 
th ose  all-too-fam iliar voice s, m ade  th e  first 
Expo se e m  lik e  th e  W oodstock  of podcasting.

Th is m onth , h ow e ve r, h e ralds th e  last Expo 
at O ntario be fore  th e  m ove  to Las Ve gas in 
2008. Lance  Ande rson h e lps us re m e m be r 
th e  fre sh -face d e xcite m e nt of Th e  Expo and 
spe culate s on h ow  th e  m ove  m ay ch ange  th e  
e ve nt, a m ust re ad for th ose  w h o've  be e n in 
atte ndance  or w h o w ish  th e y'd be e n th e re .

W e  also bring you a gre at article  on 
m icroph one  te ch niq ue , som e th ing th at, w e ll, 
le t's face  it, m any of you could do w ith  
re ading! You ge t th e  ch ance  to m e e t Roge r 
Sm alls, h e  of D aily Source  Code  fam e , and 
D ani Cutle r of th e  Truth  Se e k e rs. Grant and 
Gabor and Colin pre se nt anoth e r pack e d 
m usic se ction, guiding you th rough  th e  
th ousands of bands m ak ing th e ir m usic 
available  and h e lping you se ize  on just th e  
righ t one s for your podcast. Sim on and th e  
Re vie w  Roule tte  re vie w e rs h ave  m ore  to 
offe r, and w e 've  got a gre at le tte r from  NO LA 
Tre y about th e  ne bulous e xcite m e nt of th e  
'Podcast Aw ards'.

Ge t in touch  w ith  us and be com e  a part of 
th e  m agazine :
Em ail - ge ne ral.com m e nts @ podcas tus e rm agaz ine .com
Jaik u - jaik u.com /ch anne l/pum
MySpace  - w w w .m ys pace .com /podcas tus e rm agaz ine

ABOUT
PODCAST USER 
MAGAZ INE

Each  m onth , our de dicate d 
contributors w ill re vie w  a range  of 
h ardw are  and softw are  to guide  you to 
th e  righ t buying ch oice s. W e  w ill also 
re vie w  a w ide  varie ty of podcasts, 
bringing you dive rsity and 
e nte rtainm e nt from  both  m ainstre am  
and nich e .

ADVICE AND H ELP

Podcast Use r Magazine  staff h ave  ye ars 
of com bine d e xpe rie nce . If you h ave  
any proble m s or w ould lik e  any 
inform ation, just e m ail us; w e 're  h e re  
to h e lp.

SUBMISSIONS

W e  are  alw ays look ing for gre at ne w  
tale nt. So if you h ave  a topic th at you 
w ould lik e  to w rite  about, w e  w ould be  
glad to h e ar from  you.

COMMENTS

If you h ave  a com m e nt, criticism  or 
e ve n praise  for w h at w e  do, ple ase  
don't h e sitate  to le t us k now . W e  can't 
ge t be tte r at w h at w e  do w ith out you.

PODCAST USER 
MAGAZ INE

invite s and e ncourage s subm issions 
from  all re garding podcasting. Any 
opinions on any subje cts e xpre sse d by 
th e  co-founde rs or contributors in th e ir 
podcasts are  th e irs alone  and do not 
re fle ct th e  e ditorial opinion of th e  
m agazine .

Editorial

ADVERTISERS

Podcast Use r Magazine
now  w e lcom e s adve rtising, both  sh ort 

and long te rm . Re ach  ove r 10,000 
re ade rs pe r m onth  in m ore  th an 120 

countrie s.

For m ore  de tails, contact
podcastus e rm ag@ gm ail.com

www .podcastusermagazine.com

s ubm is s ions @ podcas tus e rm agaz ine .com

ge ne ral.com m e nts @ podcas tus e rm agaz ine .com

h e lp@ podcas tus e rm agaz ine .com
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Going Up

- Th e Expo
O f course .

- Edirol R -09
Cute  and brilliant.

- Bloggertastic
Google 's vide o podcasting se rvice . 

Going Down

- Dave W iner
Stop w h ining about vide o podcaste rs...

- Podcast aw ards
W h o re ally care s?

- W indow s
A virus th at de le te s your m p3s? All your pre cious podcasts?!
Buy a Mac...
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Th e  re sults h ave  be e n announce d for th e  
th ird Podcast Pe e r Aw ards, an annual 
aw ards e ve nt w h e re  th e  be st podcasts 
are  vote d on by oth e r podcaste rs. A full 
list of th e  w inne rs and finalists can be  
found at: 
h ttp://podcas tpe e rs .org/w inne rs PPA3.h tm l

PodCam p UK is on!
If you're  re ading th is on th e  first tw o days of 
Se pte m be r, th e re  m ay still be  tim e  for you to ge t to 
Podcam p UK. Th e  e ve nt is tak ing place  at th e  
Birm ingh am  NTI ove r th e  w e e k e nd of Se pte m be r 1st 
and 2nd. Lik e  PodCam ps be fore  it, th is is e sse ntially a FREE tw o-day ope n-
door e ve nt on th e  fast-m oving w orld of ne w  m e dia, organise d by volunte e rs 
w h o h ave  all e xpe rie nce d PodCam ps e lse w h e re  in th e  w orld.
Th e  e ve nt offe rs basic and advance d se ssions, pane l discussions, le cture s and 
h ands-on de m onstrations for pe ople  w h o cre ate , e njoy, or are  inte re ste d in 
podcasting, blogging, w e b vide o, conte nt ne tw ork s and ne w  m e dia.
Fre e  food and re fre sh m e nts w ill be  provide d on both  days, and th e re  is a 
Saturday nigh t social e ve nt at th e  Aston Busine ss Ce ntre  w ith  FREE drink s, a 
live  band and D J se ts.
In atte ndance  at PodCam p UK w ill be  som e  of th e  UK’s m ost re spe cte d and 
prom ine nt podcaste rs, as w e ll as re pre se ntative s from  th e  BBC, th e  Radio 
Acade m y, th e  O pe n R igh ts Group, th e  Unite d Kingdom  Podcaste rs 
Association (UKPA) and prom ine nt pe ople  from  th e  varie d w orlds of radio 
broadcasting, journalism , corporate  busine ss, PR  and softw are  de ve lopm e nt.
Th e  e ve nt is sponsore d by Ch e e ze , D igital Ce ntral, W e lls Park , Podcast Nation, 
Blogtv, BTPodsh ow , Pod3.tv, Bliptv, Te ch sm ith  , Node 101 and Je ff Pulve r.
For furth e r inform ation visit: h ttp://podcam puk .com

www .podcastusermagazine.com
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PodCam p Ire land w ill be  th e  ve ry first stand-
alone  e ve nt to prom ote  podcasting and all 
th ings ne w  m e dia in Ire land, h e lping 
e ncourage  pe ople  into discove ring th e  
w orld of podcasting. It w ill be  h e ld in 
Kilk e nny City on Saturday Se pte m be r 29 , 
2007.  Podcaste rs in th e  South e rn 
H e m isph e re  w ill h ave  a ch ance  to m e e t at 
PodCam pCape Tow n, w h ich  w ill be  h e ld on 
O ctobe r 20 at Th e  Extre m e  H ote l in 
Cape tow n, South  Africa.
For m ore  inform ation visit: 
h ttp://w w w .podcam pire land.com / 
and h ttp://w w w .podcam pcape tow n.com /.

News Editor: Joh n BuckleyNews Th e  th ird annual Podcast Aw ards 
run by Podcast Conne ct, Inc. 
took  place  ove r fifte e n days th is 
past July. Podcaste rs and th e ir 
audie nce  participate d in th e  
nom inations and voting. Th e  
aw ards and prize s w ill be  give n 
out at th e  Ne w  Me dia Expo in 
O ntario, CA on Se pte m be r 27th .
h ttp://w w w .podcas taw ards .com /

Th e  UK Association of O nline  
Publish e rs (AO P) h as a Podcast 
cate gory in its online  aw ards for th e  
ye ar 2007. Th e  AO P aw ards (now  in 
th e ir sixth  ye ar) are  "de signe d to to 
ce le brate  and re w ard e xce lle nce  in 
all aspe cts of digital publish ing and 
are  e stablish e d as a sh ow case  of th e  
m ost innovative  and h igh -q uality 
online  conte nt in th e  UK." According 
to th e  AO P's w e bsite , th is ye ars 
podcasting aw ard w ill "re cognize  th e  
ach ie ve m e nts m ade  in podcasting 
by a digital publish ing com pany."
Judging w ill tak e  place  on Monday 
3rd Se pte m be r, w ith  th e  aw ards 
pre se nte d at a ce le bratory dinne r on 
3 O ctobe r at th e  London H ilton on 
Park  Lane , follow ing th e  annual 
AO P online  publish ing confe re nce .
More  from : h ttp://tinyurl.com /ypfocy

http://www.podcastusermagazine.com
http://podcampuk.com
http://podcastpeers.org/winnersPPA3.html
http://www.podcastawards.com/
http://tinyurl.com/ypfocy
http://www.podcampireland.com/
http://www.podcampcapetown.com/


http://www.newmediaexpo.com
http://www.newmediaexpo.com


www .podcastusermagazine.com

Page 8 - Issue 20 : S eptember 2007

Audio 101:

Dont eat 
th at 
microph one!

Text by S kinny W h ite Boy

CH ANCES ARE YOU ow n a m icroph one . It's a pre tty e sse ntial pie ce  of e q uipm e nt for 
podcaste rs. Soon e nough  you w ill w ant to re cord som e th ing th at doe sn't alre ady e xist in 
digital form  (lik e  your voice , m aybe ?). So w h at do you do w ith  th at m icroph one ? You stick  
it on a stand, you h it re cord and start talk ing. Sim ple ! Unfortunate ly, th at sim plicity stops 
th e  m inute  you liste n back  to w h at you just re corde d. Sounds lik e  m ud, doe sn't it? A 
m icroph one  is a pie ce  of ge ar th at you w ill h ave  to le arn h ow  to use . Most pe ople  don't 
vie w  it th is w ay; it's afte r all, just som e th ing to talk  into. W h at could be  furth e r from  th e  
truth ? As th e  popular saying in audio-e ngine e ring goe s: Garbage  in, garbage  out. All th e  
fancy e q uipm e nt in th e  w orld w on't fix a poor re cording.

So you be tte r be  paying 
atte ntion to th e  m ost 
im portant (and first) 
link  in your audio ch ain: 
your m icroph one . If you 
just spe nt 200 dollars 
(or w h ate ve r your local 
e q uivale nt curre ncy is) 
on a supe r-dupe r 
m icroph one  but don't 
k now  h ow  to use  it 
prope rly, it isn't going to 
do you any good. 
Adding insult to injury (as I lik e  to do), 
th e  m ore  e xpe nsive  your m icroph one , th e  
h arde r it w ill be  to re cord w ith . W h y is 
th at? Be cause  th e  be tte r th e  m icroph one , 
th e  m ore  it w ill 'h e ar'. It w ill e ve n h e ar 
th ings you didn't k now  w e re  th e re .

Alm ost all 
proble m s w ith  
vocal re cordings 
can be  
e lim inate d, or at 
le ast re duce d, by 
place m e nt of th e  
m icroph one . In 
th is case  
place m e nt 
m e ans 'as in 
re lation to th e  
source  of th e  

sound' (you, in m ost case s). Moving your 
h e ad give s th e  m icroph one  a diffe re nt 
place m e nt in re lation to th e  audio source  
(th at's you again) and m igh t be  e asie r 
th an actually m oving th e  m icroph one , so 
k e e p th at in m ind.

'

im age : Sk inny W h ite  Boy
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Proximity Effect. 
  
Le t's tak e  a look  at w h at m oving a 
m icroph one  tow ard you or aw ay from  you 
doe s for th e  sound. Th e  close r you ge t to 
a m icroph one , th e  m ore  low  (bass) 
fre q ue ncie s w ill be  e m ph asize d in th e  
re cording. Th is is calle d th e  proxim ity 
e ffe ct. Voice -ove r artists h ave  use d th is 
e ffe ct to th e ir advantage  for ye ars. Th ose  
th unde ring voice s you h e ar in 
com m e rcials are  th e  re sult of scooting up 
to th e  m icroph one . Try it; you'll be  
surprise d. If your voice  is naturally th in, 
th e  proxim ity e ffe ct m igh t give  
you a m ore  robust sound. 
Pe rsonally, I don't lik e  th is 
e ffe ct on fe m ale  spe ak e rs, but 
it's all a m atte r of taste .

Lik e w ise , if you m ove  aw ay 
from  th e  m icroph one , th ose  
low  fre q ue ncie s w ill be  de -
e m ph asize d and your voice  w ill 
sound th inne r. You m igh t h ave  
to do th is if you h ave  a naturally low  
voice . In th at case , sitting to close  to th e  
m icroph one  can cause  too large  an 
am ount of bass, and your re cording w ill 
sound m uddy. H ow e ve r, be  care ful not to 
m ove  too far aw ay from  th e  m icroph one .
  
Ambient sound. 
  
Anoth e r e ffe ct com e s in to play w h ile  
m oving th e  m icroph one  
around: th e  farth e r aw ay you 
sit (or stand) from  th e  
m icroph one , th e  m ore  indire ct 
or am bie nt sound it w ill 
capture . Your voice  is re corde d 
not dire ctly, but as it's be ing 
colore d by th e  surroundings 
you are  in. W h e n you m ove  
aw ay from  th e  m icroph one , 
your re cording, oddly e nough , 
w ill sound lik e  you are  
standing aw ay from  th e  
m icroph one  (big surprise  th e re ). Be cause  
of th is, ge tting close r w ill sound m ore  
intim ate .

You w ill h ave  to find a h appy m e dium

h e re . Move  in close  for an intim ate -
sounding re cording. Move  too close  and 
th e  proxim ity e ffe ct w ill m ak e  you sound 
too m uddy. For th is re ason, th e  be tte r 
m icroph one s w ill fe ature  a sw itch  th at le t 
you control th e  bass fre q ue ncie s. 

Plops, h isses and 
smacks. 
  
W h e n you spe ak , you are  constantly 
re sh aping th e  cavity calle d your m outh  
and m oving air th rough  it at diffe re nt 
spe e ds. Most of th e  noise s w e  cre ate  th at 

w ay sound O K, oth e rs not so, 
and som e  sound h orrible  w h e n 
re corde d. O ur British  re ade rs 
w ill appre ciate  th is fact as 'T' is 
not only a sound, it's also a 
w ord use d in 9 5% of th e ir 
conve rsations -- I could h ave  
use d Am e ricans for th at jok e , 
but 'coffe e ' is not a consonant. 
All jok ing aside , th ough , th e re  
are  tw o k inds of 'dirty' sounds: 

plosive s and sibilants. Each  can ruin a 
re cording, alth ough  for diffe re nt re asons.

Plosive s are  cre ate d by a large  build-up of 
air th at is q uick ly re le ase d. Th ink  of th e  
le tte rs T, P and B. Th is sudde n incre ase  in 
pre ssure  can cause  an 'ove rload' and ruin 
your re cording. It's th e  air-burst cre ate d 
by spe ak ing th e se  le tte rs th at cause s th e  
proble m , and th e  trick  is to dire ct th e  air 

so th at it doe sn't dire ctly h it th e  
m icroph one . Plosive s are  e asily 
re m e die d by a plop-filte r place d 
be tw e e n th e  m icroph one  and 
th e  spe ak e r. A plop-filte r (pop 
filte r, w indscre e n) is th e  foam  
cap th at is pulle d ove r th e  
m icroph one  (ofte n use d 
outside ) or th e  nylon m e sh  
(ye ah , th at's pantyh ose , pe ople !) 
stre tch e d out ove r a circular 
fram e . Plop-filte rs are  a MUST 

H AVE for e ve ryone  se rious about 
re cording voice . If th e  plop-filte r doe sn't 
do th e  trick , try talk ing sligh tly aw ay from  
th e  m icroph one  (place m e nt again). Th at 
is, k e e p th e  sam e  distance  form  th e  
m icroph one , but don’t talk  dire ctly into it.

im age : m usiciansfrie nd.com
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O th e r proble m s com e  from  
sounds m ade  by spe ak ing 
th e  le tte rs S, C and Z . 
W h ile  th e se  so-call sibilants 
still cause  a significant 
m ove m e nt of air, alth ough  

not as m uch  as th e ir plosive  fam ily 
m e m be rs, th e ir gre ate st 
proble m  is cause d by th e ir 
fre q ue ncy range . To m ak e  
th e se  sounds, you form  
your m outh  in such  a w ay 
th at you are  re le asing a lot 
of air w ith  re lative ly little  pre ssure  but 

w ith  a h igh  fre q ue ncy. It 
sounds h orrible , unle ss you 
are  aw are  of w h at you are  
doing. Again, you w ill ne e d 
a w indscre e n and talk  
aw ay from  th e  m icroph one .

Processing. 
  
W h ile  th e re  are  w ays to fix som e  of th e  
proble m s I just de scribe d, th e  be st w ay is 
to le arn h ow  your m icroph one  re sponds 
to you. You w ill h ave  to re m e m be r th at 
your voice  is an instrum e nt - a m usical 
instrum e nt. A m icroph one  is just th e re  to 
h e lp you ge t th at noise  out. If you w ant to 
le arn m ore  about h ow  to control your 
re cordings, re ad up on com pre ssors, 
lim ite rs and de -e sse rs. For now , h ow e ve r, 
you sh ould just be  ge tting com fortable  
w ith  th e  m icroph one  you ow n. H appy 
Re cordings!!

S

Z
C

Sk inny W h ite  Boy
h ttp://s k innyw h ite boy.k as tpod.org
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Quick  and painle ss 
m e dical inform ation.

h ttp://w w w .m e dicalm inute podcas t.com /

Total PodCastroph e
British  - Am e rican 
h um our and m ore  
pangolins th an you 
can sh ak e  a stick  at!

h ttp://w w w .totalpodcas troph e .com /

Podsafe  indie  m usic 
pre se nte d by
Gabor Kovacs

h ttp://w w w .e le ctricallanguage .co.uk /podcas t.h tm l

Liste n to our sh ow  
to find out th e  
m e aning of life . 

(D isclaim e r: Not all 
e pisode s contain th e  

m e aning of life .)

h ttp://w w w .both righ t.com /

Em brace  your inne r 
de ge ne rate

h ttp://w w w .notiow a.com /

Your back stage  pass 
to th e  Fringe

w ith  Ew an Spe nce

h ttp://e dinburgh fringe .th e podcas tne tw ork .com /

http://www.podcastusermagazine.com
http://skinnywhiteboy.kastpod.org
http://www.medicalminutepodcast.com/
http://www.totalpodcastrophe.com/
http://www.electricallanguage.co.uk/podcast.html
http://www.bothright.com
http://www.notiowa.com/
http://edinburghfringe.thepodcastnetwork.com/



Mark :
My Words

- Podcasting
  and Cancer

Text by Mark H unter
im age  courte s y Mark  H unte r

PROFESSIONAL PODCASTER. OH , de ar re ade r, h ow  m any of us h ave  sore ly w ish e d th at 
w e re  our title ? Be ing paid to do w h at w e  love . A dre am  com e  true , sure ly.

But w h at if th e  podcast you're  be ing paid 
to produce  and/or h ost is not th e  podcast 
th at you th ough t it w ould be ? W h at if th e  
subje ct of th e  podcast w as one  of w h ich  
you h ad little  or no k now le dge ? W h at if 
th e  subje ct w as dry and at tim e s clinical? 
Th at w as e xactly th e  situation I found 
m yse lf in e arlie r th is ye ar w h e n I be cam e  
th e  produce r of th e  AICR  Cance r 
Que stions Answ e re d Podcast.

My podcasting back ground is firm ly in th e  
m usic ge nre , and ofte n I day-dre am e d 
th at one  day it w ould be  m y paid 
profe ssion, sh ow casing ne w  m usic to a 
w orldw ide  audie nce  and be ing 
paid h andsom e ly in th e  proce ss. 
H ow e ve r, as m any of us h ave  
e xpe rie nce d, finding sponsorsh ip - 
or e ve n a w e alth y be ne factor! - is 
a trick y prospe ct. Ye s, a fe w  
dollars can be  m ade  w ith  a 
GoD addy ad cam paign. Ye s, a 
PayPal donate  button can h e lp 
you cove r your h osting costs. But it's 
rare ly e nough  to pay th e  m ortgage , as 
you've  pe rh aps e xpe rie nce d.

Se pte m be r 2006. Afte r a fe w  e m ails I w as 
on m y w ay to m e e t tartanpodcast liste ne r 
Jack  Cum m ing. W e 'd arrange d to m e e t at 
Starbuck s on Sauch ie h all Stre e t, Glasgow . 
Jack 's not a big coffe e  drink e r, but it's a 
com fortable  and conve nie nt m e e ting 
spot, so w ith  Mole sk ine  in one  h and, large  
Am e ricano in th e  oth e r, I sat w ith  h im  
and liste ne d as h e  outline d h is ide as for a

podcast th at w ould cove r th e  m ost 
fre q ue ntly ask e d q ue stions about .... 
cance r. Liste n, cance r's no jok ing m atte r, 
so th e  ide a of a podcast produce d to h e lp 
pe ople  unde rstand th e  sym ptom s, 
tre atm e nts, diagnosis and so forth  w as 
both  an e xciting and appalling prospe ct. 
Jack 's job is e Com m e rce  Manage r for th e  
Association for Inte rnational Cance r 
Re se arch . Th e y'd spe nt tim e  and m one y 
m ak ing th e ir site  inform ative , ach ie ving a 
h igh  Google  rank , and th e y'd e ndorse d 
som e  h igh  profile  fund raising. Each  ye ar 
th e  ch arity puts h uge  sum s of m one y into 
re se arch ing cance r tre atm e nt, and h aving 

a com pre h e nsive  w e b pre se nce  is 
im portant to th e m . And now  it 
w as tim e  to m ove  to th e  ne xt 
le ve l. Th e y w ante d a podcast.

Ch arity fund-raising is facing a 
re al ch alle nge  w ith  th e  inte rne t. 
Se ve nty ye ars afte r th e  start of 
re gular TV transm ission in th e  

UK, ch aritie s are  only now  re alising th e  
h uge  pote ntial of te le vision as a fund-
raising m e dium ! Th e  'ne t's le ss th an 20 
ye ars old, so ch aritie s lik e  AICR  are  
e xpe rim e nting w ith  ne w  m e dia. Th e y can 
tak e  an e xisting m e ssage  and de live r it 
globally via th e  inte rne t. Th at's w h e re  th e  
podcast com e s in - th e y can h ave  a voice  
th at's h e ard around th e  w orld.

Jack 's as te ch  savvy as th e  ne xt guy, and 
h e  k ne w  h e 'd be  able  to h andle  th e  
te ch nical aspe cts of putting toge th e r a
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podcast. H ow e ve r, h e  re alise d th at th e y 
ne e de d a produce r to pull all th e  aspe cts 
of th e  podcast toge th e r - th e  fe e d, th e  
iTune s artw ork , th e  sh ow note s and such  - 
and to k e e p th e  proje ct 
m oving forw ard. Th e y 
ne e de d som e one  to bring 
structure  and ide as to th e  
proje ct, to k e e p it on th e  
front burne r, but also to 
pre se nt th e  podcast in a 
re laxe d style .

W e ll, I k ne w  I could 
h andle  th e  te ch nical 
aspe cts of th e  proje ct, and I k ne w  I could 
bring som e  ide as and structure  to it. But 
w h at about pre se nting it? Th e  num be r-1 
rule  of podcasting is to podcast about 
w h at you k now  and love . I ne ith e r k now  
nor love  cance r. H e lp w as at h and.

I w as to liaise , both  as h ost and produce r, 
w ith  AICR's scie ntific consultant D r Mark  
Matfie ld. D r Matfie ld is no strange r to 
m e dia; h e 's lost count of th e  num be r of 
radio and TV inte rvie w s h e 's done  ove r 
th e  ye ars. And w ith  h is status as a 
consultant to th e  ch arity, h e  is obviously 
in th e  be st position to tak e  th e  le ad in th e  
podcast. My role  q uick ly be cam e  de fine d 
as ch airpe rson, le ading th e  discussion 
th rough  th e  various points w e  h ad to 
cove r.

H ow e ve r, alth ough  D r Matfie ld is an 
inte rvie w  ve te ran, h e  confe sse d th at th is 
w as a disadvantage , finding h is 
e xpe rie nce  re cording th e  podcast ve ry 
diffe re nt to th at of re cording a radio 
inte rvie w . H e  q uick ly re cognise d th at 
podcasting isn't radio, th at e ve ryone  
involve d in a podcast plays a part in its 
production. And th at's true , you h ave  to 
be  far m ore  aw are  of th e  inform ation you 
as th e  h ost/produce r/inte rvie w e e  w ant to 
conve y and w h at your audie nce  re q uire s 
of you. Part of th e  task  w e  face d in pre -
production w as h ow  to tak e  dry, clinical 
inform ation about th e  diagnosis and 
tre atm e nt of cance r and turn it into 
som e th ing inform ative , alm ost 
e nte rtaining. It's a fine  line  be cause  th e

subje ct is so se rious. But th e  podcast 
ne e ds to spe ak  to pe ople  in th e  language  
of th e  re al w orld, not th e  language  of a 
clinician. And th e  pe ople  liste ning to a 

podcast about cance r are  
lik e ly to be  pe ople  w h o 
h ave  e ith e r be e n 
diagnose d w ith  cance r, 
suspe ct th e y m ay h ave  
cance r, or h ave  a fam ily 
m e m be r w ith  cance r. It 
w ould be  re m iss for us to 
scare  th e m  w ith  gory 
de tails of th e  e ffe cts of 
cance r, but, e q ually, th e y 

ne e d to k now  th e  facts. Th at is, afte r all, 
w h y th e y've  dow nloade d th e  podcast. So, 
th e  finish e d product ne e ds to ge t ove r th e  
ne ce ssary inform ation in an 
approach able , unde rstandable  w ay.

Th at's w h e re  I, as th e  h ost/produce r, h ad 
to h e lp guide  D r Matfie ld th rough  th e  
e xpe rie nce  of re cording a podcast, 
h e lping h im  softe n and ligh te n th e  
language  h e  use s, inte rje cting w ith  
q ue stions th at pe ople  are  lik e ly to h ave . 
Th e  re sultant audio is ofte n disjointe d, 
w ith  m any stops and start, h iccups and 
do-ove rs. I th e n h ave  to liste n to it ove r 
again m any tim e s, e diting out th e  rough  
spots and m ak ing sure  th at if I ask  a 
q ue stion, th e  answ e r D r Matfie ld give s 
h asn't be e n e dite d out by m istak e ! It's a 
long proce ss and a ve ry diffe re nt one  from  
w h at I w as use d re cording a m usic 
podcast: one  tak e , save d dow n, uploade d.

But th e  h ard w ork , th e  re tak e s, th e  
e diting, th e  post-production h ave  be e n 
w orth  it, and th e  AICR, Jack  Cum m ing, 
D r Matfie ld and I all fe e l w e 've  cre ate d 
som e th ing th at's inform ative , use ful and 
e nte rtaining and w ill be  a body of w ork  
th at th e  ch arity can use  for ye ars to com e . 
You can liste n to th e  first th re e  e ditions of 
th e  AICR  Cance r Que stions Answ e re d 
Podcast at th e  AICR  w e bsite .

AICR
h ttp://w w w .aicr.org.uk
Mark  H unte r
h ttp://w w w .tartans torie s .com

ph oto courte s y Mark  H unte r
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Dani Cutler
Inside Th e Podcasters' S tudio

ph oto courte s y Dani Cutle rText by Paul and Judy H utch inson
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In an e ffort to b e tte r k now  our colle ague s, w e  are  tak ing a look  'Insid e  th e  Pod caste rs’ 
Stud io'. W e  w ant to k now  w h at m ak e s pod caste rs d o w h at th e y d o, w h at m otivate s th e m , 
and  w h e re  th e y se e  th e ir pod cast going in th e  future . Le t us b e gin w ith  a b rie f se lf-
introd uction...
DANI: I w as born a m e re  35 ye ars ago in State n Island, NY.  W h e n I w as 5 m y fam ily 
m ove d to Arizona, and I’ve  be e n h e re  e ve r since . I’ve  be e n m arrie d for 14 ye ars and h ave  
tw o daugh te rs.  In a "form e r life " I w as a le gal assistant, but for th e  last se ve n ye ars I've  
be e n a stay-at-h om e  m om . Be side s podcasting, I volunte e r as th e  ove rnigh t D J for KW SS 
106.7, an inde pe nde nt m ode rn rock  station in Scottsdale , AZ . I’m  a voice  actor and e ditor 
for D re am  Re alm  Ente rprise s, an audio cine m a production com pany. I also run th e  Audio 
Addicts blog, w h ich  cove rs all th ings audio-re late d, as w e ll as contribute  to SFF Audio.com  
and th e  Podcast Pick le  Ne w s. Th ank s to m y podcast, and m y love  of ne w s and re se arch ing, 
I’m  toying w ith  th e  ide a of going back  to sch ool for a journalism  de gre e . H ow e ve r, I’ve  be e n 
toying w ith  th is ide a for ove r a ye ar now . Going back  to sch ool frigh te ns m e .

W H EN, AND  H OW , D ID  YOU 
FIRST H EAR ABOUT 
PODCASTING?

DANI: Actually a frie nd 
of m ine , w h o is a h uge  
D aily Source  Code  fan, 
told m e  about Curry’s 
sh ow  and th is ne w -
fangle d ide a calle d th e  
podcast. It w as probably 
back  in 2005. Th e  ide a 
didn't grasp m e  righ t 
aw ay, and be fore  I k ne w  
about th e  podcatch e rs I 
w ould just dow nload individual 
sh ow s.  Th at w as actually q uite  a 
pain, and I alm ost gave  up on it righ t 
th e n and th e re .  I trie d 
dow nloading iPodde r afte r th at 
but still didn't unde rstand th e  
conce pt of th e  RSS fe e d, so I 
trash e d th at, too, and be gan just 
liste ning to th ings h e re  and th e re  off 
w e bsite s.  It w as only afte r I got m y 
first MP3 playe r, th e n dow nloading 
iTune s, th at I be gan to re ally unde rstand 
th e  e ase  of podcast-liste ning and conce pt 
of podcasting.

W H AT WAS TH E FIRST PODCAST YOU 
SUBSCRIBED  TO, AND  W H Y?

DANI: W e ll, it w as D aily Source  code , just 
be cause  it w as th e  one  I k ne w .  Th rough  
th e  sh ow  I w as able  to h e ar about oth e r 
podcasts, such  as th e  Sm all W orld 
podcast.  I be lie ve  th at w as th e  se cond

one  I subscribe d to.  Afte r 
th at I just starte d 
se arch ing on m y ow n for 
th ings, e spe cially political 
podcasts. As you brow se , 
it’s am azing th e  th ings 
you can find just from  
look ing at oth e r podcast 
blogrolls. As m ost 
podcast-liste ne rs k now , it 
q uick ly snow balls, and 
be fore  you k now  it you 
are  practically drow ning 
in th ings to liste n to and 
h ave  h ours of th ings 

back logge d!   Since  I do love  
politics and ne w s, I love  th at m any 
m ajor m e dia outle ts such  as NPR  
or th e  CBC podcast th e ir sh ow s. 

W H AT DO YOU LOOK  FOR IN A 
PODCAST? 

DANI: Subje ct-w ise , it re ally de pe nds on 
m y m ood. I am  subscribe d to e ve ryth ing 
from  political casts, to audio dram as, to 
m usic, and som e  q uite  racy talk  sh ow s. 
W h at m ak e s m e  STAY w ith  th e m  is 
conte nt and pre se ntation. Th e re  h as to be  
som e  sort of uniform ity to a sh ow .  You 
can't just pre ss re cord and start blath e ring 
on w ith out a point. I also look  for 
e nth usiasm .  I've  h e ard pe ople  spe ak  in a 
m ousy m onotone  voice  on sh ow s, and 
e ve n th ough  th e  conte nt m igh t be  
som e th ing I'm  inte re ste d in, I just can't 
stay liste ning. Th e re  re ally h as to be  a 
good balance  of conte nt and h ost.

im age : truth s e e k e rs cas t.com
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W H AT PUTS YOU OFF A PODCAST?

DANI: W e ll, I answ e re d som e  of th at in 
th e  last q ue stion! H ow e ve r, anoth e r th ing 
th at w ill put m e  off is poor q uality. It 
doe sn't h ave  to sound top-of-th e -line  
profe ssional, but if you're  bre ath ing in th e  
m ic too m uch , or you've  got h igh -pitch e d 
back ground noise , you're  not going to 
k e e p liste ne rs ve ry long. I unde rstand th at 
podcasting is a h obby 
for so m any, but I re ally 
appre ciate  th ose  w h o 
tak e  th e  tim e  to 
produce  a sh ow  th at 
sounds lik e  th e y re ally 
care , and are  e xcite d 
about w h at th e y are  
doing.  

W H AT DROVE YOU, 
PERSONALLY, TO BECOME A 
PODCASTER YOURSELF?

DANI: I’ve  run a political m e ssage -board 
for th e  past th re e  ye ars. It sudde nly 
be cam e  too sm all of an audie nce , and I 
w ante d to re ach  m ore  pe ople .  Podcasting 
w as th e  natural ne xt ste p. I w as ne rvous 
about doing it, th ough . A gre at 
opportunity cam e  m y w ay to practice  
w ith  producing and publish ing podcasts 
w h e n I h e lpe d Th e  Sonic Socie ty w ith  
th e ir podcast e arly in 2006.  O nce  I 
re alize d h ow  darn e asy it w as to do so, it 
only took  a little  planning of h ow  I 
w ante d to structure  m y ow n cast, and I 
w as on m y w ay.  W h at’s funny is now , th e  
m e ssage  board h as a large r audie nce  
th ank s to th e  podcast. Th e y com plim e nt 
e ach  oth e r ve ry w e ll.

W H AT MOTIVATES YOU, CURRENTLY, 
TO CONTINUE PODCASTING?

DANI: My podcast is political and about 
bringing forth  ide as and inform ation. Th e  
Am e rican m ainstre am  m e dia is not ve ry 
good at doing th is, in m y opinion.  Pre tty 
m uch  sound byte s and h alf-storie s, w ith  
ve ry little  in-de pth  cove rage .  Re al life  
m ay not be  as e nte rtaining as Paris H ilton 
or Britne y Spe ars, but it’s ce rtainly m ore

im portant. Th at is m y bigge st m otivation, 
to bring forth  m ore  inform ation about 
storie s th at I fe e l ne e d a little  m ore  
cove rage , and try to bring th e  w h ole  story 
out, not just th e  h e adline . I also give  a 
platform  for oth e rs to spe ak , e ith e r 
th rough  voice m ails, or just com ing and 
be ing a gue st on th e  sh ow . I w ant to m ak e  
sure  as m any voice s as possible  are  h e ard. 
I m ay not agre e  w ith  your position, but 

e ve ryone  h as a righ t to 
spe ak , and m ore  
im portantly not be  
sm ack e d dow n for th e ir 
opinion.

H OW  H AVE 
PODCASTS CH ANGED  
YOUR ATTITUDE 
TOWARD , AND  
CONSUMPTION OF, 

TRADITIONAL MEDIA?

DANI: I still be lie ve  in th e  pow e r of radio, 
and I fe e l it is ne ve r going to be  obsole te . I 
w ouldn't say th at podcasting h as ch ange d 
m y attitude  tow ards radio as m uch  as th e  
FCC or corporations lik e  Cle ar Ch anne l 
h ave .  Podcasting did ge t m e  to start 
look ing at th e  sm alle r, m ore  inde pe nde nt 
stations, such  as unive rsity stations and 
th e  lik e .  W h at's gre at is a lot of radio 
stations are  now  podcasting th e ir sh ow s, 
th e re by incre asing th e ir audie nce .  As for 
oth e r traditional m e dia, it h asn't re ally 
ch ange d it too m uch .  Espe cially w h e re  
m usic is conce rne d. I've  alw ays be e n 
m ore  of an inde pe nde nt m usic pe rson.  If 
th e re  is a group I h e ar in a podcast th at I 
e njoy, I w ill support th e m  and buy th e ir 
CD , e ve n if th e ir m usic is offe re d for fre e . 
 I also am  a firm  be lie ve r in prom oting 
oth e rs.  Th at group I lik e ?  Guarante e d 
it’s going to be  playe d on m y sh ow  as w e ll.

H OW  H AVE PODCASTS CH ANGED  
YOUR LIFE IN A MORE GENERAL 
SENSE?

DANI: My fam ily h asn’t se e n m e  since  
e arly 2006.  (O K, I'm  k idding!). As a 
podcaste r, I look  at th e  w orld around m e  
now , e ve n m undane  th ings, and th ink , "I

ph oto courte s y Dani Cutle r
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sh ould re cord th is!"  or "th is w ould m ak e  
a gre at podcast!" Your e ntire  w orld is 
possible  conte nt. I suppose , th ough , th e  
bigge st w ay podcasts h ave  ch ange d m y 
life  is just in th e  am ount of inform ation 
th at is available . You h ave  no ide a w h at's 
out th e re  until you go and look .

W H AT, IN RELATION TO PODCASTING, 
GIVES YOU TH E MOST H OPE?

DANI: I w ant to bring th e  w orld to m y 
liste ne rs, and e ve ryth ing is a pote ntial 
story. As a liste ne r m yse lf, I ge t th at sam e  
fe e ling:  th e  fe e ling th at w e  are  not such  a 
big plane t. I lik e  th at fe e ling, be cause  w e  
re ally are  all in th is toge th e r, and our live s 
are  not all th at diffe re nt in th e  ge ne ral 
se nse . In re lation to m y podcast, I w ant 
th ose  w h o liste n, e spe cially th e  Am e rican 
one s, to k now  th at th e re  is a m uch  bigge r 
w orld out th e re  oth e r th an th e  one  th e y 
se e  on th e ir local ne w s or e ve n CNN or 
Fox. W h at give s m e  th e  m ost h ope  and 
te lls m e  I’m  still on th e  righ t path  is w h e n 
I h ave  liste ne rs w rite  or call m e  and say, 
"th ank  you for doing th is", or e ve n be tte r- 
“I didn’t k now  th at!”

W H AT DO YOU SEE IN TH E FUTURE 
FOR YOU, AND  YOUR PODCAST? 

DANI: It's re ally difficult to say. I'm  just 
doing w h at I love  to do, w h ich  is to bring 
diffe re nt ide as and discussion to th e  
surface . I also love  giving pe ople  a voice . I 
h ave  pe ople  contacting m e  and ask ing to 
be  on m y podcast be cause  th e y h e ar th at 
I am  w illing to give  anyone  a voice ,  and 
th e y didn't th ink  th e y h ad a place  to 
spe ak .  Now  th e y k now  th e y h ave  a 
platform . So th e  future  I am  h ope ful 
about for m y podcast is h aving m ore  and 
m ore  pe ople  spe ak  out, w h e th e r th rough  
m y podcast or by starting th e ir ow n!

D ani Cutle r - Truth  Se e k e rs
h ttp://w w w .truth s e e k e rs cas t.com

Judy and Paul H utch inson - Total PodCastroph e
h ttp://w w w .TotalPodCas troph e .com ph oto courte s y Dani Cutle r

www .podcastusermagazine.com

Page 16 - Issue 20 : S eptember 2007

http://www.truthseekerscast.com
http://www.totalpodcastrophe.com
http://www.podcastusermagazine.com


Viva Ontario
Text by Lance Anderson
W h e n I h e ard  th e  ne w s th at th e  Expo w as going to b e  m oving to Las 

Ve gas in 2008, it sud d e nly m ad e  m e  fe e l strange ly nostalgic for 
O ntario and  th e  "e arly d ays of pod casting." As a Los Ange le s native , 

I've  ne ve r h e ld  O ntario, California, as a d e stination spot. Eve n 
th ough  O ntario is only 30 m inute s to an h our from  L.A. (d e pe nd ing 

on traffic!) it h ad  alw ays 
b e e n just a place  I d rove  

th ough , to ge t som e w h e re  
e lse , until th e  first Expo in 

2005. So th is Se pte m b e r 
(28-30) w ill b e  th e  th ird  
and  final ye ar th e  Expo 

w ill h ave  th e  "sm all tow n 
fe e l" th at O ntario h e lps to 

foste r. It m ay also b e  
your last ch ance  to 

catch  a fle e ting 
glim pse  of th e  

"Gh ost of 
Pod casting 

Past."

ph oto courte s y Lance  Ande rs on
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BACK  IN TH E days be fore  iTune s and Podsh ow , podcasting w as a re lative ly sm all and 
supportive  com m unity. Pione e ring podcaste rs k ne w  th e y h ad stum ble d onto som e th ing 
cool, no m atte r w h at th e  O ld Me dia said about th is ne w  and de ve loping m e dium . Tim  
Bourq uin, along w ith  h is broth e r Em ile  (Th e  Podcast Broth e rs), w e re  around during th ose  
ve ry e arly days in th e  fall of 2004. Tim 's day job is putting on trade  sh ow s, so h e  is "alw ays 
look ing for som e th ing ne w , an industry th at is just starting." W h at h e  saw  in podcasting 
w as "a lot of pe ople  ve ry passionate  about it. A lot of pe ople  ask ing q ue stions about h ow  to 
do it." Also, th e re  w e re  com panie s th at w e re  starting to se ll e q uipm e nt and se rvice s to 
podcaste rs; "W h e n you se e  th at as a trade  sh ow  guy, you say th e re  is som e th ing h e re ."

Tim  and Em ile  
announce d th e  first 
Portab le  Me d ia Expo &  
Pod cast Confe re nce  in 
O ctobe r of 2004, a m onth  
afte r Tim  be gan h is first 
podcast (Endurance  
Radio). Th e  original plan 
w as to call th e  e ve nt th e  
"Podcast Expo", but 
e ve ryone  h e  calle d 
"th ough t th e y ne e de d an 
iPod." Th e y took  a le ap of 
faith  and inve ste d 
$300,000 w h ile  h aving "no 
ide a if anyone  w as going 
to sh ow -up, or if anyone  
w as going to pay to be  
sponsors." So Tim  w as 
"blow n aw ay" th at 2400 
pe ople  atte nde d th e  first e ve nt in

Nove m be r of 2005. "Th e  
first ye ar w as about 
inde pe nde nt, individual 
pe ople  w h o w e re  
liste ning to oth e r pe ople 's 
sh ow s." Ne arly e ve ryone  
w as doing audio and th e y 
se e m e d to k now  e ach  
oth e r in one  form  or 
anoth e r. O ne  of Tim 's 
fonde st m e m orie s w as 
w atch ing podcasting 
frie nds and pe e rs "m e e t 
e ach  oth e r for th e  first 
tim e  in th e  lobby of th e  
Marriott." Ye t th ings w e re  
not just w arm  and fuzzy 
by th at first Expo in th e  
fall of 2005. iTune s h ad 
alre ady e xpande d th e  

podcasting unive rse  and com pe tition,

ph oto courte s y Mark  H unte r

ph oto courte s y Mark  H unte r
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w h ile  th e  th e n, ne w ly form e d Podsh ow  
ch ose  to "re be l" against th e  Expo and h ost 
th e ir ow n unExpo at ne arby h ote l.

According to Tim , th e  se cond ye ar "fe lt 
m ore  m ainstre am , podcasting w as 
grow ing be yond th e  sm all group." Th e  
e ve nt w as k now n as th e  Pod cast &  
Portab le  Me d ia Expo, but th at nam e  w as 
inclusive  e nough  for som e . Tim  got 
fe e dback  from  produce rs saying th at "I 
don't cre ate  conte nt for portable  m e dia, I 
cre ate  for th e  inte rne t." So th is th ird Expo 
is k now n as th e  Pod cast &  Ne w  Me d ia 
Expo w ith  th e  e m ph asis on th e  m ore  
inclusive  te rm  of "Ne w  Me dia." W h e re  th e  
first Expo w as alm ost e xclusive ly audio, 
th e  2007 confe re nce  fe ature s vide o in 
e q ual m e asure . Tim  is ve ry ple ase d to 
h ave  Ale x Lindsay of Pixe l Corps involve d 
th is ye ar, "th e y produce  h igh -q uality stuff 
th at is as good as CSI." For podcaste rs 
w h o w ant to m ak e  m one y, th e re  is a track  
th at fe ature s succe ssful podcaste rs such  
as Mich ae l Ge ogh e gan and Paul Colligan.

And for th ose  not w orrie d about m ak ing 
m one y, but w h o w ould lik e  to cre ate  
be tte r q uality conte nt and build an 
audie nce , th e re  are  se m inars by pione e rs 
such  as D ave  Slush e r. Also th is ye ar th e  
w ill be  th e  Culture  Catch  Salon a 
m ultim e dia e ve nt on Friday nigh t be fore  
th e  annual D r. Floyd  live  sh ow . Th e n 
th e re  is th e  1st Annual Ne w  Me d ia Expo 
Conce rt on Saturday fe aturing m usicians 
w h o h ave  e m brace d podcasting. Plus, for 
th ose  w h o arrive  into O ntario e arly, th e re  
w ill be  a Pod Cam p SoCal on Th ursday, 
along w ith  th e  annual Pod cast Acad e m y.

Th e n, in August of 2008, w e 'll all tak e  th e  
prove rbial road trip to Ve gas. It w as a 
tough  de cision to m ak e , be cause  Tim  
k ne w  th at som e  of th e  "sm all tow n fe e l" 
w ould be  lost in a big trade  sh ow  city. 
"Running into e ach  oth e r in th e  lobby of 
th e  Marriott w ould e nd," Tim  lam e nts. 
But h e  th ink s it w ill h e lp bring podcasting 
and ne w  m e dia to anoth e r le ve l, to "give  
th e  industry m ore  of a fe e l of le gitim acy." 
Tim  w ants "Big Me dia" to k now  th at "w e

ph oto courte s y Mark  H unte r
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can m ak e  stuff th at is just as good as w h at 
you find on TV and radio today." Tim  also 
k now s th at som e  pe ople  w ill not be  h appy 
w ith  th e  m ove : "w h e n you ge t 3000 pe ople  
to and e ve nt, you can't ple ase  e ve ryone . 
You just try to ple ase  
as m any as you can." 
At th e  e nd of th e  day, 
Tim  is running a sm all 
fam ily busine ss th at h e  
h ope s to "pass dow n to 
m y daugh te r if sh e  is 
inte re ste d," so Tim  h as 
to do w h at h e  th ink s is 
be st for busine ss and 
th e  com m unity as a 
w h ole .

D uring our inte rvie w , 
Tim  e m ph asise d th at "th is is th e  
conve ntion for inde pe nde nt conte nt 
cre ators." Th e  w ord "inde pe nde nt" h as 
alw ays be e n a conce pt close  to m y h e art. I 
k now  th is ye ar in O ntario w ill m ark  th e  e nd 
of an "e ra" for inde pe nde nt podcasting and

ne w  m e dia. I w ill re lish  th e  fact th at for 
one  last tim e , w e  w ill all be  stuck  
toge th e r in O ntario. Th is ye ar, e ve n th e  
absurd notion of a com pany w ith  m illions 
of dollars in ve nture  capital, posing as 

re be ls, brings a 
bitte rsw e e t sm ile  to 
m y face . W h e n I 
drive  past O ntario in 
th e  future , on m y 
w ay to som e w h e re  
e lse , I w ill alw ays 
re call th e  fond 
m e m orie s of anoth e r 
tim e  and space . For 
now , I raise  m y glass 
one  last tim e ... Viva 
O ntario!

ph oto courte s y Mark  H unte r

ph oto courte s y Mark  H unte r

Lance  Ande rson
h ttp://ve rge ofth e fringe .com

Ne w  Me dia Expo
h ttp://w w w .ne w m e diae xpo.com
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W ill th e  pione e ring spirit of th e  PME be  lost? W e ll, to 
be  h one st, podcasting is a big, big w orld, and e ve n in 
Nov 2005 I w ouldn't h ave  said th at PME w as th e  
pione e ring pe ople . It w as h e avily atte nde d by afflue nt 
W e st Coast Am e ricans, w ith  som e  from  th e  m iddle  
and East, and a h andful of pe ople  from  'Th e  Re st O f 
Th e  W orld (TM)'. It w as (and is) a num be r of tigh t 
social cliq ue s, all of w h ich  are  rath e r daunting to th e  
outside r - of course , w e 're  rath e r sq uish y inside , but if 
you put pe ople  w h o are  naturally e xtrove rt in a room , th e y're  all going to proclaim  it 
"th e  be st th ing... EV-AH !" and th at's going to pollute  th e  vie w . Ge tting any 
confe re nce  to be  re fle ctive  of a w orldw ide  culture  is tough . It's fair to say th at th e  
h igh -e nd US podcaste rs are  re pre se nte d as w e ll, but th at's about it. 

Ew an Spe nce

As a h uge  fan of th e  city of Las Ve gas, I'm  ce rtainly 
torn by th e  ne w s th at th e  Expo w ill be  m oving 
th e re  ne xt ye ar. I've  be e n to confe re nce s in Ve gas 
be fore , and th e  fact th at th e re 's ple nty to do th e re  
outside  of th e  confe re nce  is both  a be ne fit and a 
curse . Th e  e ve nings at th e  Marriott lounge  are  
unbe atable  as far as a location to m e e t and gre e t 
oth e r podcaste rs. Th e  fact th at th e re 's noth ing e lse  
to do in a 10-m ile  radius m ak e s it k ind of an oasis 
in th e  de se rt, or be tte r ye t, th e  only ligh t in a 

room  full of m oth s. I can't im agine  th at it w ill be  as e asy to ge t e ve ryone  toge th e r in 
Las Ve gas, alth ough  pe rh aps it w ill put th e  pre ssure  on us to m ak e  m ore  form al 
arrange m e nts for ge t-toge th e rs and m e e tups.

Brian Ibbot

Expo Quotes
Text by Lance Anderson

CONTINUING FROM MY article  about th e  Expo, I ask e d past atte nde e s for th e ir th ough ts 
about th e  Expo's past, pre se nt, and future . And h e re  are  som e  of th e  re sponse s I got...

I'm  going to m iss th e  optim ism  of th e  'be ginning'.  I 
re m e m be r sh ow ing up at th e  first Expo in O ntario w ith  a 
h undre d t-sh irts th at I w as totally convince d I w ould se ll. 
 I didn't se ll one  t-sh irt, but I love  th e  part of m e  th at I 
th ough t I w ould.  And I love  th e  part of m e  th at th ough t 
m y sh ow  w ould be  th e  bigge st th ing on th e  plane t.  I 
th ink  a lot of pe ople  fe lt th is w ay in th at first ye ar in 
O ntario.  I don't h ave  q uite  as m uch  optim ism  anym ore , 
but I h ave  9 3 t-sh irts le ft if you w ant to buy one .

Tim  Coyne

ph oto courte s y Paul H utch ins on

ph oto courte s y Paul H utch ins on

ph oto courte s y Tim  Coyne
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Th e  addition of m ore  th e n just podcasting to th e  m ix is a h uge  
im prove m e nt. Th e  space  h as grow n e xpone ntially and it's about 
tim e  th e  confe re nce  grow  as w e ll. W ith  track s on vide o, virtual 
w orlds and oth e r form s of ne w  m e dia it's ve ry e xciting. 

C. C. Ch apm an

I'm  look ing forw ard to se e ing a lot of th e  face s I usually only se e  on m y 
com pute r scre e n.  W h e n th e  Expo m ove s to Ve gas I ce rtainly w on't be  
m issing O ntario and its blink -and-you-m iss-it nigh tlife .  I th ink  Ve gas is a 
pe rfe ct ne xt stop as th e  industry e volve s, plus it's a pe rfe ct place  to h ide  
bodie s....

H ayde n Black

No, I don't th ink  so.  I th ink  th e  'e arly days' are  gone  
and h ave  be e n for a w h ile .  Now  th at e ve ryone  and 
th e ir broth e r h as a podcast, it's not lik e  it w as.  W h at 
m atte rs now  is to consiste ntly put out good conte nt 
and you'll be  fine .

Grant Baciocco

I  th ink  th e  sh ift from  O ntario to Ve gas could bring som e  
disjointing of th e  sh ow . Not th at O ntario is th e  be -all, e nd-all for 
close  contact. H ow e ve r, th e  distractions th at com e  w ith  a 'Ve gas' 
conve ntion w ill lik e ly m e an le ss casual inte raction and com m unity 
during th e  sh ow . Too bad th at th is sh ow  could just be com e  
anoth e r sh ow  I don't atte nd be cause  of lack  of focus on w h at I'm  
inte re ste d in.  I pre fe r th e  PodCam p or BarCam p attitude , I gue ss. 

Victor Cajiao

Th e  th ing w e 're  m ost e xcite d about is putting face s to th e  
voice s w e  re gularly h e ar. W e 've  be com e  a part of a 
w onde rful com m unity of podcaste rs, and it w ill be  gre at 
to gath e r in one  place  and ge t to k now  th e m  on a m ore  
pe rsonal le ve l.

Jason and Je n Tuck e r
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Th e  Podcast and Ne w  Me dia Expo is th e  one  confe re nce  th at is 
spe cifically built for online  conte nt cre ators. Th e  PNME is TH E 
place  to m e e t up and conne ct w ith  viral vide o produce rs and 
vide o and audio podcate rs w h o are  building audie nce s and 
m ak ing m one y online . Th e  PNME also h as a th e  be st 
com m unity fe e l of any e ve nt I've  e ve r atte nde d. I can't w ait to go.

Tim  Stre e t

H aving th e  Expo in O ntario h as prove n to be  a gre at launch ing 
pad for podcasting’s first re al trade  sh ow . H ow e ve r, as th e  
opportunitie s and busine sse s involve d in podcasting and ne w  
m e dia continue  to e xpand, it only m ak e s se nse  th at th e  Expo 
m ove  to a m ore  pre stigious location such  as Las Ve gas.

Mich ae l Ge ogh e gan

O bviously I'll m iss th e  se nse  of com m unity w e  got at 
O ntario, but th is k ind of stuff com e s w ith  m aturity. 
 Ne w  Me dia is big busine ss, and w e  ne e d an e ve nt 
th at re fle cts such .  My h igh -sch ool graduation class 
h ad 33 pe ople  in it, and I love d th at sm all fe e l, but I 
w e nt to U.C. Santa Barbara for colle ge  and m y 
w h ole  w orld ch ange d.  I pre dict th e  sam e  for PME.

Paul Colligan

I th ink  it's still ve ry m uch  th e  e arly days. It fe e ls lik e  
th e  ground is still m oving be ne ath  our fe e t w h e n it 
com e s to podcasting, so de spite  all th e  ch ange s, I 
th ink  w e 're  still close r to th e  starting line  th an th e  
finish . W h e n e ve ryth ing about podcasting starts to 
be com e  pre dictable , th at's w h e n w e  k now  w e 've  
re ach e d th e  e nd of th e  be ginning.

Bill Palm e r

Podcasting is a global ph e nom e non, and th e  Expo brings pe ople  of 
lik e  m inds toge th e r – w h e re ve r th e  ve nue .

D ave  Ne lse n

ph oto coure s t Scott Be ale
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I h ave  to adm it, I'll m iss th e  Expo be ing in 
O ntario.  It's be e n pre tty e xciting to tak e  ove r th at 
w h ole  Conve ntion Ce nte r are a and k now  th at 
m ost of th e  pe ople  h anging around are  into 
podcasting as m uch  as you are .  Ne xt ye ar you 
w on't k now  if th e y're  a podcaste r, a gam ble r or a 
fan of Sigfrie d and Roy.  Also, frank ly, I th ink  th e re  
is le ss lik e lih ood of m y ge tting m yse lf arre ste d in 
O ntario.  W h e re  e xactly is th e  Bunny Ranch ?

D an Klass

W h at are  you re ally
look ing forw ard to

at th is  ye ar's  Expo?

W ill you m is s  th e  
s e ns e  of 

com m unity th at 
Ontario fos te rs ?

 No. Eve ryone  h ate s  
e ve ryone  e ls e  and h ope s  

th e y fail. I w on't m is s  
th e s e  fak e  s cum bags  in 

th e  le as t.

Do you th ink  th e  
m ove  to Ve gas  in 
2008 w ill be  good 

for Podcas ting 
and Ne w  Me dia?

It'll be  good if th e re 's  
drink s  on th e  floor in 

2008 s o pe ople  can ge t 
num b and trudge  

th rough  th e  s tupidity one  
m ore  ye ar.

W ill th is  ye ar in 
Ontario be  th e  las t 
opportunity to ge t a 

fe e l for w h at 
Podcas ting w as  lik e  
in th e  "e arly days "? W h ate vs . 

W h at are  your 
fonde s t Expo 

m e m orie s  s o far?

Be ing on a pane l 
w ith  Lance  

Ande rs on. Oth e r 
th an th at w h o give s  

a s h it? 

I'm  look ing forw ard to a fe w  
e xciting bus ine s s e s  talk ing 

big plans  w ith  nobody 
follow ing th rough . I'm  als o 

look ing forw ard to th e  
m ajority not e ve n k now ing 
w h at th e y're  trying to s e ll.

ph oto courte s y Dan Klas s
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REVIEW  ROULETTE BRINGS you re vie w s of podcasts ch ose n totally at random , in th e  
h ope  th at you'll discove r som e  podcasts you've  ne ve r h e ard of, rath e r th an th e  usual 
pre dictable  fodde r th at tops m ost podcast ch arts. W e  force  our roule tte  re vie w e rs to liste n 
to th e se  random  podcasts, w h e th e r it m ak e s th e ir h e arts sing or th e ir e ars ble e d, and th e n 
te ll us w h at th e y th ink . W e  usually uncove r an undiscove re d ge m  or tw o, but th is m onth  
could be  th e  e xce ption...

Th e S ink – A S h ow  About 
Everyth ing But…
h ttp://w w w .butte rje s us .com /th e s ink /

Reviewed  by Marilyn Madsen

Th e  Sink  is h oste d by tw o 
tw e nty-som e th ing frie nds, 
Z ack  McGh e e  and Carrie  
Lande rs from  O h io, USA. 
O fte n joining th e m  are  
se m i-re gular gue st h osts 
Jare d, Ne al, Cindy and 
Caitlin.  Th is podcast is of 
th e  'stre am  of 
consciousne ss' ge nre  
w h e re  th e  group sits dow n 
and e xpounds on 
w h ate ve r topic h as be e n 
ch ose n for th at sh ow .  Th e  
discussions run across th e  board from  
popular culture , m ovie s and book s, to se x 
and politics. Th e  bante r is som e tim e s 
q uite  graph ic, so th is sh ow  is m ost 
de finite ly not office - or ch ild-safe .

Posting at a m inim um  of once  a w e e k , 
som e tim e s m ore , Th e  Sink  ge ts good 
m ark s for longe vity, h aving be e n in 
production since  2005.  Th e  production 
q uality is straigh tforw ard 'plug in and 
talk ', w ith  only an occasional frill adde d. 
It se e m s th at th e re  is ve ry little  if any post-
production done .  Sound le ve ls vary 
gre atly am ongst th e  participants. W ith  
e ach  sh ow  ave raging an h our in le ngth , it 
w as som e tim e s a h ard liste n. Th e  w e bsite  
for  Th e  Sink  is basic in style , w ith  all th e  
appropriate  link s in place  but ve ry little  
e lse  to e xplore  or to find out m ore  about 
th e  sh ow . Th is re vie w e r’s m ain com plaint 
is th e  h osts h ardly e ve r addre ss th e  
liste ne r nor do anyth ing to e ngage  one  in

th e  podcast. It fe lt as if one  
w e re  e ave sdropping on a 
discussion am ongst a group 
of frie nds th at one  did not 
k now .

So if one  h as an h our to 
spare , ch e ck  out th is 
podcast for an inside  vie w  of 
th e  youth  culture  in th e  
USA.  It m ay strik e  your 
fancy, but th is re vie w e r 
found Th e  Sink  to be  a bit 
e m pty…

Long m ovie  re vie w s, m e ande ring ch atte r 
and annoyingly unfath om able  ve rbal 
de scriptions of se xual positions from  a 
bunch  of strange rs. Too m any 
unide ntifie d voice s for m e . Also, for a 
sh ow  th at's done  m ore  th an 70 e pisode s, 
I'd e xpe ct be tte r use  of pop filte rs and 
oth e r production basics. O ne  of th e  m ale  
h osts cough e d dire ctly into h is 
m icroph one  all th e  w ay th rough  e pisode s 
70 and 70A, and it ph ysically h urt m y 
e ars e ve ry tim e  h e  did it.

- Bernadette

Review  Roulette

Conte nt 1.5 out of 5
Production 2.0 out of 5

Edited by S imon Toon
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Th e Mayan Calendar 
Code
h ttp://fe e ds .fe e dburne r.com /m ayancale ndar

Reviewed by Bernadette

In th e  ope ning tw o m inute s of 
th e  first e pisode  of th is podcast 
th at I h e ard, a Sw e dish  blok e  
w h o ne ve r re ve ale d h is nam e  
inform e d m e  of th e  follow ing 
points:

- Today (9 th  of August ’07 for 
th ose  playing at h om e ) is th e  
flow  of love  to e ne m ie s and 
h ard le ssons
- W e  are  259  days into th e  9 th  
unde rh e ave n
- Th e re  are  101 days le ft until th e  5th  
nigh t (w h ich  is, appare ntly, th e  e nd of th is 
h e ll, but be fore  you ge t your h ope s up, 
th e re  is a ne w  h e ll com ing) (as is th e  w ay 
of th e se  th ings, th e  ne w  h e ll is going to be  
w orse  th an th is one )

I h ave  to adm it th at th e  te m ptation to 
pre ss pause , pour a large  glass of w ine  
and h ave  a nice  lie  dow n w as ve ry strong 
at th is point. But a re vie w e r’s lot is not 
alw ays an e asy one , so I pe rse ve re d. Th e  
nam e le ss h ost of th e  se ve ral daily 
e pisode s I liste ne d to w e nt on to re ve al a 
sw ag of se e m ingly random  and 
unconne cte d th ough ts. State m e nts such  
as “th e  UN sym bol is Masonic”, “th e re  is 
a ne w  w orld orde r”, “in th e  5th  day of th e  
pow e r cycle  w e  h ad Einste in and in th e  
5th  nigh t w e  h ad H itle r…  or w h ate ve r” 
and “e vil is survival” litte re d th e  podcast. 
Suffice  to say, th ings did not be com e  
cle are r for m e  re gardle ss of h ow  m uch  I 
liste ne d.

As a podcast, th is one  re ally doe sn’t w ork : 
it’s ne ith e r inform ative  nor e nte rtaining. 
To inform , it w ould ne e d to introduce

ide as in a logical fash ion 
inste ad of m utte ring about ne w  
w orld orde rs and 5th  nigh ts 
w ith out any e xplanation. To be  
e nte rtaining, it w ould h ave  to 
stop m ak ing assum ptions 
about liste ne rs’ prior 
k now le dge .

W h ile  I’m  not an avow e d 
conspiracy th e orist by any 

stre tch  of th e  im agination, I am  curious 
by nature  and an e x-de bate r, so I lik e  
liste ning to ne w  ide as and argum e nts just 
for th e  h e ck  of it. I’ve  liste ne d to podcasts 
about Buddh ism  and be ing a ve gan for 
e nvironm e ntal re asons and doing aw ay 
w ith  all gove rnm e nt, and e ve n w h e n I’ve  
not be e n pe rsuade d by th e  argum e nts, 
I’ve  e njoye d th e  pre se ntation of ne w  
ide as. In th is particular ram ble , th ough , 
th e re ’s noth ing concre te  pre se nte d and, 
for m e  anyw ay, noth ing w h atsoe ve r to be  
gaine d by liste ning.

In podcast fanatic te rm s th is one  score s 
'I’d rath e r h ave  supe rglue  poure d in m y 
e ars th an liste n again'.

Poste d as using th e  Mayan Cale ndar as a 
tool for a journe y of discove ry into th e  
ancie nt m yste rie s of life , th is podcast w as 
found to be  one  m an’s daily m usings and 
ram blings th at m ade  no se nse  to m e  at 
all. I’ll tak e  a pass on th is one .

-Marilyn Madsen

Conte nt 0.833 out of 5
Production 2.333 out of 5

Th is m onth 's podcasts w e re
random ly ch ose n from :

PodcastAlle y.com
(h ttp://podcas talle y.com /)
PodcastPick le .com
(h ttp://podcas tpick le .com /)

Th e  ratings give n are  th e  ave rage  of th e  
score s give n by our te am  of re vie w e rs.
Th e y w e re  re vie w e d by:

Be rnade tte  - h ttp://podcas tfanatic.com
Marilyn Madse n - m ads e nm @ e arth link .ne t
Sim on Toon - h ttp://s lam idolpodcas t.com
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MY MIND  LEAPS about from  place  to place ; living in m y h e ad can be  a pre tty e cle ctic 
e xpe rie nce  at tim e s. I th ink  th e  te rm  is 'scatte rbraine d', and it's a condition for w h ich  I lay 
th e  blam e  sq uare ly at th e  fe e t of m y m oth e r's ge ne s - or I w ould, if ge ne s h ad fe e t and w ore  
uncom fortable  sh oe s. But I digre ss - w h ich  is h ardly surprising give n th e  pre vious tw o 
se nte nce s - from  th is tripartite  re vie w , so le t m e  le ap straigh t in.

AMESTORY - an EP 
title  w ith  a stutte r, 
w h ose  conte nts are  
h inte d at by th e  arty, 
black  gate fold sle e ve  it 
ne stle s w ith in. For 
e ach  track , th e re 's an 
individually-illustrate d 

card h e ld in th e  sle e ve 's pock e t. You can 
te ll straigh t aw ay th at a lot of care  and 
atte ntion h as gone  into th is, and firing up 
th e  CD  itse lf re inforce s th is notion. From  
th e  ope ning piano arpe ggios w ith  
pe rcussive  punctuation, it's cle ar th at th is 
is indie -art-rock  of th e  be st k ind. Four 
track s w ith  a conne cte dne ss, base d 
around

Mini reviews of th ree excellent 
podsafe albums

Reviews by Grant Mason

"a w ide  array of conve rsations h ad and 
attitude s e xpre sse d in th e  past ye ar, as 
w e ll as [guitarist/vocalist Mik e  Russe ll's] 
e xpe rie nce s on a m onth  long road trip 
sle e ping on buse s and floors w h ich  
brough t h im  dire ctly in touch  w ith  
Am e ricana". Im agine  Arcade  Fire  lock e d 
in a storm -tosse d cabin w atch ing D isne y's 
'Som e th ing W ick e d Th is W ay Com e s' w ith  
Pink  Floyd's 'Th e  W all' use d as a 
soundtrack , and you ge t th e  ide a of h ow  
th is sounds.  Ee rie , bom bastic and 
brilliant.

Th ree
From

Leith
ph oto: Grant Mas on

Don Lennon - Routine

Amestory - Th ey Can S ing, Th ey Can S ing,
                Th ey Can S ing Underwater (EP)

Robin Tymm - W h ole Lies and H alf Truth s
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Am e story  - h ttp://w w w .m ys pace .com /am e s tory
Labe l - Portia Re cords (h ttp://w w w .portiare cords .com )

D on Le nnon - h ttp://w w w .donle nnon.com
MySpace  - h ttp://w w w .m ys pace .com /donle nnon
Labe l - Martin Ph ilip

Robin Tym m  - h ttp://w w w .garage band.com /artis t/robintym m
MySpace  - h ttp://w w w .m ys pace .com /robintym m
Labe l - m oobutsongs

Grant Mason - Th re e  From  Le ith  podcast
h ttp://w w w .th re e from le ith .com

From  our Am e rican 
cousins to our h om e -
grow n tale nt, th e  
prolific and e ndle ssly 
tale nte d ROBIN 
TYMM; a m an w h o 
illustrate s pe rfe ctly th e  
attitude  and 

de te rm ination of th e  truly inde pe nde nt 
artist. Each  of h is four CD s h as be e n 
e ntire ly se lf-funde d and pre sse d at h is 
ow n e xpe nse  at a m ajor re cord plant in 
Europe , w ith  noth ing oth e r th an h is be lie f 
th at h e 'll h ope fully se ll e nough  to bre ak  
e ve n. H e re  is a m an w h o se ts h im se lf 
goals about th e  num be r of songs h e  h as to 
w rite  by a ce rtain date , and consiste ntly 
pe ns far m ore . Ye t th is one -m an song 
factory doe sn't sk im p on th e  q uality of h is

DON LENNON, on th e  
oth e r h and, is a lyrical 
ge nius from  th e  sch ool 
of th e  q uirk y and th e  
m undane . 'Routine ' 
isn't h is late st album  
(th at w ould be  th e  
e q ually brilliant 

'Radical'), be ing from  th e  distant days of 
2005. An album  w h e re  th e re  are  a 
num be r of track s w ith  com e dians as 
subje ct m atte r, including a pae an to th e  
tre atm e nt of th e  de ath  of Joh n R itte r, all 
accom panie d by som e  of th e  sw e e te st 
indie -pop e ve r to h ave  crosse d th e  
Atlantic. My ow n pe rsonal favourite  is 'My 
Re sum e ', a salutary le sson in cre ating th e

pe rfe ct CV using th e  le ssons le arne d by 
D on on h is w ay up th e  care e r ladde r, 
including th is e pisode  from  h is 
W ate rstone s care e r - "O h , I love d th at job; 
I ne e de d it. It taugh t m e  w h at w ork 's all 
about, and I fe lt gre at as I fille d out e ach  
gift ce rtificate . But one  day w h ilst 
sh e lving, I got dizzy. I fainte d in 
ph ilosoph y; m y m anage r rush e d out to 
m e  and ask e d m e  to look  busy. O h  and I 
fe lt gre at as I se t up a book s-on-tape  
display... I'm  putting th at on m y re sum e ." 
D on for poe t laure ate  !  If you lik e  som e  
fun and som e  th ough t w ith  your pop, th is 
is your baby. Afte rw ards, you'll h ardly se e  
your cre dit-card for dust as you sh oot off 
to orde r th e  re st of D on's catalogue .

output; e ach  track  is a w e ll-polish e d ge m  
of "m e lanch olic, m ildly-de pre sse d, nave l-
gazing" from  a "be droom  troubadour". 
'W h ole  Lie s &  H alf Truth s' is a case  in 
point, containing diam onds lik e  th e  
ope ne r, 'Bre ath e ' and th e  de e ply nostalgic 
'Te aring Th e  Ne igh bourh ood D ow n'. If 
Jam e s Blunt w as w e ll-love d and didn't 
h ave  a nam e  th at rh ym e d w ith  th e  
public's opinion of h im , h e  could clim b a 
W h ite  Ladde r w ith  D avid Gray and com e  
back  dow n afte r cre ating th e ir love ch ild, 
Robin Tym m . Th e  pare nts could th e n 
re tire  and le ave  th e  w ay cle ar for one  of 
th e  m ost unde rrate d singe r-songw rite rs of 
re ce nt tim e s to tak e  h is righ tful place  as 
th e  UK's top tale nt.
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Cure For
Th e Common
Crush

Id Guinness –

Album Preview

Review  by Gabor Kovacs im age : Id Guine s s

ALL BEING W ELL, Se pte m be r sh ould se e  th e  re le ase  of w h at h as to be  one  of th e  m ost 
e age rly aw aite d album s in th e  w orld of podsafe  m usic. For about 15 m onth s, various track s 
from  it h ave  be e n dropping into m y inbox. Th e se  h ave  varie d from  instrum e ntal track s 
w ith out vocals to e arly m ixe s to re m ixe s and th e  finish e d ite m s. I th ink  I now  h ave  th e  
com ple te  album , alth ough  I w ouldn’t rule  out any last-m inute  re m ixe s.

At th e  tim e  of w riting, th e  late st ne w s 
from  Id Guinne ss is th at th e  album , 'Cure  
For Th e  Com m on Crush ', is to be  
launch e d on 4 Se pte m be r. It h as be e n 
re pe ate dly de laye d. Afte r all, lik e  so m any 
oth e r m usicians, Id h as to e arn a living, 
w h ich  h e  doe s in part by touring w ith  
oth e r bands and doing production w ork . 
H e  also h ad to cope  w ith  a nasty bout of 
illne ss w h ich  affe cte d h is ability to sing: 
not good w h e n you’re  trying to lay dow n 
vocals.

So w h o is Id Guinne ss? W e ll, h e ’s from  
Vancouve r, Canada. H e  h as pe rform e d 
and re corde d w ith  a num be r of 
Vancouve r-are a bands and artists, and h e  
h as be e n re sponsible  as w rite r and artist 
(or both ) for a string of m inor h its in 
Canada, going back  to h is 19 80’s 
pow e rpop band Th e  W e t!  H e  is also in 
de m and for TV soundtrack  w ork .

In th is album , Id Guinne ss sh ow s w h y h is 
influe nce s include  Roxy Music, D avid 
Bow ie  and Pe te r Gabrie l. (I first m ade  
contact w ith  Id th rough  a Myspace  se arch  
for “Roxy Music” influe nce s.) Th e re  are  
songs th at I could e asily h e ar be ing sung 
by Me ssrs. Fe rry, Bow ie  or Gabrie l. 
H ow e ve r, Id Guinne ss and h is fe llow

pe rform e rs put th e ir ow n uniq ue  m ark  on 
th e  sound.

I suppose  th at th e  album  is classifie d as 
m ainstre am  indie  rock  - noth ing 
ch alle nging in te rm s of style  or ge nre . But 
th at is not to be little  it. Id Guinne ss h as 
surrounde d h im se lf w ith  e xce lle nt 
m usicians. From  th e  ve ry first note s of th e  
ope ning track  'R ising R ive r' – sure ly a 
strong candidate  for re le ase  as a single  – 
th e  e xce lle nt guitar w ork  of Curtis D e Bray 
runs th rough  th is album . Th e n th e re  are  
e xce lle nt k e yboards, m ainly by Id h im se lf, 
and drum s by Pat Ste w ard w h o use d to 
be  in Bryan Adam s' band, in track s w h ich  
are  tigh tly produce d and w h e re  th e  
instrum e nts and vocals are  w e ll balance d.

Most of th e  track s are  original Id 
Guinne ss com positions, but th e re  are  a 
fe w  cove rs. 'Ne gative ', w ritte n by 
collaborator and guitar playe r Le de nh e d, 
could h ave  be e n a Roxy Music song, on - 
say - 'Country Life ' or 'Sire n'. And th e re  is 
an e xce lle nt ve rsion of D avid Bow ie ’s 
'Alw ays Crash ing In Th e  Sam e  Car' (one  
of th e  stand-out track s on Bow ie ’s 'Low ' 
album ), in w h ich  - to m y e ar -  Id and h is 
fe llow  m usicians are  both  re spe ctful of 
th e  song’s origins and ye t put th e ir ow n
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m ark  on it, im proving and updating th e  
original.

Th is album  h as a m ainstre am  rock  sound 
draw n from  th e  70s and 80s, and som e  of 
th e  songs w ould now  be  re garde d as 
classics h ad th e y be e n re le ase d th e n. 
Maybe  som e  of th e m  w ill be com e  
classics. I’ve  alre ady m e ntione d a fe w  of 
th e  obvious influe nce s. W e  can add Pink  
Floyd, both  in som e  of th e  Gilm our-e sq ue  
guitar playing and in th e  closing track , 
'W ailing W all'. Th is song could h ave  be e n 
on 'D ark  Side  O f Th e  Moon', and fe ature s 
vocals by Le slie  H arris w h ich  close ly e ch o 
Clare  Torre y's on 'Gre at Gig In Th e  Sk y'. Id 
says “h e r vocal at th e  e nd of 'Cure  for Th e  
Com m on Crush ’ (th e  title  track ) w as so 
gre at I w ante d to find a w ay to sh ow case  
h e r m ore , so 'W ailing W all' w as born.

” 'W ailing W all' also fe ature s an 
instrum e nt th at I m ust confe ss I’d not 
h e ard of be fore , calle d th e  e rh u, playe d by 
Lan Tung.

Id Guinne ss h as be e n a gre at supporte r of 
podcasting as a m e ans of ge tting h is 
m usic playe d, and so far h e  h as avoide d 
involve m e nt w ith  th e  big labe ls, saying “I 
am  not particularly inte re ste d in be ing 
signe d by a m ajor labe l, but w ill be  
look ing for distribution once  I start 
ge tting out and playing.” Th is e xce lle nt 
album  can be  purch ase d via 
w w w .idguinne ss.com . Eve n if a CD  is not 
ye t available , you can pre -orde r th e  
album , and w h ile  you w ait for th e  
ph ysical album , you can e njoy th e  MP3 
file s th at w ill be  se nt to you. 

Gabor Kovacs -  h ttp://w w w .e le ctricallanguage .co.uk /podcas t.h tm l
Id Guine ss - h ttp://w w w .idguine s s .com

Gompa - Gompa
Album Review

Review  by Colin Gazeley
GOMPA ARE AN unsigne d band base d in Sw e de n w h o w e re  founde d w h e n English m an 
Jak e  D anie l and Sw iss Maik  Pe h rsson m e t and re alise d th e y h ad th re e  th ings in com m on: 
m usic, inte re st in e sote ric ph ilosoph y (a gom pa is a Tibe tan m e ditation h ut) and life  as 
alie n abducte e s.

Th e se  are  pre tty m ixe d-up 
pe ople  and th e y cre ate  som e  
pre tty m ixe d-up m usic. Th e y 
de scribe  th e ir sound as 'Th e  
Be atle s w ith  five  e xtra 
m e m be rs from  Slipk not' and 
'Soundgarde n clone d w ith  
W e e ze r, tw iste d w ith  Muse  
and drow ne d in absinth e '. 
Th is is a strange  album . It is 
also a re ally good one .

If th e re  is a dom inant style  it is th rash ing 
guitar-base d rock , but e ve n th at is dilute d 
by tw o track s, 'Plane t Blue ' and 'Ne ph i 
Crucifie d', th at are  pure  jangly pop-rock . 
Typically for th is album  th e  subje ct 
m atte r of th e se  track s bring th e m  into th e

strange  cate gory. 'Plane t Blue ' 
talk s about h ow  scre w e d-up 
h um ans h ave  m ade  th e  Earth  
and is a de spairing invite  for 
alie n invasion, 'Ne ph i Crucifie d' 
talk s about th e  futility of any 
structure d be lie f and h as 
re fe re nce s to Morm onism  and 
Buddh ism . Th e  pop th e m e  is 
continue d on th e  track  'Crush ', 
w h ich  in lyrical conte nt and 

e ve n de live ry w ould not se e m  out of 
place  if re le ase d by a boy band. 
Th ank fully th e  actual track  h as th e  
th robbing riffage  of th e  re st of th e  album  
and e nds up be ing a gre at rock  song.

O n an album  lik e  th is th e re  are  no typical
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track s, but th e  tw o 
track s th at sum  up th e  
ove rall fe e l of th e  album  
are  'Jack  Knife ' and 
'Tranq uil Mind'. Th e y 
both  sound lik e  th e  
ve rse s w e re  re corde d by 
Korn and th e  ch oruse s 
w e re  re corde d by Th e  
Be ach  Boys. As bizarre  
as th is sounds th e  
track s are  a consiste nt 
w h ole  and are  e njoyable  h ard-rock  track s. 
Th e  constant sw itch ing of style s 
som e tim e s h as a dow nside . Th e  one  true  
ballad on th e  album  'Friday H it A Low ' is 
not re ally succe ssful, but th is is a m inor 
com plaint on an album  th at is oth e rw ise  
e xce lle nt.

Th e  stand-out track  is 'Popsong'. It is a 
se aring indictm e nt of th e  curre nt state  of 
th e  m usic industry, w h ich  prom ote s 
m anufacture d pop ove r re al m usic. Th e  
lyrics are  pe rfe ct and th e  structure  of th e  
song is ge nius, too. It starts out as an 
ironic h om age  to th e  ve ry m usic it is

re be lling against. Th e  
ope ning th re e  q uarte rs 
of th e  song is a pe rfe ct 
slice  of punk -pop, 
w h ich  could e asily 
h ave  be e n produce d 
by Good Ch arlotte  and 
h as th e  fantastically 
biting ch orus "'Cos th is 
sh it se lls / It's such  a 
h ook y tune  / It rings 
your be lls / It's noth ing 

ne w  / It's noth ing true ". Th e  final q uarte r 
consists of th e  re pe ate d, de spairing 
re frain "Ne xt... Can you play m e  anoth e r?" 
be fore  a final cath artic "Moth e rf*ing ne xt!" 
th at se ts off a Slipk not-style  th rash  dow n. 
Th is song is at once  m e lodious, h um orous 
and de e ply angry, a trium ph ant anth e m  
th at e ve ry Girls Aloud and Link in Park  fan 
sh ould h e ar.

If you lik e  putting labe ls on m usic, th e n 
th is is not th e  album  for you. It's too pop 
for th e  th rash  fans and too th rash  for th e  
pop fans. If, h ow e ve r, you just lik e  good 
m usic, th e n th is is w e ll w orth  th e  e ffort.

Th e  album  is available  from  h ttp://w w w .cdbaby.com /cd/gom pa
LABEL: Unsigne d
W EBSITE: h ttp://w w w .m ys pace .com /gom pah om e

Album Review

Bound Stems -
Appreciation Nigh t
Review  by Colin Gazeley

BOUND  STEMS ARE a group of passionate  pe ople  from  Ch icago 
w h o h ave  provide d us w ith  a dizzying, disturbing trip into th e  
unde rbe lly of Am e rican life . Th e ir sound is sim ilar to e xpe rim e ntal 
rock  outfits such  as Pave m e nt or th e  e arlie r output of Th e  Flam ing 
Lips. 'Appre ciation Nigh t', th e ir first full le ngth  album , is not so 
m uch  a colle ction of songs as an audio journe y. It use s 
syncopate d, distorte d m e lodie s and spok e n-w ord re cordings to 
drag us th rough  a vision of life  th at is grim y and dispiriting.

im age : w w w .m ys pace .com /gom pah om e
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Usually th is k ind of re cord h as one  or tw o 
up-be at songs to sugar-coat th e  pill, but 
th is album  is re le ntle ss. Th at's not to say 
th at all th e  track s are  going to m ak e  you 
w ant to k ill yourse lf. Th e  song th at de als 
w ith  h om e le ssne ss, 'Th is is Grand', is 
de live re d in a fast, punk y style  th at is 
q uite  e njoyable  to liste n to. Typically for 
th is album  it th e n ble nds into 'Fire , 
Burglary, Flood' w h ich  is alm ost 
e xclusive ly m ade  up of a spok e n w ord-
re cording of an African m an trying to se ll 
insurance . O th e r h igh ligh ts include  
'Exce lle nt Ne w s, Colone l', w h ich  h as a 
m e lody re m inisce nt of old Motow n tune s, 
th e  spok e n-w ord track  'Book  of Baby 
Nam e s' w h e re  th e  w ords be com e  just 
anoth e r m usical instrum e nt in th e  
e xpe rie nce  and 'Andove r', w h ich  use s 
fuzzy guitars and une xpe cte d tim e  
signature s to cre ate  a th rilling ride .

Th e  true  stand-out track , h ow e ve r, is 
'W e ste rn Biograph ic', a tale  of grow ing up 
de spe rate ly poor but proud. Th e  m usic is 
probably th e  m ost 'com m e rcial' on th e  
album . It h as an acoustic country-rock  
sound, but singe r Bobby Gallivan de live rs 
th e  dark  lyrics in such  a m atte r-of-fact

w ay th at th e  e ffe ct is totally 
h e artbre ak ing.

It is a running jok e  am ong m y frie nds th at 
m y taste  in m usic usually te nds tow ards 
th e  de pre ssing e nd of th e  spe ctrum , and 
th is album  is no diffe re nt. D e spite  th e  low -
k e y subje ct m atte r, I re ally e njoye d it.

If Th e  Flam ing Lips de cide d to stop be ing 
so se lf-involve d, starte d liste ning to 
Le onard Coh e n and th e n forgot to tak e  
th e ir anti-de pre ssants, th is is w h at it 
w ould sound lik e . It is a ch alle nging 
album , and ce rtainly w on't be  to 
e ve ryone 's taste , but if you pe rse ve re  it 
e nds up be ing a re w arding e xpe rie nce  
th at stands up to re pe ate d liste ning.

Th e  album  is available  now  on 
Flam e sh ove l Re cords. D ow nloads of 
'Andove r' and 'W e ste rn Biograph ic' are  
available  on th e  band's w e bsite , 
w w w .boundste m s.com .

Bound Ste m s
h ttp://w w w .bounds te m s .com
Colin Gaze le y 
h ttp://w w w .ourobouros .co.uk
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King of th e  Boys
Storyte lling by 

Lance  Ande rson

Pe rform ance  poe try 
from  around th e  

w orld
brough t to you by 

Sim on Toon

h ttp://ve rge ofth e fringe .com

h ttp://w w w .s lam idolpodcas t.com

A w e e k ly sh ow  
bringing you th re e  
e xce lle nt podsafe  
track s, h oste d by 

Grant Mason from  
Le ith , Edinburgh

D on’t just se e  th e  
m e dia, be  th e  m e dia!
H ost Joh n Buck le y

h ttp://w w w .th re e from le ith .com /

h ttp://citiz e ns coop.co.uk

http://www.ourobouros.co.uk
http://www.boundstems.com
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Do Th ey Podcast
In Ireland?
Text by Brian Greene

ph oto courte s y  Roe e  C.

WE LOVE TO talk  in Ire land.  W e  h ave  th e  gift of th e  gab, th e  Blarne y Stone  and th e  
h igh e st ARPU's in Europe  for m obile  ph one  use .

Podcasting is th riving in Ire land - w e  are  
gre at talk e rs, but w e  are  a nation of 
liste ne rs, too. From  19 9 4 to 2004 national 
radio liste ne rsh ip figure s w e re  89 %, falling 
to 85% from  2005 to 2007.  W h ile  ne w  
m e dia is e njoying broadcast radio losse s, 
it’s far from  a collapse  in liste ne rsh ip.

Podcasting is additional radio conte nt, 
and in its first th re e  ye ars it h as trail 
blaze d, gold rush e d and se ttle d in, w ith  
th e  bigge st single  podcast conte nt 
provide r in Ire land now  be ing th e  
national 
broadcaste r RTÉ, 
w ith  70 podcasts on 
offe r.

Inde pe nde nt 
podcasting is also 
th riving w ith  
inde pe nde nts 
sw e e ping up th e  
aw ards at th e  Irish  
Inte rne t Association 
Ne t Visionary 
Aw ards and th e  
D igital Me dia Aw ards in 2006 and 2007.

But aw ards don't pay w age s, and 
inde pe nde nt podcaste rs h ave  be e n 
turning th e ir radio m ak ing sk ills to good 
busine ss use . In th e  Education, Training, 
Life  Coach ing and Confe re nce  se ctors and 
inside  th e  four w alls of busine ss e xtrane ts, 
podcaste rs are  busy h e lping com panie s 
m anage  th is ne w  m e dium  in Ire land.

W h ile  th e ir appe arance  in th e  iTune s 
ch arts is occasional, podcaste rs are  
w ork ing h ard to e stablish  podcasting 
pride  of place  am ong m ore  traditional 
print and w e b m e dia.

Th e re  w as a te nde ncy for podcaste rs to 
re m ain in th e  re alm  of audio, but th e  
signs are  th at Irish  Podcaste rs, w ith  or 
w ith out face s for radio, are  ve nturing into 
th e  m e dium  of vide o also. W atch  out for 
som e  re ally cool vide o conte nt com ing 
from  Edge cast Me dia, w h o w ill ve ry soon 

be  launch ing th e  
Intrude rs.tv Irish  
ch anne l.

W ith  IPTV, W iMax 
and iPh one  
constant 
conne ctivity, th e  
future  is brigh t for 
podcaste rs. If th e re  
w as one  dow nside  
to th is gle am ing 
story from  Ire land it 
h as to be  th at th e  

digital divide  is not narrow ing and 
privatisation of th e  national ph one  
com pany is now  se e n by ne arly all 
e conom ists as be ing ce ntral in th e  fact 
th at lack  of inve stm e nt in broadband h as 
le ft m any pe ople  e xclude d from  th is 
m e dia re volution.

Brian Gre e ne
h ttp://briangre e ne .com /

Brian Gre e ne  IIA Ne tvis  Podcas t Aw ard W inne r 2006
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Reveal Yourself
Text by Marilyn Madsen &  Grant Mason
EACH  MONTH  W E ask  an artist to supply th e ir answ e rs to a scie ntifically se le cte d se t of 
q ue stions (w e ll, O K – w e  lie d – th e y w e re  se le cte d by re side nt PUM boffins Grant Mason 
and Marilyn Madse n), in th e  h ope  th at th e ir re sponse s cast a little  m ore  ligh t on w h at 
m ak e s th e m  tick ...

www .podcastusermagazine.com

W H O ARE YOU ?
Roge r sm alls, single  m ale  libra. 1.8"

W H AT DO YOU DO ?
i am  a te st re sults analyst in a h ospital in 
guildford. blood, urine  and fe ace as land 
on m y de sk , and th e n i log th e  de tails 
and se nd th e m  to th e  lab for analsis.

H OW  LONG H AVE YOU DONE IT ?
alm ost 5 ye ars now  on and off.

DO YOU H AVE A H ID D EN TALENT ?
m aybe , but nobody h as told m e  w h at or 
w h e re  it is.

STEREO OR IPOD  ?
ste re o. ipods are  ve ry e xpe nsive .

W H AT RINGTONE IS ON YOUR MOBILE 
PH ONE ?
can i touch  you th e re  by m ich e al bolton.

FAVOURITE ARTIST ?
w h ite snak e

FAVOURITE ALBUM ?
19 87

FAVOURITE TRACK  ?
h e re  i go again

BIGGEST INFLUENCE ?
adam  curry

W H AT ALBUM DO YOU W ISH  YOU'D  
NEVER BOUGH T ?
Th e  com pilation album  Le ath e r and Lace . 
I got it from  W H 's for £12.9 9  th e n re alise d 
i could h ave  dow nloade d it from  lim e w ire  
for fre e . th e  sh op assistant w ouldnt re fund 
it as i'd lost m y re cie pt. but th e n again 
you cant put a price  on Jim  D iam ond.

MOST TREASURED  POSSESSION ?
th is com pute r as its th e  m ost e xpe nsive  
th ing i ow n and i use  it e ve ry day. ive  h ad 
it around 5 ye ars now  and it still 
w ork s. it doe s porn and e ve ryth ing.

MOST DOG-EARED  BOOK  ?
Battle fie ld Earth  by L.Ron H ubbard. Say 
w h at you w ill about th at crazy 
scie ntoligist but h e  sure  w rite s a m e an 
nove l, th is particular one  late r le d to barry 
pe ppe r be ing cast alongside  joh n travolta 
in th e  unde rstate d block buste r m ovie .

BRAND  OF COFFEE ?
at w ork  w e  h ave  ne scafe .

FOOD  YOU CAN'T LIVE W ITH OUT ?
O m m le tte s

FAVOURITE LABOUR-SAVING D EVICE ?
Th e  bus

W H AT MOTTO DO YOU LIVE BY ?
Kill or be  k ille d.

Daily Smalls Code
Roger Smalls from Guildford, UK

im age : roge rs m alls .blogs pot.com
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W H O IS YOUR FICTIONAL H ERO OR 
H EROINE ?
Ch arlie  H alliday, a m ave rick  bush  pilot 
w h o save s a dise ase d Inuit w om e n from  
poise nous flys in fur boots.

W H AT'S TH E BEST ADVICE YOU W ERE 
EVER GIVEN ?
Th ats actually a m an.

H EALTH  AND  H APPINESS OR FAME 
AND  FORTUNE ?
I'd give  anyth ing for m e  and m um  to be  
w e ll again, i th ink  h appine ss w ould 
follow . ide ally se ttle  dow n w ith  a nice  girl, 
h ave  k ids, ge t m arrie d and not be  lone ly. 
e ve ryone  i re ad about w h o h as fam e  and 
fortune  is unh appy and just m ak e s 
pe ople  je lous so i w ouldnt w ant th at.

ple ase  can you le t m e  k now  h ow  m any i h ave  got corre ct.

th ank  you and give  m y be st to e ve ryone  w h o w ork s at your m agazine . i ve ry m uch  e njoy 
re ading it and i th ink  it is w onde rful th at you spe nd so m uch  tim e  w riting a fre e  m agazine  
w ith out ask ing for a pe nny.

bye bye bye be ybe ye by!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

Roge r Sm alls   

Roge r Sm alls - Th e  D aily Sm alls Code  
h ttp://roge rs m alls .blogs pot.com

Ple ase  note  th at th e  above  re sponse s are  unalte re d to pre se rve  Roge r's inim itable  style .
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From  th e  h ick ory-
sm ok e d h e artland of 
th e  Re d D irt State , 
NPR  m e e ts Rock  'n' 

Roll... Sort O f! 
PodSafe  m usic, 

H istorical Audio, 
and lots of O PINIO N!

h ttp://w w w .s k innyw h ite boy.k as tpod.org/

Sh ow casing som e  of 
th e  be st in 

inde pe nde nt m usic

h ttp://podcas t.indie launch pad.com /

UK base d 
indie /unsigne d 

m usic. Good Music 
Is Infinite .

h ttp://w w w .ourobouros .co.uk

W e e k ly six-m inute  
audio h um or 

e ssays

h ttp://w w w .s h ortcum m ings audio.com /

http://rogersmalls.blogspot.com
http://www.podcastusermagazine.com
http://www.skinnywhiteboy.kastpod.org/
http://podcast.indielaunchpad.com/
http://www.ourobouros.co.uk
http://www.shortcummingsaudio.com/
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Letters to PUM
 - Dear Podcast User Magazine

 Th e re  e xists th is ne bulous of e xcite m e nt and disinte re st th at is th e  'Podcast 
Aw ards'.  As sold, it is a m e ans for podcast produce rs and consum e rs to vote  
for th e ir favorite  produce rs of conte nt.  Me anw h ile , th e  ow ne rs of said 'conte st' 
also ow n a m ark e ting com pany th at re pre se nts ce rtain podcasts.

Me anw h ile , th e  top tw o accolade s offe re d by th is conte st are  'pe ople ’s ch oice ' 
and 'be st produce d'.  W e ll, 'pe ople ’s ch oice ' is se lf e xplanatory.  'Be st produce d' 
is q uite  anoth e r issue .  Be st produce d w h at?  Audio podcast or vide o podcast? 
 Is th e  podcast a 'true ' podcast— lik e  Ke ith  and th e  Girl or Tik i Bar TV, or is it re -
h ash e d 'traditional' m e dia such  as th at offe re d to podcast consum e rs from  th e  
lik e s of NPR  or D isne y?  (NO TE: Both  NPR  and D isne y are  up for a 'Be st 
Produce d' aw ard.)

If w e  allow  'traditional m e dia' to com pe te  against re al 'podcaste rs',  th e  product 
from  th e  m illion-dollar studio w ill alw ays w in.  As a podcaste r, I spe nd stupid 
m one y to pre se nt th e  be st-sounding broadcast I can.  But I can’t afford an 
ISD N link  to a re m ote  studio.  I don’t h ave  a room  full of $1600 m icroph one s.  I 
m ak e  do w ith  th at w h ich  I h ave .  So do ove r 9 0% of podcaste rs.  Som e  re ally 
suck .  A fe w  sound/look  am azing give n th e ir constraints.  Th e se  'grass-roots' 
podcaste rs w h o e xce l sh ould be  th e  one s to w in accolade s!

I be lie ve  th at audio and vide o podcasts sh ould h ave  se parate  'be st produce d' 
cate gorie s.  I also be lie ve  th at podcasts th at are  sim ply re -constitute d 
traditional radio sh ow s sh ould be  om itte d from  voting.

Re -broadcasting popular radio sh ow s is a se rvice — not an art.  If podcasting is 
to re m ain 'th e  ne w  m e dia', it is w e ll advise d to focus on th ose  w h o produce  
original conte nt.

In all fairne ss, I am  an inde pe nde nt podcaste r w ith out th e  be ne fit of 
sponsorsh ip or m e m be rsh ip in any 'ne tw ork '.  So I m ay h ave  a grudge .  W e  are  
also nom inate d for be st 'ge ne ral' podcast in th e  above -m e ntione d conte st.  I 
h ope  w e  w in.  I doubt w e  w ill.  Re gardle ss, m ak ing th e  nom inations h as be e n 
ve ry h um bling if not e xciting.

Se e  you all at th e  Expo!

NO LA Tre y
Th e  Radio Ch aos Podcast
h ttp://w w w .radioch aos .org
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Prom ote  Your Podcast
invite s you to
Prom ote  Your Podcast

It's e asy...
1. Em ail your 300 x 300 pixe l logo, accom panying te xt, and podcast URL to 
PodcastUse rMag@ gm ail.com
2. And w e 'll se nd you an invoice  by e m ail

Le t us k now  if you are  going to th e  Ne w  Me dia Expo,
and w e 'll put your prom o on th e  'Me e t Me  At Th e  Expo' page

TW IP
Th is  W e e k  In Pangolins

For pangolins , th e ir 
ow ne rs ,
w ould-be  ow ne rs ,
th e ir arde nt adm ire rs ,
or anyone  w ith  a
m arginally ps ych otic
obs e s s ion w ith ...
Pangolins !

Prom ote  Your PodcastProm ote  Your Podcast
Your Logo Brie f D e scription

 or Tag Line

Click able !
A bargain at

10 USD  / 5 GBP
pe r m onth !

* As  available , lim ite d num be r pe r m onth

Atte ntion podcaste rs and podcast fans...

podcast user
m agazine
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A ne w  study from  th e  Institute  for 
Policy Innovation (IPI) m e asuring th e  
financial cost of digital piracy on th e  
US e conom y is claim ing th at ille gal 
dow nloads and P2P file  sh aring h as 
cost th e  US e conom y $12.5 billion in 
lost sale s.
O th e rs dispute  th e  claim , citing 
e vide nce  w h ich  indicate s th at ille gal 
dow nloads of digital m usic do not 
e q uate  to dire ct sale s.
Fulll story: h ttp://tinyurl.com /2py5w l

Also e nte ring th e  m ark e t, in advance  of 
th e  Europe an launch  of Apple 's iPh one , 
is m obile  ph one  giant Nok ia. Full ne w s 
of th e  launch  of its 'Nok ia Music Store  
Se rvice ' w as pre se nte d on August 29 th  
in London during a live  m usic e ve nt at 
th e  Ministry of Sound. Th e  ne w  se rvice  
w ill com bine  dow nloade d m usic track s 
w ith  stre am ing conte nt and is e xpe cte d to launch  in Nove m be r. 
Individual track s w ill cost about 1:00 e uro, w h ile  full album s can be  
obtaine d for 10:00 e uros; w ith  m onth ly subscriptions available  or PC 
use rs starting from  10:00 e uros. Track s w ill be  de live re d in h igh  q uality 
19 2Kbps audio in a W indow s Me dia Audio (W MA) form at and w ill be  
com patible  w ith  a range  of Nok ia h andse ts  be ginning w ith  th e  Nok ia 
N81 and Nok ia N9 5.
W ith  a single  account, use rs w ill be  able  to acce ss th e  Nok ia Music 
Store  via th e ir de sk top com pute r or dire ctly from  optim ize d Nok ia 
de vice s. Nok ia h as alre ady ink e d de als w ith  Unive rsal Music, W arne r, 
EMI and Sony for th e  store  and various gam ing com panie s w ill be  
providing softw are  for th e  N-Gage .
Full story: h ttp://tinyurl.com /23ubck

An IBM surve y of consum e r m e dia 
consum ption h abits sh ow s an incre asing 
tre nd tow ards th e  Inte rne t as th e  
prim ary place  th at audie nce s go to to 
spe nd th e  tim e  th e y once  gave  to 
te le vision. Th e  surve y sh ow s a grow ing 
tre nd aw ay from  old m e dia platform s 
and from  te le vision in particular as th e  
prim ary m e dia de vice ; w ith  young 
consum e rs spe nding incre asing am ounts 
of th e ir fre e  tim e  online  and filte ring out 
conte nt th at is not of inte re st to th e m .
IBM se e s adve rtising age ncie s be com ing 
"brok e rs of consum e r insigh ts; cable  
com panie s e volving to h om e  m e dia 

portals; and broadcaste rs and 
publish e rs racing tow ard ne w  m e dia 
form ats" as th e y atte m pt to re spond 
to th is se a ch ange  in consum ption 
h abits.
Bill Battino, Com m unications Se ctor 
m anaging partne r, IBM Global 
Busine ss Se rvice s said "Give n th e  
rising pow e r of individuals and 
com m unitie s, m e dia and 
e nte rtainm e nt industry playe rs w ill 
h ave  to be com e  m uch  be tte r at 
providing pe rm ission-base d 
adve rtising and re late d consum e r-

drive n ratings se rvice s."
Th e  surve y found th at In th e  UK 
consum e rs ge t m ore  of th e ir conte nt 
from  use r-ge ne rate d conte nt, social 
ne tw ork ing and m usic se rvice s th an any 
oth e r cate gory.
Full Surve y: h ttp://w w w .tiny.cc/bNh ov

More News
From PUM

It se e m s th at th e  BBC's ne w  iPlaye r is not 
proving popular w ith  som e  of th e  UK's m ajor 
ISPs. Th e  ISP's, including Tiscali, BT and 
Carph one  W are h ouse , are  w arning th at th e y 
m ay “pull th e  plug” on th e  BBC’s softw are . 
Th e y fe ar th e  iPlaye r w ill prove  so popular 
w ith  vie w e rs th at it w ill e at up m asse s of 
Inte rne t bandw idth . Th e y’re  now  th re ate ning 
to block  th e  playe r or th rottle  bandw idth  for 
use rs unle ss th e  BBC give s th e  ISPs a cut of 
th e  re ve nue .
More  at : h ttp://tinyurl.com /3438lv
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Next Month
in PUM

W e  bring you m ore  from  your 
favourite  w rite rs.  And m ore !

Th is  w ork  is  lice ns e d unde r th e  Cre ative  Com m ons
Attribution - Non Com m e rcial - Sh are Alik e  2.0 England and W ale s  Lice ns e .

To vie w  a copy of th is  lice ns e  vis it h ttp://cre ative com m ons .org/lice ns e s /by-nc-s a/2.0/uk /
or s e nd a le tte r to Cre ative  Com m ons , 543 H ow ard Stre e t, 5th  Floor, San Francis co, CA 9 4105, USA

Th e  Ne w  York  Tim e s publish e d an 
inte re sting round-up of de ve lopm e nts 

in th e  stre am ing vide o m ark e t th is m onth . Th e  article  claim s th at "th e  
pote ntial of ne w  stre am ing vide o se rvice s —  fast, full scre e n and in 
sh arp re solution —  is unle ash ing a torre nt of m ovie s and te le vision 
sh ow s, m uch  of it aim e d at narrow ly de fine d audie nce s th at can’t find 
nich e  program m ing e ve n on cable  syste m s w ith  500 or m ore  ch anne ls."
Prope lle d by th e  e ve r gre ate r adoption of broadband in th e  h om e  th e  
article  points out th at stre am ing is sim plifying th e  m e ans by w h ich  
consum e rs gain acce ss to a w ide r varie ty of h igh -q uality vide o conte nt. 
Be cause  stre am e d conte nt is usually not dow nloadable  it doe s not 
re side  on th e  use r's com pute r, th is m ak e s it a popular ch oice  for 
te le vision and film  distribution com panie s, allow ing use rs to acce ss 
th e ir favorite  sh ow s on th e ir com pute rs at any tim e .
Full article  at: h ttp://w w w .tiny.cc/0EEW Q

Apple  announce d th is m onth  th at  it h as 
now  sold m ore  th an th re e  billion songs on 
th e  iTune s Store s w orldw ide , m ak ing 
it th e  w orld’s m ost popular online  
m usic, TV and m ovie  store  by som e  
distance , w ith  a catalog curre ntly 
standing at ove r five  m illion songs. 
H ow e ve r, Apple  m ay be  about to face  
th e  bigge st ch alle nge  to its supre m acy 
ye t, as rivals pre pare  to go h e ad to 
h e ad w ith  th e  Cupe rtino com pany in 
a bid to launch  th e ir ow n se rvice s and 
gain a significant sh are  of th e  
lucrative  online  m usic dow nload 
m ark e t.
Google  and Unive rsal are  curre ntly 
pre paring to launch  th e  'gBox' se rvice  on 
August 21, 2007. Unde r th e  partne rsh ip, 
Unive rsal Music w ill de live r th e  D RM fre e  
track s,  and w ill purch ase  adve rtising space  
from  Google ; th e  adve rts w ill appe ar 
w h e ne ve r a re le vant se arch  is m ade  for an 
artist. Th e se  w ill dire ct th e  custom e r to th e  
gBox se rvice  and w ill of course  allow  Google  
to le ve rage  its m assive  online  influe nce .
More  h e re : h ttp://tinyurl.com /2h 3gm a

More News
From PUM

According to Irish  Blog Aw ards site  "th e re  are  
now  w e ll ove r 2000 Irish  blogs, w ith  th e  
num be r possibly ove r 3000 blogs". Th e  Irish  
Blog Aw ards w ill be  h e ld at th e  Ale xande r 
H ote l, D ublin, on March  3rd 2008. As w e ll as 
th e  aw ards th e m se lve s, an Irish  Blog Aw ards 
form al ball is tak ing place  in th e  D ublin sim  
in Se cond Life  in th e   St. Ste ph e n’s Gre e n 
se ction of Se cond Life  D ublin.
More  at: h ttp://tinyurl.com /2y9 4z c
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